
Five Reasons to Love Tablets 
With the way that technology is advancing, it has become 

even easier to choose a device that specifically caters to your 
needs. It’s no surprise that tablets have grown in popularity 
because of their versatility and simplicity of use. In case you are 
new to jump on the bandwagon, here are five reasons to love 
tablets.

1. Portable. The average screen size of a tablet is 7-10 
inches, with an average weight of about one pound. The light 
less of the tablet has a lot to do with the touchscreen replacing 
the necessity of the keyboard. A tap or swipe of your finger 
allows you to write an email or browse the internet. 

2. Inexpensive. While a quality laptop can cost you 
upward of $600, a tablet costs about half the price. If you know 
you don’t need the range of programs and functions character-
istic of a laptop, a tablet is an excellent alternative.

3. Digital Library. I’m a bit of a bookworm. Because I 
used to have no other option, I’ve lugged heavy books around in 
my bag on multiple occasions. However, the slim, lightweight 
tablet eliminates that issue, allowing me to have access to 
hundreds of books without any hassle. This is especially relevant 
for students like myself, who now have access to electronic 
textbooks, without the stress of having to remember which 
textbooks to bring on which days. One particular function that 
I really enjoy is the ability to adjust the screen brightness and 
font size of the text. 

4. Entertainment. While tablets are good for basic work 
functions, such as your checking email, they’re also good for 
shamelessly binge-watching all nine seasons of The Office. Even 
better - you can do more than just download TV shows and 
movies to your device. Access to other media, such as your 
music and photos, are also right in the palm of your hand.

5. Customization. Tablets have access to hundreds of 
apps, with everything from games to the news. You are able to 
personalize content to match your wants and needs. Not only 
are the programs customizable, but most tablets have unique 
cases and covers that add a touch of your own personal flare. 

Overall, tablets are great because they are an excellent 
compromise between the cellphone and the heavy-duty laptop. 
With the range of options available, there’s no way you can go 
wrong. 

Article by Andrelisa Livingston II.  She is a senior at CSUN 
majoring in English with an emphasis in creative writing.  
She has volunteered to help MH Life. Thank you Lisa for your 
help.  We are grateful.

Editor’s Note: I purchased a tablet a year ago, the best 
purchase I’ve ever made.  It let’s me connect to the world.  I can 
get info about any possible subject: medications, definitions of 
words, biographies, information on movies, restaurants, auto 
repair shops, etc. And it has so many more uses. Please note that 
you must have WIFI from an internet provider to surf the web.

 3 Day Notices & Economic Eviction
I purchased my home at Pacific MHP in Huntington Beach 

in 2006 and was given a one year Rental agreement. Two 
years ago, the new park owners, without informing us of the 
ownership change, began raising the rents in large incre-
ments. During 2013, I requested a rental agreement eight 
times. Finally, the response was “we are not giving anyone a 
contract.”  I was fed up and when the December bill arrived 
and I was out of state.

On the fourteenth, they posted a three-day notice. I delayed 
payments till I got back on the 17th, but when my caregiver 
handed them the rent check, they refused it and said I needed 
to get a cashiers check. So I did! But they mailed it back to me 
refusing to accept it. Then they stopped sending me any bills.

Now I received an Unlawful Detainer action and will go to 
court.  I have written and spoken with their attorney outlin-
ing what I feel are several illegal things they had done.  I 
hope that we can get a large percentage of owners in the Park 
to cooperate in this matter. They have raised my rent almost 
60% and it is almost impossible to sell homes as the rents are 
scheduled to increase even more for any new buyers.

 THANK YOU for all your work on behalf of mobile home 
owners.  Cheri C, Pacific MHP

Editor’s Note:  Cheri’s story is not atypical.  It is a lesson for 
all MH owners.  The fastest way to get an eviction notice is not 
to pay your rent on time.  And if you receive a 3 day notice 
to pay or quit, you should make every effort to pay your rent 
before the 3 day period expires.  

I believe it is the usual practice for park owners not to accept 
any payment after a 3 day period expires.  Why?  Because they 
stand a good chance of get your home, in court, for nothing!  
And they have attorneys who are experienced in this sort of 
litigation.  It surely isn’t fair, but it is a reality.

Now to the issue of large rent increases. Economic eviction 
occurs when a resident can’t continue to pay rent because it is so 
high.  Unfortunately, the resident is “between a rock and a hard 
place.”  They can’t afford the rent and they can’t afford to sell.  
Remember, for every $10/month increase in rent, your equity 
decreases $1000!  If Cheri’s rent were $800 initially and it was 
increased by 60% to $1300, her equity would have decreased 
by $50,000!   
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PROTECTING MOBILEHOME INHERITANCE RIGHTS by Bruce Stanton

I am often contacted by families following the death of a 
mobilehome resident about what they should do to get the 
home secured and sold, or just to obtain an understanding of 
their rights as heirs to the estate.  The Mobilehome Residency 
Law (MRL) portion of the California Civil Code contains 
a specific section which sets forth the rights of heirs or joint 
tenants when the homeowner has died.  It is important that 
certain steps be followed by the heirs to ensure that they 
protect their rights to the home.  It is equally important 
that heirs know their rights ahead of time, so they will not 
fail to do what is necessary to maintain the mobilehome 
tenancy after the death of a 
family member.  Otherwise, 
the park owner can use 
what is typically a time of 
confusion and emotions to 
deprive the estate of what 
is often its most significant 
asset value.  Where rent is not 
paid, or some other violation 
of park rules occurs due to 
the actions of unsuspect-
ing relatives, the park owner 
can use it as justification for 
requiring that the home be 
evicted from the park, or to 
de-control and raise space 
rent where there is local rent 
control in place.  Absolute vigilance by the decedent’s family 
is required to ensure that this does not occur. 

 Preliminarily, a homeowner can take certain steps 
in advance to ensure that his or her family understands what 
needs to be done to protect the mobilehome inheritance.

1. KNOW YOUR RIGHTS.  This is essential. A 
homeowner needs to know his or her rights so that they can 
communicate them to family members.  Every mobilehome 
resident should have a copy of the MRL, which is distributed 
by most park owners annually.  Anyone can go on line to 
download a copy of the complete MRL for free at: www.sen.
ca.gov/mobilehome, or can write to the Senate Publications 
Office in Sacramento to purchase a copy for $5.25.  Or any 
resident should be able to go to the park office and request a 
copy.  The MRL requires a park owner to distribute a copy 
to all residents each year where a “significant change” of the 
MRL provisions is made by the legislature, so there will 
often be a copy kept in the home.  But heirs who do not 
know anything about the MRL will need to know where to 
look for a copy of the law.  This leads us to step 2 below.    

2. INFORM YOUR HEIRS OF WHERE TO FIND 

INFORMATION AHEAD OF TIME.  Just as you would 
tell your family members where to find important papers, 
or the details of disposition of property and funeral instruc-
tions, you also need to tell your heirs how to secure and sell 
your home after your passing.  Be sure that they know where 
to find a copy of Civil Code section 798 78, which is the 
MRL section that sets forth the rights and responsibilities 
of heirs.  Make a copy of that section and leave it in a place 
where they can locate it, or give it to them in advance with 
a copy of this article. 

3. WHAT SHOULD THE HEIRS DO AFTER 
THE HOMEOWNER 
HAS DIED?  It is important 
that heirs act immediately 
to present the loss of their 
inheritance rights in the 
home.  There are two options 
set forth in section 798.78.  
First, any heir, joint tenant 
or personal representative 
may seek to sell the home “in 
place” in the park.  Or, in the 
alternative, any heir or joint 
tenant may seek to establish 
a tenancy with the park and 
move into the home.  But 
for either of these steps to be 

available, it is required that the decedent’s estate satisfy all of 
the decedent’s responsibilities, such as payment of rent and 
utilities or maintenance of the homesite.  Thus, if the rent 
is allowed to go into default or other maintenance issues 
arise which are not performed after a notice is served (this 
might only be taped to the door), then the right to establish 
a tenancy or sell the home is lost.  798.78(b) specifically 
provides that in such a case the park owner can require 
the home to be removed from the park.  IT IS THUS 
CRITICAL THAT THE HEIRS ASCERTAIN WHAT 
THE SPACE RENT AND UTILITIES PAYMENTS ARE 
AND PAY THEM IMMEDIATELY AS THEY COME 
DUE.  The death of the homeowner does not deter many 
park owners from claiming a breach of the rental agreement 
if the rent or utilities payment is even one day late.  And 
since the heirs may not visit the home immediately, they 
might be unaware that the first of the month has rolled 
around and a rent payment is due.  No payments can be 
missed if the family wants to be certain that its rights are 
protected.  And if a three-day notice to pay rent or utilities 
is served, it must be satisfied at once within the three day 
period.  The three days are calculated from the day after the 
notice is served.  Since service of any 3-day or 7-day notice 
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by the park does not have to be personal, and the notice can 
thus be posted on the home and mailed to that address, it is 
important that the heirs visit the home regularly to check for 
posted notices, and that the mail be immediately forwarded 
to an address where it will be read.  There is nothing worse 
than opening an envelope after the fact to find that an 
important deadline has been missed. If a rent payment is 
not made within the three-day period, and there is a loan on 
the home, the heirs should immediately contact the lender 
and request that it “cure” the rent default by paying the rent 
to the park.   Under 798.56(e) (4), a bank may cure a rent 
default twice every twelve months, and the park owner is 
obligated to accept the payment.  This section presumably 
also applies where the homeowner has died, but the estate 
desires to maintain the right to sell the home “in place”.

 Equally important is the duty of the estate to 
maintain the physical appearance of the home and the 
homesite.  This means that landscaping must be maintained, 
and debris cannot be allowed.  Any seven-day notices for 
Rules violations need to be corrected at once.  Newspapers 
should be stopped, the home should be secured, and 
vehicles should be either removed or otherwise stored only 
in the carport at the homesite.  A gardener show be hired to 
mow and weed the homesite if the heirs live out-of-town or 
otherwise are not likely to visit the home often.  But it is also 
important to check for notices at the home regularly, in case 
something is posted that is never received via mail. 

 To ensure the best possible communication, the 
heirs should meet with management as soon as possible 
following the death and identify a new person and address 
for communication purposes.  Rent bills and all notices 
from the park should be directed to that new address, so 
that communications do not fall into a “black hole”.  

4. WHAT THE HEIRS SHOULD NOT DO.  It is 
equally important to understand one of the most frequent 
problems encountered by estates.  Often, the heirs allow 
someone to move into the home if it is otherwise vacant 
in order to be a caretaker and watch over the home.  This 
certainly sounds reasonable enough.  After all, the estate 
desires that the home be protected from crime or vandalism.  
And if it is perceived that cousin Bob will most certainly 
qualify to purchase or occupy the home, it might be 
tempting to allow him to just move into the home early 
without qualifying for tenancy first.  This should not be 
done.  Most all parks throughout California do not allow 
a non-tenant to occupy the home if a tenant is not present.  
Thus, either scenario could trigger an immediate seven-day 
notice of a rules violation.  If the estate desires to allow 
someone to occupy the home, written permission should be 
obtained from the park first.  Otherwise, it should never be 
allowed to occur, since the result could be a termination of 
the estate’s right to sell the home “in place”.  Note that we 

are only speaking of occupancy here; any authorized person, 
including heirs or third party contractors or realtors can 
enter the home to clean, repair or secure it.  But no one can 
occupy it by spending the night or establishing it as their 
residence.  If a seven-day notice is received for this sort of 
violation, the occupant needs to be removed at once.  Note 
that this scenario also does not help the potential tenant, 
whom the park might categorize as a “rules violator” when an 
application for tenancy is later presented for consideration. 

5. WHAT ABOUT SATISFYING AGE RESTRIC-
TIONS?  In senior parks, or parks which seek to meet 
the Federal guidelines for “housing for older persons”, 
homeowners who are 55 or older often leave the home to 
much younger heirs who are under age 55.  The immediate 
reaction of these younger heirs is that they are not old 
enough to live in the park, and thus cannot qualify for 
tenancy.  But special exemption language in the Federal law 
allows heirs who are under age 55 to still inherit the home 
and live in it without compromising the park’s senior status 
under Federal law.  Otherwise, the inheritance might prove 
to be without value for the family, and this was never the 
intent of the Congress when the 1988 laws regarding age 
limitations were passed.  This means that a park can never 
reject an heir based upon age status by arguing that it will 
lose its senior status under Federal law if a 40-year old heir 
is allowed to occupy the home.  The key is that only the 
heirs or blood relatives of the deceased homeowner would 
probably qualify for this exemption.  Note that if the park 
otherwise has an age limit for all residents in its own rules, 
those limitations may still need to be complied with.

6. CAN THE PARK RAISE THE SPACE RENT?  
The answer depends upon the local laws.  If there is a local 
mobilehome rent control ordinance, it should be consulted.  
Many ordinances do not allow a park to raise rents to the 
family following the death of the homeowner.  But if the 
family sells the home to a dealer, the rent can probably be 
raised at that time, since local rent control typically does not 
protect commercial dealers or agents.

 The ability to protect a home during the inheritance 
process can be tricky.  But if these steps are followed, the 
family of a deceased homeowner should be able to inherit 
and realize the value of the mobilehome which has been left 
to them in a Will or Trust.  Just as importantly, the intent 
and last wishes of the deceased homeowner can be honored 
and carried out.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:  MR. STANTON HAS BEEN 
A PRACTICING ATTORNEY SINCE 1982, AND HAS 
BEEN REPRESENTING MOBILEHOME RESIDENTS 
AND HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATIONS AS A SPECIALTY 
FOR OVER 20 YEARS.  HIS PRACTICE IS LOCATED IN 
SAN JOSE, AND HE IS CURRENTLY THE CORPORATE 
COUNSEL FOR GSMOL.        
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Attorneys.  Are They Your 1st Line of Defense?
Attorneys have always been part of the process to protect MH 

owners here in California.  We often get calls from MH owners 
asking for a recommendation.  Obviously, many MH owners 
feel an attorney is the only solution to their problem. That is 
understandable since most advocates say: Enforcement of the 
civil code (Mobilehome Residency Law (MRL)) is up to you.   
We at MH Life disagree. 

What Mh Life SuggeStS

We suggest individuals hire an attorney only as a last resort. 
The use of an attorney has some pitfalls: 

• Few attorneys are versed in the MRL and finding one is 
difficult if not impossible.  Few attorneys understand the 
dynamics of landlord-tenant relations in rental parks. 

• Most attorneys require an advance sum of money, perhaps 
$2,500 or $5,000 before they will get involved.  

• Litigation takes a long time and park owners know it.  

• There is no guarantee you will prevail, even if you have a 
good attorney. 

• If you lose, you may have to pay attorney fees for the other 
side.

• If you do win in small claims court (you can’t use an 
attorney here), park owners will often appeal in Superior 
Court (where you do need an attorney).

We feel attorneys are necessary for “class action” lawsuits, like 
failure to maintain, where many residents in a park are involved. 

 SoMe Background froM donna MattheWS

Recently we asked Donna Matthews about her experience 
with attorneys.  If you recall, Donna lost her home over a $75 
utility bill.  As an advocate, she has spent much of her time 
working with attorneys.

In my 25 years as an advocate, I have had many dealings 
with park attorneys and I believe:

The park owner uses attorneys to front for them so they will 
not be involved. An attorney can say anything in their briefs, 
even things not relative to the violation or to mobilehome 
law relative to the violation. This encumbers the length of 
the brief so in trial he can confuse the judge and argue other 
points. The law states this is illegal but how can it be proved?

They make briefs pages and pages long for a simple accused 
violation. I sent a complaint about an attorney to the State 
Bar Association, giving all the facts, but was turned down.     
(at least it got on file.)

Attorneys used by MH owners don’t seem to know or argue 
MH laws, so the judge so often gives an opinion on the park 

owner’s attorneys case. And the park owner is never heard.

A park owner also uses attorneys to threaten, intimidate, 
and harass the homeowners.  Then it is not easy for the home-
owner to prove these accusations against the park owner.

experienceS of frank WodLey

I too have experience with attorneys.  Before becoming 
involved with advocacy, I hired an attorney to write a letter - 
cost me $1000. In another instance, the park manager took me, 
the GSMOL chapter president, to court seeking a restraining 
order (first step to eviction).  My attorney bill was $4000.  As 
the President of COMO-CAL I employed several attorneys at a 
cost of about $10,000.  

What were the outcomes.  The first attorney really didn’t know 
MH law, and the letter was not a big help.  The outcome of the 
restraining order case - the judge suggested settling out of court.  
One attorney hired by COMO-CAL did a good job writing 
letters and articles, until he fell off the face of the earth.  Efforts 
to replace him were unsuccessful and subsequent attorneys took  
the money without producing any results.  Quite sad!

What caLLerS Say

It goes without saying many MH owners across the state 
face serious issues every day.  In fact, we get calls from a few.  
Most often we hear there is no one out there willing to help.  
Certainly no government agency.  Often the caller says we are 
the only ones willing to listen to them.  

your firSt Step - Mh Life & caMoa
We feel your first line of defense against an unscrupulous park 

owner is receiving and reading MH Life.  You are connected to 
and part of the “Life” Community at no cost to you.  You know 
what’s happening around the state and have an idea the laws 
that protect you. You have some facts to determine if your park 
owner is following the law or now.  And you know who to call 
when you need help (if you call us for help, we will usually 
recommend you join CAMOA).  Resolving problems need not 
be like nuclear science.  MH Life is a real option, one that costs 
you nothing.  So keep reading MH Life and know you have 
options!

Unfortunately just reading MH Life does not mean you have 
a magic shield protecting you.  Protecting yourself requires 
some action on your part.  If you read the magazine and put 
it down and take no action, we can’t help you, you’re not on 
our radar, we don’t know if you have issues in your park, and 
you remain one of the apathetic.  Ultimately, we must know 
you have an issue and then we  can only help those that help 
themselves, i.e. join CAMOA.  Remember, you get a real deal 
if you join now - guaranteed receipt of MH Life, a free FAQ 
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Handbook (a $6 value), with $7 of your $24 going into a legal 
fund, plus a $4 donation if your park has a residents’ group.

One caveat.  No one can solve your individual issues unless 
you pay the piper.  (We will make suggestions via our advisory 
committees and/or have an attorney write a letter).  But MH 
Life and CAMOA can certainly help when an issue affects many, 
such as harassment, intimidation, interference of sales, failure to 
maintain, etc.  We can expose those unscrupulous park owners 
and praise those who respect and value their residents.

your Second Step - organize

You don’t stand a chance as an individual.  You are much 
less vulnerable when you are part of a group; therefore,  we feel 
protecting yourself requires you team with others.  Being part 
of a group is not as hard as it may seem and we will help.  If 
you have issues in your park, and most of you do, the first step 
is getting together with a couple of your neighbors.  Decide to 
form an informal group.  Flyer the park and invite others to 
join (we can help you write a flyer).  Keep it simple.  You don’t 
have to incorporate or have a fancy name.  You may need an 
Employment Identification Number (EIN) from the IRS (10 
minutes online) to start a bank account and three folks to form 
a Board (President, V.P. and Secretary/Treasurer).

Next, call an informal meeting to decide what issues the 
group should face first.  Have an agenda. Have folks use a 3x5 
card to a question or ask to speak. Keep order! Nothing gets 
done with everyone talking over each other and those attending 
may decide never to return!

Finally, recommend everyone join CAMOA.  CAMOA wants 
your group to succeed and prosper.  To that end, CAMOA will 
donate $4 for every new CAMOA member and every renewal. 
For more information, see the article “Partnering with You” in 
this magazine.

Mh Life & caMoa  - the “a” teaM                                         
Today, your first line of defense is MH Life and CAMOA.  

Through MH Life, you are informed about your rights, and 
the struggles around the state. We reach almost 25,000 spaces 
a month and are working to grow our community. And you 
know there is help, as close as a membership in CAMOA.  

Why spend anymore than $2/month for help when we are 
there for you?  Why spend $1000 for an attorney to write a 
letter or get some advice?  Try us, you’ll like us!

the caMoa teaM
CAMOA isn’t just one or two or three people.  CAMOA is a 

state-wide network of MH owners who are making a difference 
in their individual areas.  These are folks who have decided to 
team up with us to form advisory groups to advise MH owners.  

the chicken and the egg

Sure, we all know the question, which came first the chicken 

or the egg?  Actually unscrupulous park owners came first, 
wanting to skirt the law and take advantage of MH owners.  
That’s what led to the formation of GSMOL and the MRL.  

The saying has another application.  It involves trust.  Many 
are asking themselves:  I’ve never heard of CAMOA.  What 
have they done?  Why haven’t they been helping us?  How can 
I trust a group that is so new.  I need to know more about 
them before I can even think of joining.

Actually there is a simple answer.  You are right in questioning; 
however CAMOA has always been there, just not under the 
CAMOA name. Those of us now associated with CAMOA  
have hundreds of years of experience dealing with park owners 
and managers.  That’s a fact Jack!  And we are dedicated to 
helping our fellow MH owners.  

CAMOA is already making a difference; however it is 
impossible to help you if you don’t join.  As with any business, 
CAMOA is less effective without a client (membership) base 
and an income stream.   We need at least 2,500 to really start 
going.  

So back to the chicken and the egg.  When do you join 
CAMOA?  After you’ve read about them for years, after you 
can see for yourself that they are doing good, after thousands 
have joined?  Or do you have faith that CAMOA can get the 
job done, although it is relatively new, and join now when 
CAMOA really needs your support?

other optionS

From Donna Matthews:

I Believe we should find a way to force Housing and 
Community Development (HCD) and the Public Utilities 
Commission (PUC) to ENFORCE MOBILEHOME LAWS.

Homeowner lawyers must know all aspects of the mobile-
home park laws, and make sure the judges are aware of them.

Make the briefs very simple. Do not go into many other 
judgements, just the fact of this case and argue the MH laws.

In all cases, send an interrogatory, with a proof of service, 
to the park owner with questions he must answer concerning 
the accused violation.  

We at MH Life have been a big fan of another option, 
namely the Washington State’s Manufactured Housing 
Dispute Resolution Program, which we have written about 
for over 7 years.  Website: http://www.atg.wa.gov/MHDR.
aspx#.U_ymp_ldV8E

Should you want to see the 2013 Annual Report on the 
program, email us at fawodley@yahoo.com and we will send 
you a copy. 

Of course this option requires the passage of legislation in 
Sacramento.  We feel it would be extremely beneficial to MH 
owners.  Let’s all let GSMOL know we support such legislation, 
and soon.  We need ENFORCEMENT!
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To the Editor
SeriouS proBLeM in a chatSWorth park

Recently a resident who lives in neighbor park called me 
asking for help.  She had a serious issue and didn’t know what to 
do.  She smelled gas and called the park manager who sent the 
handyman to check it out.  The handyman concluded there was 
no gas leak.  Not trusting the word of an inexperienced person, 
she then called DWP, who came out and did indeed find a gas 
leak and repaired it.

Of course the resident rightly felt the gas leak could have 
resulted in a fire or even an explosion. And the manager could 
have gotten the park owner in a lot of hot water if the gas leak 
had not been discovered and fixed.

I suggested that I could inform her park owner since we knew 
each other.  I also suggested that she join CAMOA.  At that 
point, the lady said NO WAY.  What can you, the magazine or 
CAMOA do for me?  Wow! Such a response after I had listened 
to her story and said I would and could help.  Does everyone 

demand help for nothing?

What did I do?  I did send word of this situation to the park 
owner.  I’m sure he was very grateful.  I would have hoped the 
lady would understand our situation.  It takes money to run the 
magazine.  And CAMOA has expenses too.

You wouldn’t believe some of the magazines expenses: $25 
for peanuts (packing material), $10 for strapping tape, $300 
to mail priority mail boxes, $190 for one person to distribute 
to contacts in one area (we have 4-5 areas), cost of a printer 
and toner ($400), mailing costs to mail letters and handbooks 
- one handbook costs $1.91, $50 for updating website, $50 for 
graphic design,  $25 to renew domain name, not to mention 
the huge cost of printing and trucking magazines. 

We are happy to help, with minimum expense to you.  But 
you have to do your part.  If EVERYONE donated $2/year, our 
money problems would be solved. We are grateful to the 2.5% 
who have donated or purchased a Handbook.  Thank you! 

                        November Election 
 As the November election draws nearer, we thousands of 

MH owners living in mobilehome parks know there are very 
important issues that the candidates will be addressing, but we 
should be alert and know what their policy is concerning our 
great concern, which is enforcement of the laws protecting our 
home investments.

  There is the Mobilehome Parks Act, (Health and & Safety 
Code – Title 25) that contain all the standards and the require-
ments for construction to be installed and provided for a park 
owner’s Permit to Operate, and the required maintenance for an 
annual renewal of this permit.

The Department of Housing and Community Development 
(HCD) is the governmental agency responsible for the 
enforcement of the provisions in the MPA, not the homeowner. 
Administrators have the statutory duty to see these standards 
and requirements are enforced, before they issue and renew 
the annual park owner’s Permit to Operate. They have the 
authority to issue stop orders, give the park owner penalties 
if the provisions are violated, or suspend or revoke the park 
owner’s Permit to Operate.

In the MPA (Health & Safety Code) there are two special 
provisions passed by the Legislature that protect our home 
investments: #18251 Standards and Requirements. The 
construction and maintenance of a mobilehome park should 
guarantee park residents maximum protection of their 
investment, and #18250: Conditions and Rights of Residents. 
Residents of mobilehome parks are entitled to live in conditions, 
which assure their health, safety, and general welfare, and which 

protects the investment of their mobilehome.   

Mobilehome, I use mobile because that is how the laws read, 
but really they are manufactured homes moved and installed 
in mobilehome parks at great expense, and are rarely moved 
because homeowners have no place they can move their 
investment..

 This is why it is so important to educate and question the 
candidates to find out their knowledge of these laws and their 
willingness to see they are enforced.

The Governor will be appointing the head of the governmen-
tal enforcement agency.

The Attorney General will be the Chief Law Officer of the 
State and it his or her duty to see that the laws of the State are 
uniformly and adequately enforced.

The Members of the Legislature have enacted these 
mobilehome laws to protect mobilehome residents’ home 
investments. The Constitution of California, Article I, Sec. 3. 
gives homeowners the right to instruct their representatives, 
and petition government for redress of grievances. So find out, 
if the candidate is elected, will he or she listen if petitioned and 
do something to help see homeowner rights are protected? 

Remember mobilehome owners may not have the financial 
ability to see their rights are protected in a court of law, but they 
do have ballot box power.

Article by Donna  Matthews.  Donna can be reached through 
MH Life.
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Is landlord liable to tenant for another 
tenant’s assault?

Editor’s Note:  No, this is not current news, but it is impor-
tant news and applies today.  You can request the text of 
the Andrews vs Mobile Aire Estates lawsuit from MH Life. 
We often are asked about the park’s involvement in tenant 
disputes.  This article clearly indicates the courts feel a park 
is indeed responsible to get involved if the dispute is serious 
enough.

By Robert J. Bruss, Inman News Features

March 19, 2005

Joel Andrews and William Molyneux leased adjacent spaces 
at the Mobile Aire Estates mobile home park. Over the years 
these neighbors made approximately 50 calls to the local police 
over various disputes.

In January 2001 Andrews complained to the mobile home 
park manager about Molyneux’s behavior such as splashing 
mud on his newly washed car aiming a video camera into his 
living room subjecting him to racial epithets and other verbal 
abuse.

Andrews also alleged Molyneux drove down the middle of 
the park street forcing Andrews to swerve and nearly run his 
car into a mobile home. However on Feb. 16 2001 Andrews 
and Molyneux engaged in a dispute that escalated into battery 
upon Andrews.

Andrews sued Molyneux and the mobile home park landlord. 
The court ruled Molyneux was liable to Andrews for $12502 in 
assault damages. But the landlord argued he should not be liable 
for damages to Andrews because the park manager advised the 

neighbors to call the police when problems developed.

If you were the judge would you rule the landlord can be held 
liable for failing to act after repeated complaints involving these 
neighbor tenants?  The judge said yes!

When a tenant enters into a rental agreement the judge began 
there is an implied covenant of quiet enjoyment included. This 
means the landlord has a duty to prevent problems between 
neighbors he continued.

“Minor inconveniences and annoyances are not actionable 
breaches of the implied covenant of quiet enjoyment. To be 
actionable the landlord’s act or omission must substantially 
interfere with a tenant’s right to use and enjoy the premises for 
the purposes contemplated by the tenancy” the judge explained.

“The perpetrator of the interference with the tenant’s quiet 
enjoyment need not be the landlord personally” he emphasized.

A landlord can obtain an injunction against a tenant who is 
seriously disturbing another tenant or the landlord can evict 
a resident “that constitutes a substantial annoyance to other 
homeowners or residents” the judge ruled.

Although the landlord is not liable for the tenant’s assault the 
landlord cannot disregard conduct of a tenant that repeatedly 
disturbs the quiet enjoyment of a fellow tenant the judge 
concluded.

Based on the 2005 California Court of Appeal decision in 
Andrews v. Mobile Aire Estates 22 Cal.Rptr.3d 832

ht tp : / /www.southcoas t today. com/apps /pbcs .d l l /
article?AID=/20050319/NEWS/303199953

More “To the Editor”
Letter to SLaSher of MhMag

This letter is to the person who thinks MH Life Magazine is a 
“piece of crap.” I don’t know who you are, but I think you are a 
coward for not giving your name. If this is a political issue with 
GSMOL, that’s a bad thing. GSMOL is a political organization in 
which a new person pays his dues and does not stand a chance to 
vote for his leaders. He is considered an “observer.” I don’t think 
any advocacy organization should be interfering with MH Life 
Magazine. If you don’t like the magazine, don’t subscribe to it, but 
please don’t prevent others from reading it and don’t prevent it 
from being distributed in your park. . . i.e. censoring what others 
certainly need to read.   Ray Voller, concerned reader of MH Life.

QueStion

Question:  I notice the photo of a nice mobile home on 
page 4 of the San Diego edition of MH Life.  It sits in a 
lovely setting of pine trees and grass.  Do you know where 
it is located?

Answer:  Unfortunately no.  All graphics in MH Life are 
stock, royalty free photos we have purchased, so we have 
no idea where it is located.  Perhaps one of our readers 
can give us an idea.  Northern California??
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California Manufactured-Home Owners Alliance (CAMOA)
Membership Application & Donation Form (PLEASE PRINT)

    NAME:____________________________________________________Date:_________________

  PHONE #:_____________________________PARK NAME:______________________________

  MAILING ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________

  E-MAIL:_________________________________________________________________________

 SPACE #__________CITY:________________________________ ZIP:_____________________

            CAMOA Membership ($24/ 1 yr, $44/2 yr, $60/3 years): $______________
   Give us a little something extra:      $___________   Thank You!
           Yes I want the FAQ Handbook (a $6 value).  It is free when I join CAMOA. 
             INCLUDE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER.  All Checks Payable to “CAMOA” 
           MAIL TO: CAMOA, P.O. BOX 663 , CHULA VISTA, CA. 91912                                                                      11/14 

THANK YOU!  

THE DOOR IS OPEN AND THE WELCOME MAT IS OUT!
Since your new non-profit organization CAMOA (California 

Manufactured-Home Owners Alliance) opened its doors in July, the 
phone calls and e-mails have come running  in!  This is really not too 
surprising because of  our own personal experiences while knocking 
on doors, distributing information  in the “mobile” home parks,  
fighting the political battles here in Chula Vista.  These responses 
merely reinforce what we were soon  to discover out here in the 
“boonies:” “Go to any MH Park, knock on any door, and you most 
likely will be talking to someone who has been mistreated, terrorized 
or abused!” (Suffering from retaliation, censorship and likely to be 
uninformed, we now need to add!)  

Please go back and read the August article on Huntington Beach 
parks (MH Life, page 6).  You will understand that home owners are 
in “deep doo-doo” when it comes to the power a park owner has over 
you when you sell your house;  they increase the new buyers monthly 
rent to any level they can get away with!  What is alarming to us is 
that now, since August,  we’ve heard similarly  from a park in San 
Marcos,  and in our own “headquarters,”  Chula  Vista  (we have a 
few rent control features still left in our ordnance, but it’s happening 
here, too!)  It seems to us it’s the new “soup-de-jour” on the menu 
of park owners!  By making it nearly impossible to sell your home, 
demanding drastic, sale-busting rents,  one’s house becomes “their 
bargain basement  buy” a few months after it goes on the market!   
“Needy” park owners, you can be assured,  will continue to try this 
and other nefarious actions to empty your pockets.   Especially, if 
we are not as organized and informed and united as we need to  be!  
Bet your bottom dollar?   “Mission control, mission control, where 
are you Sacramento?”

Perhaps, as we allow ourselves to be so easily, willy-nilly 

manipulated, as always,  we will be reaping our “just deserts” 
depending  on the “old tried and true” park owners “menu”,  as it 
were?  Being apathetic, or indifferent, or self satisfied at the food 
being cooked up in their kitchen may find some of us, no many of 
us, just a month or two away from living on the street.                                                                                       

  On the plus side, our small, now a little swamped “beginners 
group,” is starting to get some much needed help.  Next month we 
hope to share with you information on our newly forming “Advisory 
Committees” and board members. Call or e-mail us if you want to 
volunteer, donate or play a role in the growth of our newly found, 
maybe once in a lifetime,  unified voice!  Also, we will share with you, 
unabridged, transparently, and as promised,  our  facts and figures 
to date.  THANKS TO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE ALREADY 
JOINED US!  And yes,  to those others of you who have not acted 
yet but who must soon recognize that  we will continue to need you 
(the numbers, the larger community ) to be truly effective.

Thanks to the extraordinary reach of Manufactured-Home Life 
Magazine, with its most up-to-date and useful information, we 
now reach a big chunk of readers throughout California…  at the 
grass-roots level!  With “Life,” we enjoy, you and me dear reader, 
unheard of possibilities, probably in a way, and a caring mind-set as 
never before!  When that magazine hits your tube, door step or mail 
box, it is opportunity knocking loud and clear…”at last, at last, real 
help is near, dear and here!”  

Remember that if yesterday you were miserable living in your own 
home in a MHP you had two alternatives:  1. Move, or 2. Hire an 
attorney!  Today, you have a 3rd choice: JOIN CAMOA and read 
MH Life!  Remember, you receive a Free FAQ Handbook ($6) too.
Article by William “Bill” Schlegel, President, CAMOA.
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