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COMO-CAL

Coalition of Mobilehome Owners - California - a 501(c)3 Non-Profit

COMO-CAL, P.O. Box 3774, Chatsworth, CA 91313 
Our Website: www.comocal.org

------------------------------

-Mobilehome Magazine (MH Life)
Serving California’s Mobile & Manufactured Housing Communities

Mobilehome Magazine Address: P.O. Box 3774,  Chatsworth, CA  91313 
Frank A. Wodley, Editor/Publisher

Phone:  (818) 886-6479 /  E-mail: fawodley@ yahoo.com
 The MobilehomeMagazine is not responsible for content contained in advertising

Happy New Year 2017
This issue represents a new Beginning for COMO-CAL and California mobilehome owners. Although we 

are the only state-wide, California advocate that provides so much information (600,000 free magazines over 
the last 5 years), we realize we must do more. 

• We are making it super easy for all mobilehome owners to join COMO-CAL.  Now your whole park can 
join us for a small fee - as low as $1/resident/year or less.  You save thousands of dollars as memberships 
are usually $25/year.  The savings for a park of 200 spaces is $4900! That’s huge!  No longer do you have 
to go it alone.  We’ve got your back, use us, that’s what we’re here for.  Simply call Frank at 818-886-
6479 / 800-929-6061 or email him at fawodley@yahoo.com for details.

• Beginning January 1, 2017, we have decided to really do something about a group of problems we list 
as MANAGER ABUSE, including harassment and intimidation, making up new rules and regulations, 
interfering with home sales, stopping residents from organizing or meeting, interfering with the distri-
bution of important information between residents, etc.  The list goes on and on.  

• We have compiled a list of resident rights:  The Manufactured Homeowner Bill of Rights.  These include 
such basic rights as freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, recognition of rights to privacy, respect, 
courtesy and dignity. 

• We ask you to make a copy of the Bill of Rights and post it on your park bulletin board.  

• We ask you to alert us if and when your park violates any of these basic rights. 

• We will act in your behalf and send a letter to your park asking for compliance.

• We will use the magazine as a carrot and stick.  We will congratulate those parks that honor the Bill of 
Rights, we will expose those parks that do not.  

  It’s Up to YoU - the Ball Is In YoUr CoUrt

We can’t protect you unless you join COMO-CAL.  Now everyone in a park is covered by the COMO-CAL 
umbrella when your park joins.  And we will represent you on certain issues.  You no longer have to be afraid 
of retaliation or exposure.  We won’t use your name so the manager won’t know who you are.
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Letter to Park Residents:  Bill of Rights

California mobilehome owners are provided many 
protections under the Mobilehome Residency Law; 
however there never has been an effective, viable form of 
enforcement.  As a consequence, many California home-
owners live in fear.   They fear they will be evicted and 
have to move, they fear they might lose their homes, 
they fear they will be required to do expensive upgrades 
on their homes when they sell,  they fear the manager 
might retaliate against them, they fear management won’t 
approve a qualified buyer, etc.  The list goes on and on. 

COMO-CAL has carefully followed the Senator Leyva 
Hearing on Manager Training and Certification.  We do 
not believe manager training and certification will do 
much to stop manager abuse.  Only sanctions and fines 
levied against park owners will help eliminate abuse.  
We have long promoted the Washington State Alternate 
Dispute Program; however, any such legislation will take 
time, money and the full support of the mobilehome 
community to pass.  We can’t wait, we need help now.

In the meantime, there is something we can do.  
COMO-CAL has compiled this Manufactured-Home 
Owner Bill of Rights, using credible references such as 
the park owner’s group’s own Code of Ethics (the Western 
Manufactured Housing Communities (WMA)), and 
the National Manufactured Home Owners Association 
(NMHOA) Bill of Rights.  We have referenced the Cali-
fornia MRL Sections where applicable. 

an InterUm measUre 
We feel this Bill of Rights is reasonable and when adopted 

by a park, will help provide much needed protections to 

park residents.  Manufactured homeowners must be able 
to communicate, assemble, organize, and be protected. 
Who would question these rights?  Many have been 
posted on Western Manufactured Housing Communities 
website (www.wma.org) for years.  Surely the WMA will 
gladly support our efforts to help stop manager abuse.  
Managers who abuse reflect poorly on the industry, espe-
cially on those managers who are professional and respect 
their residents.   

What’s the fIrst step YoU Can take? 
•  It is simple.  Ask your manager to allow you to post 

the Bill of Rights on the park bulletin board, for all to see.  

•  If they approve the posting, we applaud them and, 
with their permission, COMO-CAL will list them in 
The Connection magazine as a park that has voluntarily 
allowed the Bill of Rights to be posted.  

•  If your manager refuses to approve the posting, as 
is, please let us know.  We will contact that manager to 
try to understand their reasoning.  Our hope is they will 
eventually allow the Bill of Rights to be posted.

• If you are afraid to ask your park manager, 
COMO-CAL will.  Just send us the name of your park, 
the name of your manager, their address and phone 
number.  We will mail them a request to post along with 
the Bill of Rights without mention of your name.  You 
will never be compromised, we promise.  Together let’s 
stop manager abuse in California mobilehome parks.

•  Contact Us:  the Coalition of Mobilehome Owners 
– California, P.O. Box 3774, Chatsworth CA 91313 / 
800-929-6061 / 818-886-6479.  fawodley@yahoo.com
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Call to Action
Since 2004, COMO-CAL and MH Life Magazine 

have provided useful information at low cost to the 
Mobilehome Community.  However, we can do much 
more.  Manager abuse has been high on our priority list 
from the beginning.  In fact, had there been no abuse in 
Chatsworth MHP, there wouldn’t be a COMO-CAL or 
magazine today.

manager aBUse UnaBated for Years

No one has done anything about manager abuse, ever. 
The Senate Select Committee on Manufactured-Home 
Communities, over the last 33 years, held only one 
hearing on enforcement and one hearing on manager 
abuse (the second was held in September 2016).  

GSMOL, our go-to state-wide advocate, had the 
resources in 1988 to pass legislation, but did nothing.  
Today, both groups continue to promote manager training 
as a solution to manager abuse.  Yet the Community 
knows full well it won’t work.  It hasn’t worked in Oregon 
and Nevada and it won’t work in California either.

We’ve WaIted long enoUgh

We’ve waited long enough.  We’ve promoted the 
Washington State Dispute Resolution Program since 
2009.  And GSMOL was aware it was a good enforce-
ment option, yet has done nothing.  When their attorney, 
Bruce Stanton, testified at the Senator Leyva Hearing in 
September 2016, he didn’t even mention enforcement.  
Don’t they know residents are very vulnerable as long as 
they are the ones that must defend themselves, i.e. hire an 
attorney and go to court?

Como-Cal steps Up

We have compiled a list of basic rights (Manufactured 
Homeowners Bill of Rights - page 5).  We believe this is a 
good foundation for the Community.  Last month Lloyd 
Rochambeau wrote: “Maybe homeowners should try to 
shame these Robber Barons by exposing them publicly for 
what they are doing and for what despicable human beings 
they are.”  We agree!

mh lIfe magazIne -  the Carrot & the stICk

The Magazine is the perfect vehicle to expose park 
owners and park managers who violate the Bill of 
Rights.  The Magazine is our VOICE.  And we intend 
to use it.  

YoU’re not vUlneraBle

We will not put residents in a vulnerable position, i.e. 
one where park managers may retaliate against them. 
Instead, COMO-CAL will provide that buffer between 
resident and management.  Management won’t know any 
names; therefore it is impossible to retaliate.

letter to resIdents

We can’t do this alone.  We need your help to alert us if 
and when your park is violating the Bill of Rights.  Only 
then can we take action.  

letter to park managers

We know there are many professional, considerate park 
managers in California.  Many are also residents.  Our 
hope it they will support our efforts and not only post the 
Bill of Rights in their park, but honor it.  

We would love to hear if you’ve posted the Bill of Rights 
for all in your park to see.  We will give you a special 
mention in a future issue.

do YoU agree WIth oUr approaCh?
Do you agree enforcement is key?  Do you agree the 

present form of enforcement doesn’t work for you?  Do 
you agree management abuse needs to be stopped? Do 
you agree there is Strength in Numbers and Knowledge 
is Power.

If you do, please support our efforts.  We have always 
asked for your opinion, through Surveys, over the years.  
And we are 100% sure we are on the right track.  

tIme Is rUnnIng oUt

We don’t have the luxury of time.  Rents are sky high, 
illegal activity is wide-spread, and abuse continues 
unabated across California.  You must act today, for 
tomorrow will be too late.  Pick up the phone and call 
Frank at 818-886-6479 / 800-929-6061 or email him at 
fawodley@yahoo.com.

JoIn Como-Cal as a park

Support us by joining COMO-CAL.  Call or email 
to say you’re onboard.  If your park doesn’t have a resi-
dent’s organization, we can help you form one.  Working 
together is our only hope.  Don’t try to go it alone! Don’t 
expect someone to do it for you.  YOU ARE THE KEY.
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Manufactured Homeowner Bill of Rights*
Manufactured-home owners and their families are 

entitled to enjoy the same constitutional freedoms 
as all other Americans.  Sources:  WMA:  Western 
Manufactured Housing Communities Association.  
NMHOA:  National Manufactured Home Owners 
Association.  MRL:  Mobilehome Residency Law. 

1. Homeowners shall be free to speak, including, 
but not limited to, the right to distribute infor-
mational & educational fliers about the rights of 
manufactured home owners. (NMHOA & MRL 
798.51(a)3).  The NO SOLICITATION rule does 
not apply to park residents or advocacy publications 
distributed by residents. 

2. Homeowners shall be free to assemble (including, but not limited to, the right to organize a home owners’ asso-
ciation, the right to peaceably assemble, and the right to hold association meetings at the community’s clubhouse 
to discuss issues of importance to manufactured home owners (NMHOA & MRL 798.51(a)1-2 & 798.15(i)5)

3. Homeowners can expect recognition of their rights to privacy, respect, courtesy and dignity. The goal of 
management is the contentment, security and peace of mind of residents. (WMA).  Managers will treat home-
owners with respect and courtesy and in a professional manner. (WMA). This means no shouting, yelling or 
fighting with residents.

4. Managers will observe residents’ rights to privacy (WMA), i.e. they will not come on residents’ property, 
without the appropriate notification, and then only to maintain the driveway, trim trees or read meters.  (MRL 
Sections 798.26 / 798.15(i)7)

5. Management pledges residents shall be free of worry of arbitrary or unlawful termination of tenancy. (WMA). 
Managers may not threaten residents for any reason, e.g. ‘if you don’t like it here, then move.’  Managers must 
follow the MRL process when evicting a resident, i.e. there are only 7 legal reasons a resident may be evicted. MRL 
798.55-56 & 798.15(i)3.

6. Parks shall establish, in writing, rules and regulations that are reasonable and make them available to all 
residents. (WMA)/ MRL 798.56(d). Managers will provide residents written documentation, should issues arise, 
and shall not ‘make up new rules or regulations’ on the fly. Homeowners are entitled to equal protection under 
the law, including, but not limited to, the right to the peaceful enjoyment of one’s home and the uniform and 
consistent enforcement of rules and regulations. (NMHOA) MRL 798.25.5

7. Managers shall not threaten retaliation or retaliate against a resident for any reason, including the formation of 
a Home Owners Association by residents or the filing of a complaint against management. (NMHOA). Represen-
tatives of advocate organizations shall have the right to file complaints on behalf of a park resident, if so delegated, 
by the resident.    

8. Homeowners have the right to sue, in small claims court, a manager or park owner who willfully violates any 
provision of the Mobilehome Residency Law.  MRL Section 798.85-86.

*Compiled from the WMA Code of Ethics, the NMHOA Bill of Rights and the California Mobilehome 
Residency Law by the Coalition of Mobilehome Owners – California (COMO-CAL), P.O. Box 3774, Chatsworth 
CA 91313.  800-929-6061/818-886-6479, fawodley@yahoo.com.
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Letter to Park Managers
 As per the Western Manufactured Housing Commu-

nities Association (WMA), the park owner’s group, 
park managers are responsible to serve the needs of the 
community, and to provide safe and well-maintained 
common areas and community services. Mutual respect 
and concern are the governing principles of management-
resident relations.   We applaud those managers who take 
their job seriously, manage by the WMA Code of Ethics 
and treat their residents with respect and courtesy.

Residents are provided protections through the Mobile-
home Residency Law (MRL).  And the National Mobile 
Home Owners Association (NHMOA) publishes a Bill 
of Rights for residents of mobilehome parks.  However, 
those managers who abuse know full well little or nothing 
can be done to stop their abuse, simply because there is 
no viable enforcement of the MRL.  

Many park managers do a terrific job, yet there are 
park managers that continue to abuse those they are 
supposed to serve.  The abuse takes many forms:  yelling/
shouting at residents, unequal enforcement of rules and 
regulations, retaliation, unlawful evictions, making up 
new rules and regulations without following the proper 
procedure, intimidating and harassing residents, sending 
out threatening notices, not allowing the distribution of 
information from advocates or between residents, not 
allowing residents to organize or meet, etc.  The list goes 
on and on.

COMO-CAL has compiled a list of reasonable home-
owner’s rights, basic rights no one should question.  Many 
have been posted on Western Manufactured Housing 
Communities website (www.wma.org) for years.  Surely 
the WMA will gladly support our efforts to help stop 
manager abuse.  

COMO-CAL has always promoted good relations 
between park managers and mobilehome owners.  Abuse 

by park managers is not only illegal and reprehensible, 
but it gives you, managers who act in a responsible and 
professional manner, a black eye.  We would like to start 
exposing these ‘bad apples.’ Isn’t it time we all worked 
together to eliminate manager abuse?  

This is what we ask:

•  Please carefully read this letter and the accompanying 
Manufactured-Home Owner Bill of Rights

• If you, as the park manager, agree to abide by all 
provisions of the Bill of Rights, we ask you to approach 
your park owner for his/her permission to post the Bill of 
Rights on your park bulletin board, for all to see.  

• COMO-CAL would like to congratulate those who 
post the Bill of Rights, without change. With your 
permission, we will list you in a future edition of The 
Connection, COMO-CAL’s monthly magazine as a park 
that has voluntarily adopted the Bill of Rights.  Your 
residents will be very happy and excited.

If you or your park owner don’t agree with all provisions:

•  Let us know which provisions, if any, are acceptable

•  We will work with you to reach some agreement.  At 
least that’s a step in the right direction.

Thank you for your time and assistance in this very 
important matter.  

Please take a minute to fill out the attached question-
naire and, within 10 days of the receipt of this letter, mail 
it to:

 COMO-CAL, P.O. Box 3774, Chatsworth CA 91313. 
(818-886-6479 / 800/929-6061. fawodley@yahoo.com).  
If we do not hear back from you within the 10 days, we 
can only assume you have rejected the Bill of Rights in 
its entirety and will not work with us to improve tenant/
landlord relations.  
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This Isn’t Working - We Must All Change
BUsIness as UsUal doesn’t Work

Advocacy - this isn’t working:

• State-wide advocates offering only individual 
memberships with fees of $25/year.

• Advocates offering help to park residents only if 50% 
or more have joined.

• Advocates legislating laws without any viable enforce-
ment (Essentially useless laws) 

• Advocates communicating only 4 times a year, and 
then only to promote themselves

• Advocates that continue to promote bad ideas, i.e. 
leading residents down the wrong path.

Residents - this isn’t working:

• When residents assume the other guy will do what 
they should be doing to protect themselves

• Residents not being active, living in fear, trying to 
avoid the manager, etc.

• Residents thinking there is nothing they can do

• When residents make excuses for not being active 
(don’t have money, my park manager will retaliate if 
I do anything, there isn’t any hope anyway, the park 
owners are too strong, etc.)

reCent hIstorY of advoCaCY

 Let’s look at the recent history of advocacy groups.  Most 
groups have failed:  

• CMRAA - state-wide group led by Dave Henessey, 
formed around 1995.  It lasted only a few years under 
the leadership of Gus Colgain after Dave died.   

• Neighborhood Friends of Sylmar. Aggressive, non-
political approach.  Gone into hiding.

• COMPAC - Long running group in San Diego 
serving 4,000 homes.  Failed.

• GSMOL - declined from 100,000 members and an 
income of $1.5 million to less than 10,000 and a 
revenue of about $250,000.  And $100,000 of that 
is spent on an office and staff - work that volunteers 
could do.  

• And there are many others.

WhY have these groUps faIled?
There are several causes.  Poor leadership is one, but the 
primary cause is resident apathy. Mobilehome owners 

have not been active.  When you join a group, you need 
to take an active interest and not just sit back and think 
your leaders are taking care of business. Had GSMOL 
members really been watching, they could have stopped 
the decline of GSMOL before it got out of control.   

noW YoU have other optIons

Change begins at home, so COMO-CAL leadership has 
brainstormed a better way to serve the community more 
efficiently and really make a difference.  Here is our plan:

• All residents can ‘register’ with COMO-CAL at no 
cost.  Every resident that registers can use our website, 
including 5 years of informative magazines.  Also 
you will be on our radar and receive email updates, 
surveys, etc. In  other words, you will have a voice.  
There is no obligation and you can unregister at any 
time.

• For a small fee, all residents of individual parks can 
be under the umbrella of COMO-CAL.  See page 9 
for details.  

• Individuals can join COMO-CAL at a lower fee 
($20/year).  

• If an individual wants to receive COMO-CAL’s 
monthly magazine, they need to subscribe: Individual 
subscriptions to MH Life Magazine will continue at 
$15/year. 

most mrl vIolatIons are not addressed

Most violations of the MRL never are addressed.  Why?  
One reason:  many residents are not aware there has been a 
violation.  For example, the park manager says that residents 
can no longer walk their pets in the park.  Why is this a 
violation of the MRL?  Simply because the park is issuing a 
new rule and not following the process of having a meeting 
and waiting six months before the rule becomes effective.

Another reason why violations are never addressed:  
residents are just too afraid.

We WIll Be YoUr representatIve

Now COMO-CAL will represent you.  We will confront 
your manager for you.  (We won’t use your name, unless 
you give us your permission).  

We can not be involved with all violations of the MRL, 
but we will when the park manager violates the new Code 
of Ethics. So that’s when you need to alert us and have us 
intervene.  
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Advertising fees make this magazine possible. So, please, support our advertis-
ers. Your support will ensure the success of the magazine. We will pay a com-
mission to anyone who brings the magazine advertising.  For more information 
call Frank Wodley at 818-886-6479 or email him at fawodley@yahoo.com. 

Serious issues, such as manager abuse, can effect many 
residents in a park.  COMO-CAL wants to help.  Now we 
will be your representative.  We will confront an abusive 
manager for you, without you having to be involved.  
This means you no longer have to worry about retalia-
tion.  So how does it work?

One of our goals has always been Unity.  That means 
residents in parks organizing a resident’s group, and groups 
in an area, join as a regional group.  Now COMO-CAL 
is making that easier.  For a small fee, your park can join 
COMO-CAL.  This means every resident becomes a 
COMO-CAL member with full benefits:

• Full access to our website, including the member-
ship only section.

• Your group will receive our Handbook of Frequently 
Asked Questions, a welcome letter, and a unique 
membership number.

• At your request, we will represent you if a) your park 
is not honoring the Bill of Rights, and/or b) your 
park manager is abusive.  You will be protected, i.e. 
your name will not be mentioned.

• We want you to be informed, so we request you 
purchase at least 20 magazines a month ($10).  

• You can use our Help Line.  

fees
To join COMO-CAL as a park, fees are  $50 for parks 

up to 100 spaces, $100 for parks over 100 spaces.  That 
can be paid up-front, or month by month ($5 or $10, 
respectively). 

Advertising in MH Life Magazine
Display ad cost/issue

1/8th page:  $100 / 1/4 page:  $150

1/2 page:  $250 / Full page:  $400

Call Frank at 818-886-6479 or                                                                                 
email him at fawodley@yahoo.com

Benefits of Joining COMO-CAL as a Park
We will charge a small fee (to be determined) to 

represent you.  

What We ask of YoU

Our requests are simple:

• Form a park group.  Call a meeting to explain you 
are forming a residents group in the park and will 
be joining COMO-CAL. We will help you write 
the letter.  

• Form a leadership.  At least 3 residents.  Assign one 
to liaison with COMO-CAL, i.e. to be our contact.

• Establish block captains to help distribute informa-
tion and communicate with residents.

• COSTS:   The more who participate, the lower the 
cost.  For example, cost for a group of 20 residents is 
$5/year membership and $6/magazine, for  a group 
of 50 residents, the costs are much lower ($2/year 
membership and $4/year for the magazine). 

• Conduct meetings, at least every other month. 

• Ask for donations.
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Update - MRA1441 vs Owner of Rowland Heights Mobile Estates
If you recall, residents of Rowland Heights Mobile Estates 

are making their voices heard at Hearings, held by L.A. 
County, to discuss a renewal of their park’s Conditional Use 
Permit (CUP).

 On November 3rd, Mr. Nadela of the Zoning Permits 
Section presented a memo to the hearing officer suggesting 
the County can not get involved with rent issues, the 
Hearing officer can not require the park to meet with 
residents, etc., essentially negating much of the progress of 
the first Hearing. Additional information is published on 
page 10, December issue of this magazine.

As a consequence of Mr. Nadela’s memo, MRA 1441, 
a group that represents of most residents in RHME, has 
decided to file a Demand Letter asking the County to 
replace Mr. Nadela.

A second Hearing was held on November 15, 2016. at 
which the park attorney, Mrs. Maureen Levine (Dowdall 
Law Offices) suggested MRA1441 only represented a small 
group in the park, perhaps 20 homes. This is a common 
strategy of parks, to claim a group is small and doesn’t 
represent the interests of the park residents as a whole. 

mra1441 In aCtIon

Sometimes change requires hard work.  The map above 
shows the results accomplished by the residents group 
MRA1441, and Ken Meng and his family.  Together, they 
knocked on all 268 doors in RHME. Those in purple 
signed the demand letter (249 spaces out of 268 or 92% of 
the park). 57 homes were management owned, empty, for 
sale or undecided. 

This, in itself, represents a victory for MRA1441.  They 
intend to present this petition and Demand Letter at the 
next hearing, to be held January 25, 2017.  It certainly 
makes the park attorney, who claimed the group had less 
than 8% support,  look foolish.  

3rd hearIng

The third Hearing is scheduled for June 25, 2017 at 9:00 
am 320 W Temple St., Los Angeles CA 90012 at Hall of 
Records, Room 150.  Busses available at RHME.

Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend. A demon-
stration and press conference is planned after the Hearing, 
depending  on the outcome.
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Wide-Spread Illegal Activity in the Mobile &       
Manufactured-Home Park Industry - Part I

No, this is not a newspaper 
article.  It is authored by 
Paul Masminster and Frank 
Wodley of COMO-CAL 
and MH Life Magazine.  It 
is about you, your life in 
a rental mobilehome park 
and the mobilehome park 
industry as a whole.  These 
are facts.  We provide 
documentation.  There are 
solutions, but you are key.  

We now make it easy and inexpensive to join COMO-CAL 
and Magazines cost less than $4/year.  Those with no money 
can register and receive a free newsletter.  We want everyone 
involved.   There is a state-wide emergency alert and we need 
everyone onboard.  Together, we will make significant progress.

park managers Interfere W/CommUnICatIon

One right we’ve been fighting to retain is freedom of speech, 
i.e. the freedom to distribute and share information between 
park residents.  This basic freedom is critical and can lead to a 
better understanding.  And one needs to understand the whole 
picture if one is to start dealing with it.

BIts & pIeCes 
Most residents in mobilehome parks have experienced 

some ‘illegal’ activity, whether intimidation, harassment,  
violations of the MRL, interference of sales, or .... These are 
all pieces of a much larger picture, i.e. a huge puzzle.  Now 
other puzzle pieces are coming to light.

other BIts & pIeCes

The Magazine (MH Life, The Connection, Mobilehome 
Magazine) provides the Community an  archive of  informa-
tion.  Over the last couple years, we have published information 
of several lawsuits against a variety of park owners:

California Hawaiian.  Residents vs Equity Lifestyle (Sam 
Zell).  Won by residents for $111 million.  See MH Life 
Magazine, June 2014, page 5. 

Terrace View MHP.  Residents vs park owners Tatum & 
Kaplan.  Won by residents for $58 million. See MH Life 
Magazine, September, 2016, pages 5-8.

Royal Western MHP.  Residents vs park owners Kort and 
Scott.  Won by residents for $1.4 million. See MH Life 
Magazine, Nov/Dec 2012, page 12.

Royal Western MHP.  Residents vs park owners Kort and 

Scott.  Won by residents for 
$1.7 million. See MH Life 
Magazine, June 2014, page 6 
& January 2015, page 11.

Many other lawsuits are 
detailed on MHPHOA

In addition, a former 
resident of a Kort and Scott has 
created a wonderful website  
(https://mhphoa.com/) which 
provides a treasure-trove of 
information about all Kort 
and Scott parks, and illegal activities. 

the BIg pICtUre emerges

Information found in the Magazine, the MHPHOA 
website and from other resources leads us to conclude 
illegal activity in the mobilehome park industry is wide-
spread. This is public information.  All advocates should 
know these facts. Much of this information is not new.  

no enforCement

Today, there is little or no enforcement unless a park has 
serious failure to maintain issues.  Take Terrace View in San 
Diego.  There were serious issues. “The case involved charging 
unreasonable rents and other illegal practices causing residents 
to lose their homes.” Senior abuse was also part of the lawsuit.

 Yet, had there been no failure to maintain, nothing would 
have been done, no lawsuit, no $58million, nothing.  Why?  
Because residents have no viable means to enforce the MRL.

have advoCates gIven Up?  
  It seems as if many advocates have given up.  GSMOL 

leaders testified before the Senate Select Committee that hiring 
an attorney and going to court doesn’t work.  Yet 30 years later, 
they still promote it.  Perhaps there is a conflict of interest 
with attorneys they use.  We observe more and more articles 
are co-written by GSMOL and WMA (park owners group) 
representatives.

The Sacramento group (SAC) has banned COMO-CAL 
from the Sacramento Mobilehome Living Magazine!  Why?  
Apparently they have decided not to challenge anything park 
owners or management companies do. They don’t want to 
make waves, only take baby steps, and make nice.  Certainly a 
very weak approach to advocacy.   We feel a strong advocates 
garners more respect. To be continued next month, i.e. Part II.
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CAN WE SUE THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA?
There are lawsuits against the State of California and 

another against the Obama administration filed by youths 
in the state of Washington for failing to protect them and 
future generations from the harmful effects of climate 
change (Union Tribune Sunday Nov. 27 on page A-21).

If there is any chance of such 
lawsuits succeeding, maybe mobile 
home owners should consider 
taking the same approach against 
the State of California, Housing 
and Community Development 
(HCD), and any other agency which 
allows Mobile Home Park Owners 
to flaunt   and violate the Mobile-
home Residency Law (MRL) which 
is denying the homeowners “rights to 
life, liberty and property.”  

There were reports on TV news 
that a couple of young ladies were 
arrested and charged with stealing 
election  Campaign signs, who could 
get jail time and sizeable fines for this offense.  Mobile 
home owners deserve such protection for violations 
against them.

The State has passed laws which purport to protect 
homeowner’s investments and property rights, which 
absentee Park Owners and Investors twist, stretch, ignore 
and violate on a daily basis.  As Civil Law, the recourse 
for the victims of this abuse is to retain a lawyer and 

fight for their rights in a courtroom.  
That means that those ill equipped 
and underfunded go up against high 
powered and cold hearted attorneys 
with Judges who know next to nothing 
about mobile home laws and issues.  
Adding insult to injury, even when 
they hire an attorney to prosecute 
their case, many such attorneys also 
are deficient in mobile home law.

The result is that most homeowners 
fearing retaliation and eviction, simply 
give up and suffer in silence.

So, why not sue the State and HCD 
for failing to protect their citizens?

If the kids can sue, why can’t  we? 

Article by Lloyd Rochambeau, President, San Marcos 
Mobilehome Residents Association

The Real Truth About the Ombudsman
Everyone knows about the Office of the Ombudsman 

in Sacramento. By law, parks are required to post infor-
mation about the Ombudsman in the clubhouse.

 Most of us, one time or another, have called or written 
the office for help.  The fact is:

• The Ombudsman has no funding

• It is staffed by one, part time person, .

• It does not get involved in civil code matters, i.e. 
the Mobilehome Residency Law (MRL).

• The Ombudsman does get involved with title 
issues, sales, .....So it does serve a purpose

No wonder parks don’t worry about posting informa-
tion on the Ombudsman.  It can’t help residents with 
the most pressing problems.  Residents are again stuck. 
Either hire an attorney and litigate or keep quiet. 
That’s why we continue to say we need a viable form of 
enforcement of the MRL.  

We sUggest

We suggest you call or better yet, email COMO-CAL 
before contacting any other group.  We usually man our 
phones 24/7. We have lots of experience with various 
issues in mobilehome parks; however we are not attorneys 
and do not provide legal advice.  Your best bet is to email 
us at fawodley@yahoo.com 
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Modern Day “Robber Barrons” Part II By Lloyd L. Rochambeau
The new owner, Mr. Worley notified the residents that the 

2015 rent increase was to be  $ 1.3 %,  but then in May 
rescinded that increase and advised them it was now to be a  
$641 monthly increase.  A  determination by the SJC City 
Council reduced that to $37.00 a month.  Which in itself is 
about six times the CPI increase for 2015.

With 156 spaces in the park, the $641 would have been $ 
99,996 more income for Mr. Robber Baron each MONTH.  
That pencils out to $1, 199,952 a year, add that to the 
estimated income of over $1,300,000 for a total  take of over 
two and a  half million dollars a year.  The cost of operating 
the park  is probably less than $400,000 per year.  No one, 
not even a Robber Baron with a limousine full of Attorney 
gunslingers could justify such a rip-off.  Adding insult to 
injury, after winning the 2015 reduction in their requested 
rent increase, the law required the Homeowners to pay 
$35,000 for the losing Park Owner’s attorney.  

So the debacle in 2015 is now being followed up with 
a 2016 rent increase of over $403.00 per month.   The 
alternative offered was to sign a long term lease with only 
a $57.00 increase in the monthly rent.  Signing any long 
term lease removes the space from the protection intended 
with the City’s Rent Control Ordinance.  On October 17th, 
the Council Rent Review rejected the $403.00 increase 
requested and decreed the increase to be less than 0.9% 
(ranging from $5.09 to $10.14 per month).

      Lest you think this is the only such case in California, 
think again.  It is happening far too often, although this is 
most egregious case I have heard about.

      What is needed is state-wide rent control for all mobile 
home parks.  Please don’t throw New York’s rent control 
fiasco in my face, it can be done fairly with a little intel-
ligence.  It is bad enough for apartment dwellers with rents 
climbing far above the CPI increase guidelines, but mobile 
and manufactured homes are in a unique position.  They are 
not effectively mobile, since the cost of moving them and 
the nearly non-existent relocation options make them pretty 
much stationary, thus they stay put (trapped) for many years, 
whereas apartment dwellers can move with much more ease.   

Ten of 49 plaintiffs were recently awarded a judgment 
of over 58 million dollars in compensatory and punitive 
damages against another Robber Baron in the        Terrace 
View Mobile Estates case in San Diego, after a wait of four 
years.  The case focused on Breach of contract/Covenant of 
Good Faith and Fair Dealing, Failure to Maintain, Negli-
gence, and Elder Abuse.  In true Robber Baron fashion, one 
of the Park Owners has a 100 million dollar mansion in Los 
Angeles, which no doubt was paid for by his tenants.

Just think,  this comes from a lifelong conservative 

Republican, and that’s over 60 years of voting straight 
Republican for Presidential elections..  But it also comes 
from  thirty plus years of living in mobile home parks (or 
Estates as they are often called today). For a State desperate 
for affordable housing, allowing Robber Barons to drive out 
folks who cannot afford exorbitant rent for a small piece of 
dirt is merciless and despicable, and city and state govern-
ments need to put a stop to it.  But unfortunately, these 
folks being taken advantage of,  are too often thought of 
as trailer trash living in trailers, not in factory built homes 
with investments of $50,000 to $250,000 for their not- 
so-mobile homes.  Park Owners and investors see them as 
cash cows. There are other cases that bear witness to my 
claims throughout the State.  Other parks are also being 
attacked by City governments adopting the long term space 
lease approach to relieve themselves of rent control responsi-
bility, which failed here in San Marcos earlier this year. 

     Rent control is one answer, enforcement is another.  Of 
course, the Robber Barons will fight anything that brings a 
level playing field and cuts into their power and their profits.      

Rancho Huntington Mobile Home Park – Space Rent: 
$1,908 Per Month   Fri, Aug 26, 2016 – Huntington 
Beach, California: Kort & Scott Financial Group (KSFG) 
purchased Rancho Huntington Mobile Home Park in 2012 
for $25,400,000 (Fannie Mae ARM).

In January 2006, space rents were advertised at $500 per 
month. In January 2013, space rents were advertised at 
$1,000 per month. As of August 2016, mobile home space 
rents are now advertised at $1,908 per month, that’s a 91% 
increase in three (3) years and a 280% increase in ten (10) 
years.

Rancho Huntington Mobile Home Park was a senior park 
at the time of the KSFG purchase. Prospective mobile home 
buyers are expected to prove income of 3x the current space 
rent which equals $5,724.

Fountain Valley Estates – Space Rent: $1,947 Per 
Month  Tue, Oct 18, 2016 – Fountain Valley, California: 
Kort & Scott Financial Group (KSFG) purchased Fountain 
Valley Estates in June 2011 for $33,375,000.

In May 2011, space rents were advertised at $1,100 per 
month. Since then, advertised space rents have been: $1,200, 
$1,350, $1,475, $1,600, $1,650 or $1,750. As of October 
2016, mobile home space rents are now advertised at $1,947 
per month, that’s a 77% increase in five (5) years.

Editor’s Note: Mr. Rochambeau is the President of 
the San Marcos Mobilehome Residents Association.  
Lloyd has written several articles for the Magazine over 
the years and we appreciate him sharing them with us.
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Make Some Spending $$$$$
Everyone needs spending money.  Now you can make 

some $$$ and help mobilehome owners at the same time.  
Mobilehome Magazine is looking for folks to distribute 
the magazine, in all areas of Southern California, espe-
cially Orange County, North San Diego County, 
Riverside County, the San Gabriel County and Hemet.

If you live in any of these areas, give Frank Wodley at 
call at 818-886-6479 or 800-929-6061.  You can also 
email him at fawodley@yahoo.com. Distributors are paid 

hourly, starting at $10/hour plus mileage.  

fInd advertIsIng for the magazIne

One resident did just that and was paid over $2200 for 
his services.  One ad can bring $100 per month or more, 
paid directly to you. So send us business cards for busi-
nesses serving residents in your park - real estate, termite, 
plumbers, handymen, etc.  If we get an ad, you’ll soon be 
receiving a check as our thanks.

Please Send Us Your E-Mail Address
Our goal is to Educate, Communicate, and Unify.  Our 

hands are tied without at least your email address, name 
and park address.  We will keep your information in the 
strickest confidence.  And we will not bother you with 
needless emails.  We respect your privacy.  

BenefIts

There are many benefits when we can email you:

• Timely news updates

• You have access to the majority of our website at 
www.comocal.org.  Including 5 years of magazines, 
ready to download, over 500 articles of interest, 
and much more.

• You will be on our radar.  

• We will help you organize your park so you can 
qualify for bulk delivery of magazines and huge 
discounts on membership

• Your park manager will receive the Bill of Rights
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20% OFF 
Senior Discount (55+) 
Mondays & Thursdays

Discount Center
Serving Carson since 1984

Lowest thrift store prices in the area
23820 S. Avalon Blvd • Carson (Avalon & Sepulveda)

310-549-4655
Mon - Sat, 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. /  Sunday - 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

SHELVES ARE STOCKED DAILY!
Clothing with dressing rooms available, shoes, 

accessories & shoes for the entire family, books, 
dishes, bed & bath linens, holiday decorations, 

costumes, & MORE!

CASH & CHECKS ONLY

Mention this ad for 10% OFF 
your purchase!

Magazine Subscription & Bulk Delivery
IndIvIdUal sUBsCrIptIons 

We thank those individuals who have continued to 
subscribe to the magazine.  Subscriptions will continue 
at $15/year, and include first class delivery to your door.

BUlk dIstrIBUtIon  
We really love when groups of park residents order 

multiple magazines for their group.  They receive a signifi-
cant discount - usually about 75% off individual rates.  We 
are happy to pass on this discount because a)  Our goal is 
to unify mobilehome owners and b)  it is easier to send one 
box of 100 magazines than one magazine to 100 residents.

neW BUlk rates
Essentially, bulk rates are the cost of postage plus 20 

cents a magazine.  That’s less than half the printing cost.  
For example, if you have a small group of 20, you can 
order a box of 20 magazines for $10/month or $120/
year.  That’s about $.50/mo or $6/yr.  If you have an 
HOA and want magazines for your park, 150 magazines 

per month are $42.  About 28 cents a magazine. Less 
than $3.50/yr.

Number of 
Magazines

Postage Mag Cost Total

1 $1.80 $.20 $2.00
Subscription 12 issues per year $15.00

20 $6.00 $4.00 $10.00
50 $6.00 $10.00 $16.00
100 $12.00 $20.00 $32.00
150 $12.00 $30.00 $42.00
200 $18.00 $40.00 $58.00
250 $24.00 $50.00 $74.00
300 $24.00 $60.00 $84.00

Remember, your park must join COMO-CAL to get 
these discounted rates.  Group residents can join for $1 
or less per year!  That’s a huge savings.
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 MOBILE HOME

INSURANCE

HWB
                                       LIC#0782241                                      © 2016 Hughes West-Brook, Inc.  All Rights Reserved

www.hwbins.com     sales@hwbins.com

(800) 660-0204

HUGHES WEST-BROOK
Insuring your home for  

Over 40 Years  
Family Owned Since 1973

LOw RAtES!
LOCAL SERVICE!

	  	 	  
	
q Fire q Replacement Cost MobileHome 
q Wind q Replacement Cost Contents
q Liability q Falling Objects   
q	Tornado q Lightning q Theft 
q	Smoke Damage q	Water Damage  q Workers'Comp.
q Explosion q	Medical Payments   q Vandalism 

Hughes West-Brook is your Mobile Home Insurance Specialist.  
With us, Mobilehome insurance isn't a sideline. It's all we do. Give us a call!

	  	 	  	

	 YOUR CHOICE:
  •	Replacement	Cost	Mobile	Home
	 	 •	Stated	Value	Coverage
	 	 •	Cash	Value	Coverage
	 	 •	Discounts	for	Home	and	AUTO

Coverage available to $400,000!

F o u n t a i n  V a l l e y ,  C a l i f o r n i a

DISCOUNT	for	Combining	
Mobile	Home	and	AUTO	

Insurance!

VISA
MASTERCARD

PAYMENT PLANS
Se Habla Espanol! 

W


