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A Money Club Success - Part II
Last month our neighbor Jim wrote about his experience
cutting the cord, i.e. replacing paid TV (Dish Network,
Direct TV, Time Warner, etc) with an antenna. In Part I
Jim wrote about his motivation to ‘cut the cord,” experimenting with antennas and using a signal amplifier. Now
Jim gets over 200 OTA (over the air - digital) channels. All
local channels (ABC,CBS, NBC, PBS are crystal clear).

to keep it in place, i.e. no nails or screws into the roofing
material.

Locating TV Broadcast Towers
There are many websites that help you locate the TV
broadcast towers in your area. One is Antennas Direct:
https://www.antennasdirect.com/transmitter-locator.html.

Jim’s story continues below:

Simply put in your zip code, and you can see where the
TV towers are located and the approximate distance. In
my case, TV towers in Los Angeles are located on Mount
Wilson, about 32 miles from Chatsworth. Also this website
gives you the direction to point your antenna for the best
reception.

I couldn’t be happier that I decided to ‘cut the cord.’ Of
course, my motivation was saving money. To date, I’ve saved
over $2,000! Of course the cost of equipment (antenna,
amplifier, DVR, etc.) is not considered in this figure.

Digital Video Recorder
If you are not happy viewing a program in real time,
you can purchase a DVR. What is a DVR? It is simply
an electronic device connected to a television that allows
an individual to record various programs. The DVR acts
similar to a standard video recording device without the
need of inserting some form of blank media to transfer the
program onto. A DVR has an internal hard drive with a
specific memory capacity. Users can set program to record
every time they come on or every time that there is a new
episode.
Although there are several choices, I purchased a TIVO
Roamio OTA DVR - No Service Fees ($400 from Amazon).
It allows me to record any ota show and play it anytime
I’m in the mood. It has many nice features and I highly
recommend it. Plus it has a meter to measure signal strength
which is handy when setting up your antenna.

More on My Antenna

List of Equipment

The most critical part of one’s ‘cord cutting’ equipment
is their antenna. I experimented with a couple ‘indoor’
antennas, namely a Mohu Leaf 50 ($35) and a 1byone Shiny
Antenna ($30). Each is highly recommended and you can
install them on a wall, a cabinet, almost anywhere. I experimented with different locations and although an indoor
antenna is by far the most convenient, neither provided a
strong enough signal for good reception. So I opted for an
outdoor antenna option.

Wineguard SW-0010 tripod: ($22 + $11.07 shipping)
from amazon
Channel Master 10’ Mast: $15.85
Channel Master Antenna CM-4228HD High VHF, UHF
and HDTV Antenna $84.00 (now $94.47 thru amazon)
Winegard Boost 200: $42.36
Antenna 100’ Cable: $10.00

Outdoor Antenna Installation

2”x6”x 8’: $4.00
Total Cost: $189.28

Of course the best location for an outdoor antenna is
your roof. But make sure it has an unobstructed line of
sight to the TV towers. Here is a photo of my set-up. I
used a wineguard SW-0010 tripod to mount the antenna.
I mounted its three legs on 2x6’s and used concrete blocks
Mobile/Manufactured Home Life Magazine

Next Month
I’ll talk about additional programing, e.g. Sling, Netflix,
Playstation, Directv Now, Amazon, etc. Stay tuned!
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Vallejo City Council to review mobile home ordinance
The Vallejo City Clerk’s Office will determine if the
petition is complete. If so, the commission will hold the
public hearing. The rent increase will not take effect until
the commission, or Vallejo City Council on an appeal of the
commission’s ruling, has decided the issue, staff said.

To protect mobile home owners from excessive rent
increases, the Vallejo City Council is expected to review and
hold on first reading an ordinance Tuesday night establishing
rent control measures. The move comes after city officials
discovered it had inadvertently repealed its rent stabilization
ordinance for mobile home parks in April 2016.

For the ordinances to take effect, the council will need
to approve them Tuesday and for a final reading at a future
council meeting. Thirty days after the final approval, the
ordinances will become part of the municipal code.

Several tenants have staged protests recently demanding
City Hall and the council re-instate the controls.
Under the proposed ordinance, a mobile home park
owner is limited to one Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA)
rent increase within a twelve-month period. In addition,
new tenants cannot be charged more than five percent above
the most recent rent for that particular space.

During its Sept. 12 meeting, the council approved agendizing a discussion regarding increasing the membership of
the commission.
Vallejo Mayor Bob Sampayan requested the discussion
after 20 residents applied recently to fill two open seats
on the commission, which is tasked with promoting equal
treatment of all residents in the city.

City staff noted that under state law, long-term leases of
more than 12 months, are exempt from rule regulations, any
ordinance and action taken by the city council. This means
rent increases can be added into the lease, they added.

A second option also up for consideration is whether to
increase the five-person commission to seven members and
have two alternates.

A second ordinance before the council amends the duties
of the Housing and Community Development Commission
— granting the commission power to hold public hearings
on petitions protesting rental increases.

The Vallejo City Council will convene at 7 p.m., Tuesday,
inside the Vallejo City Hall Council Chambers, 555 Santa
Clara St.

“The petition must be signed by a representative of at least
51 percent of the occupied, affected spaces within the park
within thirty days of receipt of the proposed increase,” the
new language states.

Vallejo Times-Herald 10/09/17. http://www.timesheraldonline.com/government-and-politics/20171009/
vallejo-city-council-to-review-mobile-home-ordinance

A Deal You Can’t Refuse
For years I have watched Frank Wodley attempt to gain the
trust and confidence of California’s Mobile Home Community.
Month after month he has delivered his Mobile Home Life
magazine to thousands of California park residents hoping to
interest them into creating an organization to protect their
individual rights. Park owners have a state association, which
is complimented by lobbyists and attorneys … mobile home
owners have no such body. Wait, I take that back. There is
an organization (GSMOL) who supposedly has our back. To
the best of my knowledge though, GSMOL is no longer the
uniting force it once was.

to be progressing in an acceptable manner. But it hasn’t
always been that way. There was a period, a few years back,
when management totally intimidated the residents … and
the owners went right along with the program! Many sad
memories. At that time, GSMOL was our so-called protection agency and they were useless. Is it possible that residents
clearly remember those days and have chosen to reject anyone?
The point I wish to make is this: Presently, you may have
good management and ownership, but what will you have in
the future?
Frank Wodley is offering you an organization to protect
you as a mobile home resident. He will provide you with a
“network” that will unite the regions, share information, and
also include a monthly magazine to keep you informed. He
will also provide lawyers if needed, lobbyists to help legislate
new laws, and above all … deliver that peace of mind. Frank
offers this package for $25 A YEAR!! Don’t have $25 this year?
… send what you can! This my friends, is a deal you can’t
refuse. Besides, what do you have to lose?

California’s Mobile Home Community is indeed, a
wonderful and relaxing way of life. But, if not protected, this
life style can also be quite vulnerable. Many young people
tend to purchase mobile homes because they can no longer
afford the mounting costs of “stick-built” housing while many
seniors view the mobile home park as a quiet and relatively
inexpensive way to live out their final chapters. For whatever
reason, we should also have peace of mind.
Currently, at the ELDORADO M.H. PARK in Upland,
daily business between management and residents appears
Mobile/Manufactured Home Life Magazine

Dominic Di Giamarino, Eldorado M.H. Park, Upland,
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Fires in Northern California

is our federal government in Washington D.C. All mobilehome owners need a source of good information. This
keeps them informed and feeling a part of our mobilehome
community. So please, let’s all work toward bring information to those that are not now receiving MH Life Magazine.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to all those who have
been affected by the horrific fires in Northern California.
We have friends in Calistoga, Napa, Santa Rosa and
surrounding areas. We have delivered magazines at the
Journey’s End Mobile Home Park which was so devastated.

Park Owners & Park Managers

We recall the tragic fires in 2008 that essentially wiped-out
a 600 space park, Oakridge MHP, in Sylmar. In fact, we
attended two hearings by the Senate Select Committee on
Manufactured Home Communities and were given a tour
of the devastation. TRAGIC!

We have always promoted good relations between
residents, park owners and managers. We have come to
realize everyone needs good information about their rights
and responsibilities. To that end, we are offering park owners
and managers a FREE subscription to MH Life Magazine.
Perhaps this will help bridge the gap we see in many mobilehome parks. Interested? Just call Frank at 818-886-6479 or
email him at fawodley@yahoo.com. Your magazines will be
delivered via USPS.

Rent Stabilization For Los Angeles? (6-8)
We applaud the efforts of Ken Meng (See December 2015
MH Life) and his family. They have been literally fighting
their park owner for several years. Although English is not
Ken’s first language, he has organized his park, formed a
resident group (MRA1441), built a website (http://www.
mra1441.org/), held demonstrations (see January 2016,
pages 6-7 - Retaliatory Eviction in Rowland Heights by Sam
Meng), and has made good progress towards the resolution
of many of the issues in his park.

AB1269 Protection Act (10-11)
The Community has been excited at the possibility of
finally getting a viable means to enforce the Mobilehome
Residency Law. Unfortunately, some last minute changes to
the law have us questioning the benefit to residents. See our
concerns on page 8. Update: Brown Vetos AB1269.

Although MRA1441 was not initially focused on rent
control, Supervisor Janice Hahn of L.A. County felt residents
like those in Rowland Heights Mobile Home Estaes needed
more protections. The next hearing will be held on October
17, 2017 at which time a motion to reinstate a RSO in the
unincorporated areas of L.A. County will be introduced
(page 5 this issue).

YMRA / Lessons Learned (12-13)
We at Mobilehome Magazine are working with the
Yucaipa Mobilehome Residents Association to bring their
community a YMRA Magazine, starting with November.
We hope their readers will enjoy and learn from it.
Finally we have learned some lessons from the tragety
in Puerto Rico, namely that a state-wide group should not
be the first choice for help, help should come from local /
regional advocates.

Divisiveness & Censorship (9)
Disiviveness and censorship hurt us all. A good example
Mobile/Manufactured Home Life Magazine
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BIG NEWS!! Rent Stabilization May Come Back To L.A. County*
Los Angeles has a Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) that
covers the 6,600 mobile/manufactured homes located in the
City of Los Angeles; however, we estimate another 1690 who
live in the unimcorporated areas of County of Los Angeles
without rent protections.

introducing a motion, not today but in the near future, to
reinstate that, and I hope to have my colleagues’ support to do
that. [Applause] all in all, colleagues, I believe that more time
is needed to examine many of these issues that were brought up
today to ensure that the concerns expressed by the residents today
are adequately addressed.

Our good friends, the Ken Meng family, live in the County
of L.A., so they are not covered by a RSO. Their group, MRA
(Mobilehome Residents Association)1441, has been concerned
about several issues, including high rents.

I’ve heard that some of the things are not within the county
purview, but that has never stopped me before. And I just feel like
there is an opportunity to resolve some of these issues so that the
quality of life of these residents in this mobile home park could be
improved and, long term, give these residents the peace of mind that
they deserve. Therefore, I will be continuing this item to October
17th. I am not ready today to deny the appeal or to approve this
CUP. Thank you very much.

In November 2016 (pages 14-15), Sam Meng wrote an
article titled: Redressing Grievances Through a Conditional
Use Permit (CUP) Hearing. Anyone interested should read
Sam’s article.
The latest in this series of events was a formal hearing
before the County Board of Supervisors on September
26, 2017. A transcript of the meeting and video may be
viewed
at
http://lacounty.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.
php?view_id=1&clip_id=4463.

---------------------------------------------------------------Editor’s Note: This story has taken more than four years and
it is still not concluded. Sam Meng wrote his first article (MH
Life January 2016, pages 6-7). We applaud the efforts of Ken
Meng and his family. He has shown the determination and
skill to see this protracted effort through to the end. Although
rent control wasn’t the main focus of his challenge, it and other
grievances are being heard.

Here is an excerpt of the response of Janice Hahn, L.A.
County Supervisor, to the many residents who testified:
I want to offer my office’s assistance in facilitating better communication between the mobile-home management and the residents,
many of whom, as we saw today, English is not their first language.
And who was not compelled by Tom (Meng) this morning? This is
our -- the generation of young people. He’s being home schooled,
and he depends on the internet for his education and his intellectual curiosity. And it seems to me slow internet is something that
we could figure out and the owners of this mobile home park could
really figure out to do a better way to provide faster internet for all
the residents. But I don’t know how you’re not compelled by Tom.

This is a prime example what can be accomplished by one
person. The efforts of one family may provide rent stabilization for 1,690 other families! That is simply remarkable! Good
Job! See you at the October 17th hearing in L.A.
A press conference held on October 3rd at Rowland Heights
Mobile Estates to share the outcome of the September 26th
Hearing.
On October 17, 2017 Supervisors Janice Hahn and Sheila
Kuchl will introduce a ‘Report on Mobile Home Park Rent
Control Ordinance’. We’ve reproduced this report on page 6
of this magazine.

That is a real issue in our unincorporated county area. I understand that we don’t have rent control for mobile home parks
currently in L.A. County, but they’re a unique kind of housing
that I think require additional regulation. One time we did have
an ordinance on the books that governed mobile home parks in
unincorporated county which included a way to address the rent
increases. But that ordinance sunsetted in 1995 and I will be
Mobile/Manufactured Home Life Magazine

We at MH Life Magazine support the efforts of all involved
to reinstitute a RSO for the unincorporated areas of Los
Angeles County. Good job all.
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Letter of Support For MRA 1441 by Frank Wodley
A One-Two-Three Punch – A Knock out Punch
Put Residents Down

Reinstituting a Rent Stabilization Ordinance for the unincorporated areas of L.A. County is critical. Without it,
many manufactured/mobile home owners will continue to
lose their homes. Since 1995, when the County lost their
RSO, many have been forced to walk away from their homes
because of excessively high rents (up to $1,500+). Let me
remind you, often mobilehome owners have a mortgage
payment on their home, as well as a rent payment on the
space the occupy. Many mobilehome owners are seniors
living on fixed incomes, folks who can least afford ever
increasing rents. If they lose their homes, they could very
well become homeless. Our hope is L.A. County Board of
Supervisors will intervene and provide these mobilehome
owners some rent protection.

Rent increase are not the only challenge park residents
face. Some must contend with an unscrupulous park owner,
an owner who routinely breaks the law for financial benefits.
You may ask how can this be? We have laws don’t we?
It is simply. Park owners and resident advocates have
long known that there is no viable enforcement of the
MRL. Mobilehome owners have always been responsible
to enforce the law (Mobilehome Residency Law), yet few do
so because of the high cost of legal help, few attorneys and
judges really understand mobilehome law, and seniors don’t
have the time for protracted litigation. Instead, they simply
keep silent and do not challenge the illegal acts of their park
owners.

L.A. City Has a Rent Stabilization Ordinance

Also, many are faced with interference from the park
when they go to sell their home. This is a serious, widespread issue. Another problem area is when the owner of a
home dies, leaving the home to his/her heirs. More often
than not, heirs are helpless against the park because they
have no idea how parks operate.

I live in Chatsworth MHP in Chatsworth. Fortunately,
my park is one of about 66 in Los Angeles that are covered
by an Ordinance. The City Ordinance offers some protection to residents by limiting rent increases. Increases are
based on the yearly CPI. Park owners receive an automatic
3% rent increase every year, even when the CPI is less than
3%.

L.A. Mobile Home Park Task Force
(LAMHPTF)

Residents Homes Devalue With Every Rent
Increase

The LAMHPTF is a bad joke. It does not protect mobilehome owners living in Los Angeles. It is a political ploy to
give the impression mobilehome owners are protected.

One huge factor often overlooked when considering the
effect of rent increases on mobilehome owners is the fact
that rent increases decrease a home’s value. Some have
estimated for every $10 a rent increases, the value of the
home decreases $1000. So rent increases have huge impacts
– not only the outlay of extra money each month for rent,
but the decreased value of resident’s homes.

In Summary
Park owners in California hold considerable advantages
over their residents. Most can increase space rents at will,
which is a huge burden on California residents who can least
afford these increases. Increases lead to property devaluation, often times sucking all the equity from a mobilehome.

What Is The Impact of a County-Wide RSO?
So how many mobilehome owners would be affected?
There are approximately 1,690 mobilehome spaces in the
unincorporated area of Los Angeles County.

Park owners can break the law, at will, since there is
no viable way for residents to enforce the Mobilehome
Residency Law. Residents also face challenges at time of
sale or when homeowners die.

Is an Ordinance Necessary?

And park owners have a strong advocate (Western Manufactured Housing Communities Association – WMA).

Is an Ordinance really necessary? You bet it is. Take the
case of two parks in Woosley Canyon that are less than
5 miles from my park in Chatsworth. Space rents are
nominally over $1,500/month and as a consequence many
have already walked away from their homes. This unfairly
enriches park owners, at the cost of those who can least
afford to lose their homes. By the way, rents at Chatsworth
MHP average approximately 50% of those in Mountain
View or Summit – approximately $750/month.
Mobile/Manufactured Home Life Magazine

One might say, well residents are protected by their representation in the L.A. City Mobile Home Park Task Force;
however, the facts do not support this perception.
A RSO for the unincorporated areas of L.A. County
would provide some protection against high rent increases
for 1,690 families. We applaud Supervisor Janice Hahn and
others for their efforts to help these folks.
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Report on Mobile Home Park Rent Control Ordinance
homes from unreasonable rents and to enable mobile home
owners to preserve their equity in their mobile homes while
recognizing the need for mobile home owners to receive a
fair and just return on their investments and rent increases
sufficient to cover their increased costs.

Motion by Supervisors Janice Hahn and Sheila Kuehl
October 17, 2017
A growing shortage of housing units continues to result
in a critically low vacancy rate, and rapidly rising and
exorbitant rents exploiting this shortage continue to cause
serious housing problems affecting a substantial portion
of residents of the unincorporated area of the Los Angeles
County. Such conditions endanger the public health, safety
and welfare of the County and its residents. Especially
problematic,however, is the issue of low vacancy rates and
rapidly rising and exorbitant rents in mobile home parks.

WE, THEREFORE, MOVE that the Board of Supervisors direct the relevant County departments to report back
in writing within 60 days as follows:
Direct the Director of the Department of Regional
Planning, in consultation with County Counsel and other
relevant departments, to research the feasibility of a proposed
ordinance that would protect the owners and residents of
mobile homes from unreasonable space rental adjustments
while recognizing and providing guidelines to park owners
to obtain a just and reasonable return on their property. The
report back, at minimum, shall address the following seven
issues:

The term “mobile home” can be misleading. As a practical
matter, mobile homes are largely immobile because the cost
of moving a mobile home can be a substantial fraction of the
value of the mobile home itself. Mobile homes are generally
placed permanently in parks. A mobile home owner usually
rents a plot of land from the owner of a mobile home park.
In return, the park owner provides private roads within the
park, common facilities and usually utilities. The mobile
home owner often invests in park specific improvements
such as a driveways, steps, walkways, porches, or landscaping.

1. Placing a cap on the amount by which a mobile home
park owner can increase the rent for a mobile home park
space in a given year; and
2. Protecting against elimination or reduction in services
or maintenance by requiring a reduction in rent for a mobile
home park space; and

As such, unlike a usual tenant, a mobile home owner
generally makes a substantial investment in the mobile
home and its accessories. When a mobile home owner wants
to move, the mobile home is usually sold in its place, and
the buyer continues to rent the space from the park owner
on which the mobile home is located.

3. Prohibiting a park owner or manager from requiring
any mobile home owner or prospective mobile home owner
to sign a rental agreement with a term in excess of 12 months
as a condition to residence in a mobile home park; and

In addition, mobile homes are usually occupied by senior
citizens and persons of fixed, low, or moderate income upon
whom extreme rent adjustments fall with exacting harshness.
A mobile home’s immobility, a mobile home owner’s investments, and restriction on mobile home spaces, sometimes
lead to what has been perceived as an economic imbalance
of power in mobile home park owners’ favor, leading many
California cities and counties to adopt mobile home rent
control ordinances.

4. Providing a remedy to mobile home park owners if they
believe that they are not receiving a fair rate of return on
their property; and
5. Requiring mobile home park owners to complete an
annual report providing information about occupancy,
rental rates, and uses of the mobile home parks; and
6. Requiring that mobile home park owners post the
provisions of the proposed ordinance in the rental offices of
the mobile home parks and include the material terms of the
ordinance in all rental agreements in the language in which
the rental agreement is negotiated; and

Because of the high cost of moving these mobile dwelling
units, potential for damage resulting, the requirements
relating to the installation of mobile homes (including
permits, landscaping, and site preparation), the lack of
alternative home sites for mobile dwelling units, and the
substantial investment of mobile home owners in such
homes, the Board of Supervisors finds and declares it
necessary to protect the owners and occupiers of mobile
Mobile/Manufactured Home Life Magazine

7. Developing an education and outreach program
regarding the proposed ordinance for mobile home park
owners and tenants.
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Divisiveness & Censorship Destroys Unity
Strength in Numbers isn’t just a saying, it is the foundation
upon which any strong advocacy is built. There are 452,500
mobilehome spaces in California (according to the WMA).
However, fewer than 5% of MH owners belong to an advocacy
group. That’s one out of every 20. This leaves MH owners more
vulnerable than ever!

states we are allowed to the distribute or circulate
information. We consider the park owners request
an interference.
(b) Recently, two 40 pound boxes of the October
issue of MH Life Magazine were taken from a
residents porch. They were later found in the park
dumpster located next to the office. You draw your
own conclusions.

Just think how strong we could be, if even just 10% joined.
That would equal a united group of 45,250 and would provide
resources ($1,131,000) critical for advocates to function. But
alas, there are those that work against the very aspect that is so
important, namely UNITY.

What’s Wrong With This Picture?
Our suggestion - let’s all work together and share. Only
then will we truly be strong. The “It’s Mine” attitude only
defeats our goal, even before we get started.

Divisiveness Destroys Unity
We expect some park owners and managers to work against
those advocating for MH owners rights. But we don’t expect
advocates to be divisive. It destroys unity. Ever since we
formed COMO-CAL in 2004, one group has been trying to
vilify, isolate and minimize us. Their goal is to be king of the
hill, no matter the cost (no unity, no teamwork, poor use of
resources, bad choices, etc.).

We can all learn from each other and any organization working for the greater good of MH owners should be
welcomed. Unfortunately here in California this is not the
case.

Censorship

It is time for you to take control of your destiny and it takes
very, very little time and effort. These are our suggestions:

Our Suggestions

•

Join us. The cost is only $1.67 per month. You receive
our FAQ Handbook ($5), a monthly magazine ($20),
access to our Help Line ($15), and the peace of mind
knowing we’re working hard to protect your rights and
investment. (Total benefits over $40).

•

Help us find someone in your park willing to distribute
MH Life Magazine. We will provide you enough copies
for your whole park, all at no charge.

1. Often a Home Owners Association will decide what’s
best for the residents of their park. Several have decided
to not allow MH Life Magazine. We’d ask: “who are
they to decide for the park residents?”

•

Support the businesses that advertise in MH Life
Magazine. They make the free magazine possible.

•

Send us a donation. Sufficient donations will allow us
to hire an attorney and confront illegal actions.

2. Several years ago the manager (Star Management) of
Indian Hills MHP in Chatsworth offered to deliver
MH Life Magazine. In reality, the magazines ended up
in the garbage!

•

Help us find advertising. When you do, you are helping
us help you. We will pay a 15% commission.

•

Form a Home Owners Association (HOA) in your park.
We will help. It only takes three residents!

•

If your area does not have a ‘regional group’ then help
form one. We will provide a magazine, free of charge,
you can use as your region newsletter.

•

Don’t give away your power.
decisions that are best for you.

•

Take pride in being active. You are part of the solution
rather than part of the problem.

Mobilehome owners have the right to pertinent information concerning mobilehome issues and MH Life Magazine
provides that in an accurate, unbiased way. Many try to interfere
with this right, including park owners, park managers, HOA
leaders and state advocates. Here are some examples of such
censorship:

Examples of Censorship

3. Lately, Indian Hills residents were receiving the
magazine until management said we could no longer
distribute it. Our friend, Marion Stevson, a resident
in the park, emailed Star Management asking why. Of
course, Marion never received an answer.
4. Resident leaders, aligned with one organization, tend
not to be open to information from other sources.
5. Many park owners fear the information we provide:

MH Life Magazine will continue to promote unity among
advocates. We hope the MH Community will support
our efforts, and not support those who would divide us.
Remember, Strength in Numbers!

(a) We alerted our park manager that we might
be starting a park newsletter. Some days later, she
said the park owner wanted to see a copy before we
distributed it. Of course, we refused because the law
Mobile/Manufactured Home Life Magazine

Only you can make
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AB1269 - The Mobilehome Residents and Seniors Protection Act
$9,050,000 for each of the 2.5 years. That’s a HUGE
AMOUNT.

If you have been reading MH Life Magazine over the
years, you will know our position, i.e. we believe it extremely
critical to have a viable means to enforce the Civil Code
(the Mobilehome Residency Law). We believe laws without
enforcement are not worth the paper they’re written on.

Hold Their Feet To The Fire
If Governor Brown signs AB1269, our hope is that mobilehome owners will finally have a viable form of enforcement
of the MRL. We feel the DFEH is a good choice to administer the program; however, no one will actually know if the
program works until about 12/2022 or 1.5 years into the
program.

Remember, the previous means to enforce the MRL was to
hire an attorney and go to court. It is no secret! Advocates
have known for over 30 years this doesn’t work. Why not?
Because most mobilehome owners don’t have the financial
resources to hire an attorney (rates start around $150/hour),
there are very few qualified attorneys (few understand the
MRL), judges don’t understand the law, seniors don’t have
the time for a protracted litigation, etc.

We are concerned that the $9 million per year will be used
appropriately, so we suggest the mobilehome Community
closely watch the finances of the program - revenue and
expenditures. We will be watching with great interest also.

Some Facts About AB1269

Opinion of Washington Advocates

As you know, any legislation introduced in Sacramento often
gets changed or watered-down by the opposition (WMA in
our case). The premise of AB1269 is terrific - a viable means
to enforce the MRL.

We’ve recently talked with the two advocacy groups in
Washington State and asked them how their Dispute Resolution Program was working. One rated it 5 out of 10, the
other said it’s better now that program staff are traveling
around the state explaining the program to residents.

Every mobilehome owner should ask themselves: Does
AB1269 really provide me the protections necessary to enforce
the Mobilehome Residency Law?

We also tried, unsuccessfully, to learn the financials of the
program - revenue and cost.

Although we have supported AB1269 ever since learning
about it (GSMOL shared nothing with us), we are concerned
about a few facts:

The program is conducted through the Office of State
Attorney General. We assume only a few staff have been
hired. Also Washington State has only about 75,000 spaces
or about 17% of California.

1. AB1269 is a 5 year pilot program, set to expire 1/1/2023.
2. AB1269 was significantly changed during its last days in
the Senate. The mandated fee for all California mobilehome owners was doubled, from $5 to $10 and the time
line considerably changed.

In Our Opinion
Mobilehome owners have never had a viable means
to enforce the MRL. In 1987 when the issue of enforcement was the topic for a Senate Select Committee hearing,
GSMOL was in a perfect position to author some legislation; however, it dropped the ball. Finally, 30 years later,
it has authored AB1269, legislation which, as it stands, will
begin helping mobilehome owners two years from now, and
will only last for two and a half years. Hardly what we need.
And the $9 million price tag per year is ridiculous! Next time,
we hope GSMOL will consult all advocates before pushing
forward on something on their own. Everyone worked
together in 2009 with GSMOL’s Christine Minnehan, and
that precedent should continue today and into the future.

3. AB1269 allows DFEH to annually (2018 - 2022) assess
upon the management of a mobilehome park and collect
a registration fee of $10.00 for each mobilehome lot in
the park that is subject to the MRL. Yet the service, i.e.
handling resident complaints, will only last 2.5 years.

What Does This Mean?
•

First of all, it is not a permanent solution to the
enforcement issue. It is an experiment. Will it
continue after 2023? Or end?

•

Secondly, Although mobilehome owners pay $10 for
5 years (a total of $50), they can only use the program
for 2.5 years - from 7/1/2020 through 1/1/2023.

•

Assuming a total of 452,500 mobilehome owners
in California, the DFEH will raise $4,525,000 per
year or a total of $22,625,000 over the 5 year life
of the program. This means you, I and the other
452,498 mobilehome owners will fund the program

Mobile/Manufactured Home Life Magazine
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Governor Brown Vetoes AB1269 - Time For A Change!
So What Does This Mean

We just sent out an email to all GSMOL leaders and others
around the state as follows: “See below where we’ve published
the text of the Brown Veto). In our opinion, HCD is NOT the
agency that should oversee enforcement of the MRL. Apparently Governor Brown has been swayed by the WMA - the park
owners group. Now what? Let’s work together, have a pow-wow
and hire an attorney to provide some enforcement on our own
until an appropriate law is passed.”

As soon as GSMOL leaders get on-board with our
regional group plan, there will be resources available to hire
an attorney and provide residents some enforcement, i.e.
protection of their rights. How so? Because the plan eliminates the expenses of an office, office staff and associated
expenses, and it eliminates the expense of GSMOL’s California. Remember, we have pledged to provide all advocates
a 16 page, full color magazine at no cost, just like we’re doing
in Yucaipa.

The Opinion of MH Life & MHONET
GSMOL has known for years we are a serious supporter a
viable means of enforcement, after all that’s the reason why
we formed and ran the Coalition of Mobilehome Owners
- California (COMO-CAL). To that end, we’ve supported
GSMOL’s attempt at a bill to enforce the Mobilehome
Residency Law, i.e. AB1269. Unfortunately, it has failed
leaving 452,500 mobilehome owners vulnerable. How many
more years will pass without a viable means of enforcement?

Our Suggestion
This is something all our readers and all mobilehome
owners should care about. It would mean your advocates
could finally provide you legal services to challenge those
illegal acts by park owners and park managers.
We ask everyone to write letters to GSMOL’s President,
Jean Crowder, at 1500 Villa Ave, # 133, Clovis, CA 93612.
Send us a copy (Mobilehome Magazine, P.O. Box 3774,
Chatsworth, CA 91313). Tell Jean you want GSMOL
leaders to stop this foolishness and work with Mobilehome
Magazine and other advocates for the greater good of all.
Teamwork means success. Divisiveness means failure! It’s
time for us to succeed! Let’s not wait another day.

Our Challenge to GSMOL
Last month, we offered a challenge to GSMOL’s new leadership (March 2018 election). Among the many benefits:
The Plan provides for an attorney. All regions would contribute, based on their membership, and could use his/her services.

Mobile/Manufactured Home Life Magazine
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Lessons Learned From The Tragedy in Puerto Rico
Recently we watched a news segment about the tragic
suffering of U.S. Citizens in Puerto Rico after hurricane
Maria. After 9 long days, our government was asking: how
can we best provide assistance to those we serve?

revenue to fund a lobbyist and an attorney.
The salary of our current lobbyist is about $60,000/
year, so split that cost among regions. Let’s say the total
membership in all regions is 10,000. Each region would
pay based on their membership. For example, if a region
has 500 members ($12,500 total revenue), they would pay
5% (500/10,000) of $60,000 or $3,000. The same formula
would apply to hiring an attorney - let’s assume $100,000/
year. Each region would pay their fair share based on
membership.

In fact, Fran Townsend, the former Homeland Security
Advisor to United States President George W. Bush and a
TV personality, suggested: The Federal Government is
not equipped to be the first responder, it’s never going to
be, right? The first responder is the person in your local
community.
We as advocates can learn from this. Essentially, a statewide organization is never going to be the one resolving
park or local issues, that should be the responsibility of local
leaders.

So does it work?
Yes. Let’s assume 10,000 total membership between all
groups. Take a look at the table below:
# Members
500
1,000
2,000

How Best Can Advocates Serve
In the past, local and regional advocates promoted
membership in one state-wide group. While regional and
local leaders were doing all the recruiting, the state-wide
group sat back and pretty much decided how the money
would be used. Local and regional groups seldom received
any financial or legal help (refer to August 2015 MH Life
article by Frankie Bruce). And unfortunately there was little
transparency, i.e. members didn’t know where the money
was going and there was little accountability.

$ Lobbyist
$3,000
$6,000
$12,000

$ Attorney
$5,000
$10,000
$20,000

$ Remain
$4,500
$9,000
$18,000

Essentially for every $25 collected, $9 goes to pay for a
lobbyist, $10 pays for an attorney, with $6 left. The biggest
expenses are paid, since their newsletter is provided FREE
by Mobilehome Magazine.

Additional Revenue

Empowering Local and Regional Leaders

Many HOAs across California have a newsletter that
generates advertising revenue. Mobilehome Magazine can
provide low cost printing, meaning greater profits.

Most of the ‘action’ takes place in local parks and regions.
So doesn’t it make sense that resources should remain in an
area and available local/regional leaders? We say it is a no
brainer. We believe local/regional leaders should run the
show, continue to recruit members, and be solely responsible to determine who to spend their resources.

Also MH Life Magazine will donate a portion of profits to
any group that supports it.

Is This A Better Mouse Trap
You bet it is. This ‘plan’ provides an attorney to all participating groups. It’s leaner and meaner than the present
organization. It eliminates hundreds of thousands of dollars
of waste.

What About a State- Lobbyist and Attorney?
The answer is simple. Each region (there are at least 10
across the state) would contribute a percentage of their

Renewals for 2018

A note to all our members. Remember, your membership
expires on 12/31/2017. Because we’re offering more and costs
are increasing, membership for 2018 will be $25. Membership
guarantees you a monthly magazine, access to our Help Line,
and a copy of our INDEX OF ARTICLES.

There are several ways to renew:

a. Make out your check for $25 to Mobilehome
Magazine and send to Mobilehome Magazine, P.O. Box 3774,
Chatsworth, CA 91313.
b. You can use a credit card: call us at 818-886-6479
with your information and we will sign you up. Or you can
pay via PayPal. Send your $25 to fawodley@yahoo.com. It’s
that easy. We will immediately send the INDEX if you are
renewing or a Handbook, welcome letter and membership
number if you are a new member.

New members also pay $25; however, they receive our 36
page Frequently Asked Questions and Answers Handbook
instead of the INDEX OF ARTICLES.
If you do not already have a copy of our Handbook and
would also like a copy of the INDEX, please send $30.
Mobile/Manufactured Home Life Magazine
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Yucaipa Mobilehome Resident’s Association (YMRA)
Working With MH Life Magazine
We are excited to announce Yucaipa Mobilehome
Residents Association (YMRA) and MobilehomeMagazine,
publisher of MH Life are working together. Mobilehome
Magazine will publish and print the YMRA Maagazine,
and will deliver 3,500 copies to YMRA for distribution.
All at no charge to the YMRA group. Of course, YMRA
may change the name of the magazine and provide most of
the content. Our goal is the magazine is their magazine, a
regional magazine.

pay a 20% commission to anyone that provides us with
advertising.

Tony Slaick, Chairman of YMRA
We want to send a big Thank You to Tony Slaick,
Chairman YMRA. Not only is Tony doing a terrific job as
Chairman of YMRA, but he is open to trying new things,
unlike his predicesor Len Tyler. Tony and Frank Wodley
have sent many emails back and forth and have had discussions by phone. We are both excited about our joint effort
and will be reporting on it via MH Life Magazine as time
goes by.

In their first magazine, YMRA is supplying pages 1,2 and
4. Mobilehome Magazine is supplying the balance.
Mobilehome Magazine, in turn, will support YMRA,
perhaps giving them donations as the magazine becomes
profitable. We view this as a win-win for both of us.

Example For Other Groups
We hope our joint effort becomes a fine example what can
be accomplished when folks are open to new ideas and work
together toward a common goal. As explained in the article
below, Mobilehome Magazine is anxious to work with other
groups around California to produce ‘Regional Magazines,’
i.e. the voice of local/regional groups.

Our Publishing Expertise / Their Content
We have been publishing MH Life and The Voice for 13
years, so we are comfortable offering our services to any
regional group in California. And they can suppliment
their dues by helping to acquire more advertising. We will

Offer to All Mobilehome Advocates
h) We’d pay all expenses, from printing to delivery to one
contact in your group.

Dear Mobilehome Owner Advocate:
a) Mobilehome Magazine wants to offer your organization a 12 or 16 page full color magazine. Minimum 3,000
copies. More is a-ok. We would need room for ads and
maybe a couple pages to write about The Network, otherwise
it is yours to use as you may. We’re fine with articles from
GSMOL also, as long as we are working together.

i) Your group would be responsible to distribute magazines
door to door. We have no problem leaving a few magazines
in parks without a contact...it promotes both of us.
j) As the magazine gets more advertising, we have no
problem increasing to 20, 24, 28, 32 pages.....

b) Anyone who gets advertising (individual, HOA, or
your group) receives 15% commission.

k) All parties (Your group, The Network, GSMOL....)
would receive a pre-print copy of the magazine, prior to
printing. This way anything that is questionable or objectionable can be removed.

c) Do you have advertising in your newsletter now? If
you do, those ads will go into the new magazine.

In addition to the regional magazine, we believe every park
should have a ‘park newsletter.’ We can help with that also
and deliver them at the same time as the magazine above.

d) Mobilehome Magazine would ‘share’ some profits with
your group, i.e. we will make donations to your group as the
magazine becomes profitable. In other words, your group
makes money supporting the magazine.

As you can see, we all win. The magazine brings us all
together, to work together....The more this happens, the
more it will spread across the state. The big winners are
those we serve.

e) Every 4th month, we suggest both GSMOL and The
Network provide content of a more state-wide nature, as
opposed to your group’s more local content.

Thanks for reading. Any questions? Please direct them
to Frank Wodley, P.O. Box 3774, Chatsworth CA 91311.
Email: fawodley@yahoo.com, Phone: 818-886-6479

f ) You can choose a name for the magazine (Your Group
Mobilehome Living or the name of your group).
g) You’d email graphics and word documents to Mobilehome Magazine. We’d place them in the magazine.
Mobile/Manufactured Home Life Magazine
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Representative for MH Life
We are looking for someone dedicated to helping mobilehome owners who will be the ‘face’ of MH Life Magazine and
The Network. This is a part time job - perhaps up to 40 hours
a month.
Requirements:
•

Passionate about our cause

•

Has computer & internet. Not afraid of technology

•

A people person / Good communicator

•

Responsible, honest, trustworthy

•

Go-Getter /

Invest In Peace
and QuIet
• Eliminate unwanted noise inside and outside of your house

Responsibilities:
•

Promote MH Life and The Network

•

Call contacts in parks, visit parks, call meetings

•

Be the face of MH Life and The Network

Compensation:
qualifications

$10-$15

per

hour

depending

• Make your home more energy-efficient
• Take advantage of our top-of-the-line soundproofing materials
and large on-hand inventory

on

suPer soundProofIng

Who: Anyone - mobilehome owners, their kids, college
students, i.e. anyone that has the passion to do a good job

455 East Carmel Street, San Marcos, CA 92078
sales@soundproofing.org, www.soundproofing.org

Apply: Call or email Frank Wodley at 818-886-6479 /
fawodley@yahoo.com..

toll-free: (888) 942-7723

Network (MHONET) Membership Application
NAME:_______________________________________________ Date:______________________
MAILING ADDRESS:________________________E-MAIL:_____________________________
SPACE #:__________CITY:________________________________ ZIP:____________________
PHONE #:_____________________________PARK NAME:______________________________

____ Network Membership (expires 12/31/2018). ($25)

$______

____ Membership includes one free: ____FAQ Handbook or ____INDEX
____ Legal Fund (We need your support to hire an attorney)

$______

____ I believe in the cause and your good work. I want to donate.

$______

____ I will help out. ____ I will deliver magazines. ____ I will get members.
Make Checks Payable to: Mobilehome Magazine
MAIL TO:

Mobilehome Magazine, P.O. BOX 3774 , Chatsworth, CA. 91313

11/2017

Questions: 818-886-6479/800-929/6061. www.mhonet.org fawodley@yahoo.com
Mobile/Manufactured Home Life Magazine
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Get 10% Discount on Caps, Shoes, Clothing, Tanks
& HUP Interchangeable Water Proof Watches.
A perfect Holiday gift for kids & grandchildren
Free Shipping / Fast Order Turn-around

HUP water proof interchangeable silicon straps
w/ over 30 different straps to choose from.
Purchase direct from the Los Angeles distributor.
dylanababou@yahoo.com / 818-918-8448

License # 989323
Mobile/Manufactured Home Life Magazine
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MOBILE HOME

W

INSURANCE

LLOCAL
Ow RAtES!
SERVICE!

PAYMENT PLANS

DISCOUNT for Combining
Mobile Home and AUTO
Insurance!

q Fire
q Wind

q Liability
q Tornado
q Smoke Damage
q Explosion

q
q
q
q
q
q

VISA
MASTERCARD

Se Habla Espanol!
Replacement Cost MobileHome
Replacement Cost Contents
Falling Objects
Lightning
q Theft
Water Damage
q Workers'Comp.
Medical Payments
q Vandalism

Coverage available to $400,000!

YOUR CHOICE:

• Replacement Cost Mobile Home
• Stated Value Coverage
• Cash Value Coverage
• Discounts for Home and AUTO
Hughes West-Brook is your Mobile Home Insurance Specialist.
With us, Mobilehome insurance isn't a sideline. It's all we do. Give us a call!

HUGHES WEST-BROOK
Fountain Valley, California

(800) 660-0204
www.hwbins.com
LIC#0782241

sales@hwbins.com

HWB
Insuring your home for

Over 40 Years
Family Owned Since 1973

© 2016 Hughes West-Brook, Inc. All Rights Reserved

