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Advertisers - Our Life Blood
A business advertises to gain customers. It will only
continue to advertise if and when an ad is productive, i.e. it
gets calls and/or residents use that business. That’s obvious,
right?
It’s one thing to get a business to advertise in the first
place. It is another to keep that business. It’s really up to
you whether a business stays or leaves.
There are many magazines being delivered in mobilehome
parks that provide advertising space to businesses. Some
provide a few pages for management or a resident group to
use. For the most part, the content is not helping residents.
In fact, we are the only magazine of its kind in the U.S.
whose priority is to help you.

Invest In Peace
and QuIet

So what are we saying? We are saying it is in your interest
to a) Help secure advertising, and b) Use those businesses
that are advertising in The Digest to they will continue to
advertise. Everyone wins: the business, you, your Regional
Group and MH Life Magazine!

• Eliminate unwanted noise inside and outside of your house
• Make your home more energy-efficient
• Take advantage of our top-of-the-line soundproofing materials
and large on-hand inventory

suPer soundProofIng
455 East Carmel Street, San Marcos, CA 92078
sales@soundproofing.org, www.soundproofing.org

Remember, MH Life Magazine is your magazine. The
more successful it becomes, the more donations the
magazine can contribute to your protection.

toll-free: (888) 942-7723

License # 989323
North San Diego County - The Digest
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OMHA NEWSLETTER, April, 2018
Oceanside Manufactured Homeowners Alliance, Inc. www.omha4oside.com

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, by Bob Markley
must have one.

OMHA 2017 memberships expired on December
31, 2017, unless you joined in the last three months
of 2017. Please clip and mail your 2018 application or
bring it to a meeting; it is found below.

2. Have paper and a pen ready and then ask for the
NAMES and CREDENTIALS (such as education,
degrees and board certification or not) of every
person ACCESSING YOUR RECORD to make that
decision of denial. By law, YOU have the RIGHT to
that information.

Mayor Peter Weiss and I had a meeting in his office
on March 1, 2018. The main subject of discussion was
rent control on mobile homes in Oceanside. Victor
Roy was also there. Here is what Mayor Weiss said on
this subject: “I don’t think it will be an issue.” THAT is
good news, probably for as long as he serves as Mayor,
which is until December, 2020. He also said that he
does not plan to run for re-election.

3. They will almost always reverse the decision very
shortly thereafter, rather than admit that the committee
is made up of low-paid high school graduates, looking
at “criteria words,” making the medical decision to
deny your claim. Even in the rare case that the decision
is made by medical personnel, it is unlikely that it is
made by a board-certified doctor in that specialty and
THEY DO NOT WANT YOU TO KNOW THIS.

Have you ever had a medical claim denied? OMHA
member Laura Uhlmeyer passes along this advice for
getting denials reversed. Say your doctor ordered a test
or treatment and your insurance company DENIED
IT. Here is what you can do:

4. You should warn them that any refusal to provide
the information described in #2 above will be reported
to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
as a HIPAA violation, then REPORT THEM if they
continue to refuse to provide the information, at
(https://www.hhs.gov/hipaa/filing-a-complaint/ index.
html).

1. Call the insurance company and tell them you
want them to pay your claim and then tell them you
want to speak with the “HIPAA Compliance/Privacy
Officer.” (HIPAA stands for Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act.) By federal law they
North San Diego County - The Digest
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not be charged a cleaning deposit or require liability
insurance in order to use the clubhouse for meetings
relating to mobilehome living or for social or educational purposes and to which all homeowners are
allowed to attend [Civil Code §798.51(b)]. However,
the park may require a liability insurance binder when
alcoholic beverages are served [Civil Code §798.51(c)].
If a homeowner reserves the clubhouse for a private
function to which all park residents are not invited, the
park could charge a fee or deposit.

The OMHA list of Helpful Websites on the OMHA
website has been updated. There is now a link to the
2018 Mobilehome Residency Law (MRL), and an
updated list of attorneys who handle mobile home
cases. Visit www.omha4oside.com and click on
“Helpful Web Sites.”
Here is a frequently asked question about the
Mobilehome Residency Law (MRL) and the answer:
Q) Can the park owner require a deposit or fee for use
of the clubhouse by the homeowners association?

Recap:

A) No; however, there are certain exceptions. The
MRL provides that a park rental agreement or rule
or regulation shall not deny a homeowner or resident
the right to hold meetings for a lawful purpose in the
clubhouse at reasonable times and in a reasonable
manner, when the facility is not otherwise in use [Civil
Code §798.51(a)(1)]. Homeowners or residents may

•
No fee may be charged for homeowner
functions.
•
A liability insurance fee may be charged if
alcohol is served.
•

A fee may be charged for private parties.

IMPORTANT MEETINGS—MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
CITY COUNCIL: Wed., Mar. 28, Wed., April 11 and Wed, April 25, City Council Chambers
OMHA COMBINED GENERAL MEMBERSHIP and BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS: The
April 27 meeting will be held at 1 p.m. in Rancho San Luis Rey’s clubhouse #2, 200 N. El Camino Real,
Oceanside 92058, and the May. 25 meeting will be held at 1 p.m. in Laguna Vista’s clubhouse, 276 N. El
Camino Real, Oceanside 92058.
ACTION: Sunday, May 20, at 2 p.m. in Rancho San Luis Rey’s clubhouse #2, 200 N. El Camino Real,
Oceanside 92058. (May 13, the second Sunday in May, when ACTION usually holds its meetings, is
Mother’s Day.)
North San Diego County - The Digest
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President
Bob Markley
Vice President Thom Taylor
Treasurer
Barry Horton

OMHA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
(760) 435-1126
Secretary
Vikki Schaffner
(760) 721-2429
Ombudsman
Sherrie Goldby
(760) 757-2337
Director-at-Large Donna Cooper

(406) 459-0953
(760) 715-2161
(760) 453-7054

“For years, OMHA, an ardent supporter of our Oceanside Mobile Home Rent
Control Ordinance, has worked diligently and effectively in educating mobile home
owners regarding their rights and responsibilities. I highly recommend that every
Oceanside mobile home owner join!”
Esther Sanchez, Oceanside City Councilwoman since 2000

PARK
Cavalier
El Camino 76
La Salina
Lamplighter
Laguna Vista
MiraMar

Name
Pat Sherwood
Frank Crowley
Vacant
Vacant
Thom Taylor
Patricia Olkowski

OMHA PARK REPRESENTATIVES
Phone Number
PARK
Name
unlisted
Mission View Manor Donna Morel
(760) 685-2380 Mission View West
Donna Cooper
Rancho Calevero
Bonnie Wright
Rancho San Luis Rey Debra Johnson
(760) 721-2429 Terrace Gardens
Larry Schrack
(760) 717-9207 TRICO
Debbie Mastro

Phone Number
unlisted
(760) 453-7054
unlisted
(714) 651-8224
(760) 453-7297
(760) 529-5322

& Dwight Johnson (360) 933-1754

OMHA Oceanside Manufactured Homeowners Alliance, Inc.
2018 Membership Application (please print legibly)
Name________________________________
Second Occupant_______________________
Park Name__________________________ Spc.#______
Phone #______________________________
e-mail address__________________________
Annual dues $10 (covers all eligible voters listed above)
Please make check payable to OMHA and bring to a meeting
or mail to: OMHA, P.O. Box 642, San Luis Rey, CA 92068

WANT TO GET SOME
EXERCISE?
WANT TO MEET NEW
FRIENDS?
If so, contact your park’s
OMHA Park
Representative and offer to
help deliver the
OMHA newsletter in your
park

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Dr. Ginger Marable, 760-439-1786, drginger10@cox.net
North San Diego County - The Digest
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MOBILZER
Website: SMMRA.ORG

SMMRA UPDATE
Board Comments:

We are considering changing our Board Meeting
dates to a Saturday morning. Any comments from our

SMMRA is in search of more volunteers for a

members?

variety of needs. We would be thrilled to have a dozen

We are doing a survey to evaluate switching to a

more like Angela Tilaro and Marlene Walder. These

Saturday morning for our monthly meeting, and to

two Homeowners recently recruited about 80 new

hold our PAC meetings on Saturday morningsy.

SMMRA memberships, for which we thank them and

Also exploring finding a permanment meeting place.

praise them for their efforts.

Lloyd Rochambeau, President

We are served by volunteers, but not by nearly as
many as we need.

SMMRA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
NAME:_______________________________________
Address:_______________________________________
Park Name:____________________Space NO.________
Phone:___________ --Email Address:________________
Check enclosed for $_______and made payable to SMMRA
Mail to SMMRA at PO Box 4104, San Marcos, CA 92079

North San Diego County - The Digest
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The power of one, if
fearless and focused, is
formidable, but the power
of many working together

is better.
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo
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THE MOST NEGLECTED MINORITY
There was a time when the number of mobile home
residents represented a significant percentage of the
voters, at least here in San Marcos. But with the
growth over the past 20 years, that is no longer the case.
With about 4,500 mobile home parks in the state of
California, and estimating an average of 100 spaces per
park, the 450,000 total homes with about 2 residents
each, the total is likely to be about 1,000,000 voting
residents.

practices inflicted upon the Homeownmers. The Park
close to the ocean, but not within sight of the waves
and beaches.

While that is a pretty hefty number it is dwarfed
by the number of voting African-Americans and the
number of voting Asians as well. As for the other
“minority”, Latinos, the number of voters is getting to
be astronomical. Thus, the one true minority voting
bloc resides in Mobile Home Parks.

The general public , attorneys, judges, council
persons, and both political parties, usually think of
mobile/manufactured home dwellers as trailer trash,
living in trailers or coaches. Even the media usually
uses the trailer terminology in TV or newsprint stories.
Even the term mobile home is wrong and misleading.
All such factory built homes have been classified as
manufactured homes since the mid-seventies. They are
also not mobile, once planted on leased ground, they
are difficult and expensive to move and nearly impossible to find a new location.

The State legislators long ago implemented laws
(Mobilehome Residency Law) and Title 25 which were
intended to protect the rights of the homeowners.
However, with enforcement left to the homeowner
through hiring attorneys and taking the rascals to
court, there is virtually no enforcement.

Mobile Home residents live under a very different
set of rules, laws and situations. Park Owners and
Managers in a vast majority of the Parks are guilty
of strangling and suffocating these folks. The former
Governor of Colorado went so far as to describe these
parks as “concentration camps”. In many Parks there
is censorship and a stiffuling of any concerns raised by
the captives. Even in spite of rent control ordinances,
the Park Owners often force exorbitant rent increases
on their tenants for the tiny spaces of dirt upon which
the Resident has placed his home. There is a continuous effort to pass on the maintenance costs of the Park
Owners property/business. There is harassment and
intimidation and retaliation against those who dare to
challenge the supreme authority of the Managers and
Park Owners.

So how can these folks be brought into the general
population as equals under the law? The simplest way
is to change the classification from “Personal Property”
to “Real Property” and thus entitle them to come under
leased land laws much the same as service stations,
commercial buildings, and even one million dollar plus
homes in Newport Beach.
Another way is to pass laws that provide enforcement
of the current regulations and begin treating these
homeowners like real people.
Until the Legislature can get out of the clutches of the
Park Owners and their pocketbooks, it is unlikely that
anything can get passed that offers true enforcement.

Please note that the qualifying description of “vast
majority” was used early on. More often than not , the
worst abusers are Property Management Companies
hired to do the dirty work and to eke out the maximum
profits of the Parks. One glaring example is Lakeshore
Gardens in Carlsbad. Once owned and treated well by
Charles Bronson, a movie tough guy. After his death,
the family took over and their Property Managers
have hiked the rents up to as much as $1,500 a month
from the $600 and $700 range. It is a nice park and
well maintained, but that does not excuse some of the
North San Diego County - The Digest

One other possible solution is to convince the State
or the Counties to provide funding for homeowner
lawsuits for those who cannot afford an attorney.
We need to get unified and perhaps strongly go after
all possible solutions in the hopes that one can be
successful.
Article by Lloyd Rochambeau
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MODERN DAY “ROBBER BARONS”

so maybe it is time to start playing rough. Picketing and
protesting at City Hall probably has little effect.

“Robber Baron” was a term applied to businessman
in the 19th century who engaged in unethical and
monopolistic practices, wielded political influence and
amassed enormous wealth. Google the term for more
in-depth explanations.

What might be next, is to start picketing the businesses
and homes of the Council members, and doing the
same at the homes and businesses of the Park Owners,
their Managers and their attorneys (who by the way,
are often guilty of devising contemptible strategies to
enable and perpetuate the monopolistic actions of their
clients)? They are like modern day gun slingers for hire.

It is seldom used today, although it certainly exists.
One perfect example is the mobile home park ownership
which currently exists in California. The State government has established laws (Mobile Home Residency
Law) supposed to provide protection for mobile and
Manufactured home owners, however provide no
enforcement. The result is that citizens who are often
impoverished, unsophisticated, and intimidated can
only gain these rights by retaining an attorney and
taking their landlords (owners of the tiny piece of dirt
upon which their home is situated) to court.

Maybe homeowners should try to shame these Robber
Barons by exposing them publicly for what they are
doing and for what despicable human beings they are.
Even some judges are taken in by these evil people, some
through ignorance of the intricacies of mobile home
law, and some who are also on the receiving end of their
financial support.

Mobile home dwellers are a captive group subjected
to unfair and unscrupulous actions by investors who are
the modern day version of ROBBER BARONS.

It is acknowledged that not all Park Owners are guilty
of these offenses, some are fair and reasonable in their
dealings with homeowners.

Not all Park Owners are guilty of unethical, abusive
and immoral management practices, but far too many
are openly and flagrantly fulfilling the modern role of
the detestable and heartless unethical money hungry
owners contributing to the financial ruin of elderly,
unsophisticated, helpless and often impoverished homeowners under their domination.

So, maybe Homeowners should start making the
protest signs and plotting where to take them. What do
they have to lose? Not much else has been working in
their favor. If they wait for the State legislature to take
action, hell may have already frozen over.
Lest you think they are just a bunch of whiners, a
recent example of this greed gone wild, is up in San Juan
Capistrano where a small mobile home park sits just off
the Ortega Highway, on the eastern side of the 5 freeway,
a few miles from the beach. The park was purchased a
few years ago for about 13 million dollars when space
rents were ranging from $500 to $700 a month, and
under the protection of a rent control ordinance.

The general public, faced with so many injustices in
today’s society, are virtually blind to the mistreatment of
those who mistakenly bought into the idea of being part
of the American dream of owning their home. They
cannot afford the ridiculously exorbitant $400,000 to a
million dollars or more homes and condos that only the
wealthy can afford.

The new owner, Mr. Worley notified the residents that
the 2015 rent increase was to be $ 1.3 %, but then in
May rescinded that increase and advised them it was
now to be a $641 monthly increase. A determination by the SJC City Council reduced that to $37.00
a month. Which in itself is about six times the CPI
increase for 2015.

City Councils, even those who have a version of rent
control intended to protect the lowly homeowners
who are the victims of unbelievable abuses, are being
duped and threatened with costly law suits, to side with
investors rather than with their own citizens.
They often fear these Robber Barons, because they
have billions of dollars at their disposal to sue and harass
City governments. Not to mention the hundreds of
thousands of dollars in contributions to campaign funds
and undoubtedly some going directly into the pockets
of officials elected to serve the people.

With 156 spaces in the park, the $641 would have
been $ 99,996 more income for Mr. Robber Baron each
MONTH. That pencils out to $1, 199,952 a year, add
that to the estimated income of over $1,300,000 for a
total take of over two and a half million dollars a year.

There is minimal power in the ranks of homeowners,
North San Diego County - The Digest

By Lloyd L. Rochambeau

The cost of operating the park is probably less than
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$400,000 per year. No one, not even a Robber Baron
with a limousine full of Attorney gunslingers could justify
such a rip-off. Adding insult to injury, after winning the
2015 reduction in their requested rent increase, the law
required the Homeowners to pay $35,000 for the losing
Park Owner’s attorney.

and despicable, and city and state governments need to
put a stop to it. But unfortunately, these folks being
taken advantage of, are too often thought of as trailer
trash living in trailers, not in factory built homes with
investments of $50,000 to $250,000 for their notso-mobile homes. Park Owners and investors see them
as cash cows. There are other cases that bear witness to
my claims throughout the State. Other parks are also
being attacked by City governments adopting the long
term space lease approach to relieve themselves of rent
control responsibility, which failed here in San Marcos
earlier this year.

So the debacle in 2015 was being followed up with
a 2016 rent increase of over $403.00 per month. The
alternative offered was to sign a long term lease with
only a $57.00 increase in the monthly rent. Signing any
long term lease removes the space from the protection
intended with the City’s Rent Control Ordinance. On
October 17th 2016, the Council Rent Review rejected
the $403.00 increase requested and decreed the increase
to be less than 0.9% (ranging from $5.09 to $10.14 per
month).

Rent control is one answer, enforcement is another.
Of course, the Robber Barons will fight anything that
brings a level playing field and cuts into their power and
their profits.

Lest you think this is the only such case in California,
think again. It is happening far too often, although this
is most egregious case I have heard about.

A couple of other examples demonstrate my point:
Rancho Huntington Mobile Home Park – Space
Rent: $1,908 Per Month

What is needed is state-wide rent control for all mobile
home parks. Please don’t throw New York’s rent control
fiasco in my face, it can be done fairly with a little intelligence. It is bad enough for apartment dwellers with
rents climbing far above the CPI increase guidelines,
but mobile and manufactured homes are in a unique
position. They are not effectively mobile, since the cost
of moving them and the nearly non-existent relocation
options make them pretty much stationary, thus they
stay put (trapped) for many years, whereas apartment
dwellers can move with much more ease.

Fri, Aug 26, 2016 – Huntington Beach, California:
Kort & Scott Financial Group (KSFG) purchased
Rancho Huntington Mobile Home Park in 2012 for
$25,400,000 (Fannie Mae ARM).
In January 2006, space rents were advertised at $500
per month. In January 2013, space rents were advertised
at $1,000 per month. As of August 2016, mobile home
space rents are now advertised at $1,908 per month,
that’s a 91% increase in three (3) years and a 280%
increase in ten (10) years.

Ten of 49 plaintiffs were recently awarded a judgment
of over 58 million dollars in compensatory and punitive
damages against another Robber Baron in the Terrace
View Mobile Estates case in San Diego, after a wait of
four years. The case focused on Breach of contract/
Covenant of Good Faith and Fair Dealing, Failure to
Maintain, Negligence, and Elder Abuse. In true Robber
Baron fashion, one of the Park Owners has a 100 million
dollar mansion in Los Angeles, which no doubt was
paid for by his tenants.

Rancho Huntington Mobile Home Park was a senior
park at the time of the KSFG purchase. Prospective
mobile home buyers are expected to prove income of 3x
the current space rent which equals $5,724.
Fountain Valley Estates – Space Rent: $1,947 Per
Month
Tue, Oct 18, 2016 – Fountain Valley, California: Kort
& Scott Financial Group (KSFG) purchased Fountain
Valley Estates in June 2011 for $33,375,000.

Just think, these comments come from a lifelong
conservative Republican, and that’s over 60 years of
voting straight Republican for Presidential elections..
But it also comes from thirty plus years of living in
mobile home parks (or Estates as they are often called
today). For a State desperate for affordable housing,
allowing Robber Barons to drive out folks who cannot
afford exorbitant rent for a small piece of dirt is merciless
North San Diego County - The Digest

In May 2011, space rents were advertised at $1,100
per month. Since then, advertised space rents have been:
$1,200, $1,350, $1,475, $1,600, $1,650 or $1,750.
As of October 2016, mobile home space rents are now
advertised at $1,947 per month, that’s a 77% increase
in five (5) years.
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Frequently Asked Questions and Answers
Question: When does my rent become late?
Answer: Your rent payment must be made within
five (5) days after it is due, i.e. if it is due on the
first, you have until the end of business on the
sixth to pay it.
Question: The park gave us notice of a increase
in late payment charge. Is this legal? Answer:
No. Actually any change of a rule or a regulation requires the park to give notice and hold a
meeting with all park residents. The residents do
not have to approve the change, and the change
becomes effective six (6) months after the meeting.

simple word, NO. Only a court can evict you through
a process called “unlawful detainer.” The Mobilehome
Residency Law details the seven reasons why you can
be evicted. One is failure to pay rent on time, another
is failure to comply with park rules and regulations.
Consult 798.56 for further information or the FAQ
Handbook. See page 12.

Question: Is there a law which caps rent in my park?
Answer: No, there is nothing in the law which caps
rents. Park owners will continue to raise them yearly.
Question: How many parks have rent control in
California? Answer: There are 365,000 mobilehome
spaces in the state, and 165,000 have some form of rent
control. Of these about 65,000 to 70,000 have some
form of vacancy control, i.e. a cap on the rent when a
home is sold.

Question: When is a resident most vulnerable to the
park? Answer: We feel residents are most vulnerable
when they go to sell their home.
Question: If you own a mobile home older than 1974
and the park asks you to move it out of the park rather
than sell it, what should you do? Answer: Age is not
a criteria to make you move your mobile home. Only
health and safety issues. Call HCD for an inspection.

Question: Our manager harasses and intimidates
residents in my park. What can we do? Answer: The
FAQ Handbook states: “The Mobilehome Residency
Law (MRL) gives residents certain rights, but when
difficult issues have to be resolved, residents need to
form homeowners’ organizations or affiliate with
mobilehome groups that advocate for mobilehome
owners interests and work as a group in dealing with
the park management. The best defense is a good
offense, but don’t confront the manager in a belligerent
or overly argumentative fashion.

Question: If the park gives you a 7 day notice, what
should you do? Answer: First of all, you must know
the legal consequences of violating a seven day notice.
See Civil Code 798.56(d). If you receive three seven
day notices within a 12 month period for the same rule
violation, the park can give you a sixty day notice to
vacate.

Question: Is there an ultimate solution to all the
issues we experience in our parks today? Answer: Yes.
The answer is resident ownership of the park.

Question: What should you do if you have a tree
that needs to be removed from your space. Answer: If
the tree poses a health and safety violation, ask the park
to take care of it. If they refuse, make a complaint to
HCD and they will come out and inspect.

Question: Where can I get more information from
regarding resident ownership of my park: Answer: Try
GSMOL. www.gsmol.org

Question: If you receive a 3 day notice to pay or quit?
What does it mean? What if you let the 3 day period
elapse? Answer: A 3 day notice is serious. Every effort
should be made to pay within the 3 days; otherwise the
park can and will serve you a 60 day notice of eviction.
Ultimately, you could lose your home if you are not
careful.

Question: Do rent increases effect my equity?
Answer: Yes. Some estimate for every $10/month
increase the value of your home decreases $1000.
Question: The manager keeps threatening to evict
me. Can the manager really evict me? Answer: In a
North San Diego County - The Digest
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Earthquake Insurance, Do I need it?
With that in mind, please think of earthquake
insurance as a resource only for “The Big One”.
Quake deductibles range from 10% to 15% of your
home’s insured amount. That’s $10,000 to 15,000 on
a $100,000 policy. So, for those who sustain cosmetic
damage only, there may be nothing paid by your earthquake policy.

How do you decide to whether to buy earthquake
insurance or to take your chances without it? For many
it’s a matter of money. Many simply can’t afford it,
while others are afraid of the consequences to be caught
without it.
I want to give you some ideas to help you decide
what’s best for YOUR situation. Please consider two
things. Number one is the geology under your park
and the second is how well you home is braces for such
an event.

However, if your home leaves the foundation, you will
stand to collect 10s of thousands from your insurance
to get you back into your home.

Here in Orange County, as well as other coastal
counties, we have areas which are subject to liquefaction. That’s a condition where high water table areas can
turn into a sort of muddy jello when violently shaken
by an earthquake. In an extreme earthquake, it will be
hard to avoid damage as the mobile home and the pad
that it’s on can sink into the muck. Homes in these
areas are much more expensive to insure. Earthquake
insurance is certainly recommended in these areas.

In 1994 FEMA was very helpful those unable to
handle their deductibles. In fact, FEMA (the Federal
Emergency Management Agency) installed and paid
for 38,000 EQ bracing systems in Orange, Ventura
and Los Angeles counties to mitigate future earthquake
damage for manufactured home owners.
Another critical point I would like to make involves
Additional Living Expense coverage (aka: Loss of Use
coverage). Unless you have friends or family you can
stay with after a devastating earthquake, you will need
funds to pay for food and lodging while you’re out of
your home. Basic quake policies only allow $1500 for
this coverage. If you’re out of your home, you can bet
that most of your neighbors are out of theirs too and
places to stay will be extremely sparse. I recommend
the purchase of a higher limit for this coverage. The
length of time required to repair or replace a manufactured home is, at the very best, 3 to 6 months and,
that’s a lot of rent to pay.

In the aftermath of the 1994 Northridge quake,
the State of California passed legislation requiring all
manufactured homes built in 1996 and later to have an
earthquake safety bracing system installed as a part of
set up. Also, all homes relocated after 1996 had to have
a bracing system installed as part of the move.
These bracing systems work! The primary cause of
severe damage happens when the home comes off the
piers that support it. When this happens all utility
services are severed; electricity, phone/internet, water,
sewerage & gas. The piers will poke up through the
floor destroying the subflooring and floor coverings.
The worst of it will that Red Tag placed on your door
by ‘the powers that be’ which prohibits your occupancy.

If you have questions, be sure to call your agent or,
feel free to call us at Hughes West-Brook Insurance
Agency 800-660-0204. We are in our 41st year serving
the manufactured housing community only!

Unless it’s the “really big one”, manufactured homes
with a qualified support system will remain on the
piers. There may be broken dishes and TVs. There may
be a separation in the roof and there might be other
cosmetic damage. However, you will likely be allowed
to sleep in your bed without interruption, while your
neighbors may have to seek shelter elsewhere. This is a
big deal.
North San Diego County - The Digest

Myron Hughes, owner/broker (See Myron’s Ad on
page 16) is very knowledgable and even knows much
of the history of advocacy here in California. Give him
a call at 800-660-0204 and tell him you appreciate his
support of Mobilehome Magazine. Let him know that
when your insurance is due, you will give him a chance
to write your policy.
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Handbook of Frequently Asked Questions
The “Handbook” was actually compiled by the Select Committee on Manufactured Homes and Communities.
We thank Stephanie Reid, Senator Richard Roth and other committee members for the opportunity to publish it
and offer it to our readers. It is an invaluable reference which should be consulted whenever an issue comes
up. Now you can receive it direct from MH Life Magazine. Just fill out the application on page 13 with a check
for $5. Below is a list of questions, we’re sure you will find some of them interesting.
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MH Life Magazine
MH Life Vs Your Regional Magazine

Our Philosophy

MH Life Magazine is a state-wide publication for the
mobile/manufactured home owner community. We
have been providing important information to you
since 2004. MH Life provides you different information than does your regional magazine.

We will be successful in protecting the rights of homeowners and their way of life only when we all work
together. We believe there is Strength in Numbers and
Knowledge is Power.

Our Goals

Content
We have used a variety of authors - attorneys, homeowners, business professionals, and others. Our goal
is to provide you important information to enable
you to protect yourself against those park owners and
managers who may violate the law. We know what
you’re experiencing. We’ve been there ourselves.

One goal is to unite the community and its different
regions through the use of our regional magazines. All
magazines will be posted on the mobilehomemagazine
website. All may be viewed and downloaded. And now
every mobilehome owner can learn what’s happening
in other areas around California. Remember, they are
free to all communities around California.

Website

Subscription

Our website is www.mobilehomemagazine.org. On
it you will find displayed all seven years of magazines.
An entire magazine or individual articles may be downloaded very simply. And we are happy to have you pass
on magazines/articles to your friends.

Subscriptions are good until 12/31/2018. To that
end, please subtract $1 for each month that has already
passed, from the $15 yearly subscription. For example,
if you’re subscribing in April, your fee will be $15 less
$4 or $11. This means we don’t have to spend a lot
of time tracking yearly subscriptions. Thank you for
To God Be The Glory
reading.

MH Life Magazine Subscription Form
NAME:_______________________________________________ Date:______________________
MAILING ADDRESS:________________________E-MAIL:_____________________________
SPACE #:__________CITY:________________________________ ZIP:____________________
PHONE #:_____________________________PARK NAME:______________________________

____ Subscription to MH Life Magazine (expires 12/31/2018). ($11)

$______

____ FAQ Handbook - See Page 12 ($5)

$______

____ I believe in the cause and your good work. I want to donate.

$______

____ I will help out. ____ I will deliver magazines. ____
Make Checks Payable to: Mobilehome Magazine
MAIL TO:

Mobilehome Magazine, P.O. BOX 3774 , Chatsworth, CA. 91313

4/2018

Questions: 818-886-6479 / 800-929/6061. fawodley@yahoo.com
North San Diego County - The Digest
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How To Make Money In The MH Park Business
Simple and Proven Strategies by Dave Reynolds
lot rent. Period. Even if you insist on including other
income in your application, your bank will stop you by
refusing your loan.

Editor’s Note: Dave Reynolds is an active investor
in mobilehome parks and also the cofounder and
co-owner of mobilehome university. https://www.
mobilehomeuniversity.com. Dave recently teamed up
with another industry professional and investor, Frank
Rolfe, and together they have created an entire series
on How to Buy, Sell, Operate and Turnaround MH
Communities (Parks).

Buy at a 10% cap rate or better You should only get
in the mobile home park business to make money, and
positioning yourself to do that is crucial.
Buying parks at a 6% or 8% return is starting off
behind the 8-ball. You may only cover your mortgage
with no cash flow as reward for all your time, effort
and risk.

Both Dave and Frank make their money promoting
the purchase of MH parks. We put this article in the
magazine to show you how park owners and their
promoters think. Just read the title again! How to
Make Money. These are their strategies that are simple
and proven, i.e. they have worked in the past.

Push rents relentlessly There is no better way to
make money in the mobile home park business than to
increase rents. Every dollar that increase goes directly
to the bottom line and is worth 10 times more in
determining the value of the park. Increasing rents
by $1,000 per month yields $120,000 in sales value
enhancements, at a 10% cap rate.

--------------------------------------------------------------Advice on due diligence and buying and operating
mobile home parks effectively has filled dozens and
dozens of books, but the general theory of how to make
money with mobile home park investments could fit
on the back of an envelope.

Groom the park into a 20% cap rate. If you push
the rents by about 10% each year, it will take you only
about seven years to double the rent. Can you push
rents this aggressively? You bet. At $3,000 or so to
move a mobile home, there is a huge barrier to moving
out, so tenants will accept pretty much whatever you
raise the rents to.

This article will explain in a few, simple steps how
to make money in mobile home parks. Buy a park in
a big market. It doesn’t have to be New York City, but
you need a market large enough size to fill vacant lots
and push rents. A mobile home park in a tiny town
suffers from little population growth and high dependency on the employment trends of a few large, local
employers. Also, you need prevailing two-bedroom
apartment rents in the $700 or so range. In housing
markets where the rent for a two-bedroom apartment
is $295 per month, tenants do not need mobile homes
for affordable housing and owners cannot push rents.

That’s the entire roadmap to success. It’s not complicated, but people make errors every day. In an effort to
buy something quickly, many people will sacrifice their
lives and buy a mobile home park on which they can’t
possibly profit.
If you respect yourself, you have to hold your ground
with our strategic deal points. If the seller won’t sell
at a 10% cap rate, then walk away from the deal. The
same is true with all the other subpoints. Without the
correct alignment, the park will be an inescapable and
profitless burden.

Stick to city water and city sewer, if you can If you
can avoid private utilities, you can avoid huge potential
capital expenditures. Using public utilities, the worst
capital expenditure you may face is a few thousand
dollars on pothole repair. But if you have a water well
or packaging plant or lagoon, the overnight cash you
might have to cough up could be $50,000 to $250,000.

Don’t try to get fancy if you want to make a million
dollars in the mobile home park business. Follow
proven formulas such as ours and you will have the best
chance at success.

Never count any income but lot rent You can’t use
any mobile home rentals, note income or laundry
income in your calculations. You can only rely on
North San Diego County - The Digest

h t t p : / / w w w. n u w i r e i n v e s t o r. c o m / h o w t o s /
how-tomake-money-in-the-mobile-home-park-business-51898.aspx Published on: August 12, 2008
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MOBILE HOME
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INSURANCE
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Ow RAtES!
SERVICE!

PAYMENT PLANS

DISCOUNT for Combining
Mobile Home and AUTO
Insurance!

q Fire
q Wind

q Liability
q Tornado
q Smoke Damage
q Explosion

q
q
q
q
q
q

VISA
MASTERCARD

Se Habla Espanol!
Replacement Cost MobileHome
Replacement Cost Contents
Falling Objects
Lightning
q Theft
Water Damage
q Workers'Comp.
Medical Payments
q Vandalism

Coverage available to $400,000!

YOUR CHOICE:

• Replacement Cost Mobile Home
• Stated Value Coverage
• Cash Value Coverage
• Discounts for Home and AUTO
Hughes West-Brook is your Mobile Home Insurance Specialist.
With us, Mobilehome insurance isn't a sideline. It's all we do. Give us a call!

HUGHES WEST-BROOK
Fountain Valley, California

(800) 660-0204
www.hwbins.com
LIC#0782241

sales@hwbins.com

HWB
Insuring your home for

Over 40 Years
Family Owned Since 1973

© 2016 Hughes West-Brook, Inc. All Rights Reserved

