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LET’S TALK ABOUT INTIMIDATION

 

Intimidation plays a big role in the strategy of 
some park owners.  Why intimidation?  Take a 
look at it’s definition: 

1. To make timid; to fill with fear. 

2. To coerce or inhibit by or as if by threats. 

Intimidate implies the presence or operation of a 
fear-inspiring force. 

Synonyms: browbeat, bulldoze, bully, coercion, 
threatening, demoralizing,  

These verbs all mean to frighten into submission, 
compliance, or acquiescence. Intimidation is: 

Threatening to use power or control to get 
others to do what you want them to do.  

Using coercion or force to get what you 
want from others. Making others feel like you 
are more powerful or forceful than what you 
really are.  

Wearing a mask of being "untouchable'' so 
that people keep an emotional distance from 
you and yet do for you what you desire.  

Using verbal and nonverbal cues to let oth-
ers know you are not going to reward any un-
faithfulness to what you desire them to do for 
you.  

Using verbally, physically, sexually, or 
emotionally abusive behaviors to get people to 
"stay in line.''  

Using physical size, stature, and strength 

to get others to respect and obey you.  

Using punishments such as seven day   
notices, or threats of eviction. Using quick 
temper, anger, or rage to get people to do what 
you want.  

Acting in such a way that no one would 
dare question or stand up to you over any of 
your decisions, opinions, or directives.  

Using your money, wealth, or status to put 
others into their place so that your power over 
them is secured and not questioned.  

Keeping others loyal to you by threats of 
pulling back your support, love, caring, inter-
est, or approval of them.  

Using dictatorial, “gestapo,” or autocratic behav-
iors to get people to do what you want. 
————————————————————
The affects of intimidation of residents in mobile-
home parks are obvious.  Residents are afraid. 
They are afraid of making the manager upset, 
afraid of retaliation, and ultimately afraid of being 
evicted.  They don’t dare question what manage-
ment says or does. They don’t dare “make 
waves.”  They try to live “under management’s 
radar.”  In essence, they submit to the will of 
management.  Management’s goal is realized!  

So what should residents do?   

1.  Don’t go it alone.  Management wins as long 
as you go it alone - remember the saying:  “divide 
and conquer?”  continued on Page 9  Intimidation                                  



COALITION OF MOBILEHOME OWNERS– SEPTEMBER 2008 PAGE 2 

EDITOR—THE VOICE 
FRANK WODLEY 

800-929-6061 
P.O. Box 4821 

Chatsworth, Ca. 91313 
fawodley@yahoo.com 

———————- 
THE VOICE is published monthly 
by the Coalition of Mobilehome       
Owners—California  for the use of  
its members.  THE VOICE wel-
comes articles of interest to mo-
bilehome owners.  

CoMO-CAL, Inc. is a non-profit 
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equal basis,    except management, 
owners and employees of owners.    
——————————————   

Purchase your Park

 

David Loop (Aptos):                
831-688-1293 

Deane Sargent (Hillsborough): 
650-375-8043 DVD on purchas-

ing your park—on request  

George Turk (Millennium Hous-
ing): 949-515-5100  

—————————————-- 

Mold Attorneys

 

Miller Law. Inc. (Sacramento)    
916-351-1200 

Handyman—San Fernando Valley 
Ray Emmons Construction 

818-800-3366 
Failure to Maintain Attorneys 

 

Endeman, Lincoln, Turek and 
Heater (ELTH)     San Diego   

800-895-5053 

THE CoMO-CAL TEAM

  
FRANK WODLEY 

President 
818-886-6479 

fawodley@yahoo.com  

BOB HITES 
Vice President 
530-743-2965 

anvil95993@yahoo.com  

SALLY STUDER 
Vice President 

Stanislaus Mobilehome    
Owners - Advocates                         

(reach thru CoMO-CAL)  

DONNA HELWIG 
Vice President 
707-836-7248 

donnahelwig@sbcglobal.net  

ROSEMARIE ROSALES 
Treasurer 

818-886-6479  

MILT BURDICK 
Political Reference Committee  

714-572-0253 
milters2000@yahoo.com  

RAY CHAVIRA 
Lancaster Representative 

661-946-8109 
raymondchavira@aol.com  

STEVE MOLSKI 
San Diego Representative 

619-427-1221 
molski1@nethere.com 

—————————————     

CONSULTANTS &          
CONTRIBUTORS  

David Grabill (Santa Rosa):    
707-528-6811 

Rosemary Tomai 
Homeowners Coalition 
Mobilehome Parks in        

Tuolumne Co.:  209-532-0889 

Jerry Lenhard         
(Escondido): 760-745-3734 

David Loop (Aptos)                
831-688-1293  

Attorneys—MRL Issues

 

Adrian Andrade (Santa Maria) 
805-928-3651 

Kristine Awalt (Sacramento):  
916-927-7311 

Will Constantine (Santa Cruz):  
(831) 420-1238  

David Grabill (Santa Rosa):    
707-528-6811 

Jim Holmes (Ventura):            
805-642-2781 

Stuart Parker (Los Angeles):   
323-931-2999 

Jeremy Singer (San Diego):     
619-543-8190 

Bruce Stanton (San Jose):       
408-971-0900 

William Wynder (Carson)  

wwynder@awattorneys.com

 

———————-  

HCD - Riverside        
909-951-4431 or 909-782-4420.  

On the web:  comocal.org   Message Bd: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/comocal/   E-mail: comocal@yahoo.com 
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WE WON’T SHUT DOWN

 

We are proud to say CoMO-CAL represents an 
opportunity for all    mobilehome owners in Cali-
fornia. An opportunity to have a voice, to stand up 
to unscrupulous park owners, and to finally have 
hope that positive changes can be achieved in    
mobilehome parks. 

My article last month about CoMO-CAL shutting 
down was written to let you and others know that 
CoMO-CAL is not a given, that we require more 
than your $15 annual membership fee if we are to 
really accomplishment our goals.  We need your 
support, we need your eyes and ears, and your 
feedback.  And if you can afford it and believe in 
us, your donations. 

We thank each one of you who have called or writ-
ten showing your concern that CoMO-CAL may 
close its doors.  Let me be very clear, CoMO-CAL 
WILL NEVER SHUT DOWN as long as we 
have members to serve.   

What is the alternative?  Going it alone?  Picking 
an attorney out of the yellow pages when you get a 
notice?  Calling the HCD Ombudsman?  Asking 
another advocacy group for help?  Actually none 
of these are real options for you.  I’ve been there 
myself with NO WHERE TO TURN.   

The bottom line:  volunteer to help us in your park. 
We also need regional volunteers.  Take on a task 
like rent control.  We have many ideas, and need 
your help implementing them.  We are considering 
raising the yearly dues to $20.  This would almost 
double monies available for everything we do.  
And we would continue to allow those on fixed 
incomes to pay what they can afford. 

WIN $200 AND HELP US GROW

 

Last month’s VOICE mentioned that Bob Hites 
and Frank Wodley are contributing $300 for a con-
test to see who can get the most new members for 
CoMO-CAL between August 1st and September 
31st.  In order to give everyone a fair chance, we 
have extended the cut off date to Dec. 31, 2008.

 

For every new $15 member you sponsor, you get 
one point, two points for a $40 member. Winners 
will be announced in the  February 2009  VOICE.   

Points will be totaled on January 1, 2009.  The 
sponsor with the most points wins. First place    
receives $200 cash.  2nd place $50, 3rd place $25, 
4th place $15 and 5th place $10.  So this is your 
chance to make a few dollars and help us grow our 
membership.   

Note: a sponsor need not be a single CoMO-CAL 
member. It can be an HOA or a group of members.  
In that case, the prize would go to the HOA or    
collectively to the people doing the work.  

Why are new members important? 

More members = more eyes and ears = more 
information = more knowledge = more power 
= more can be accomplished =more members, 
etc. 

More know they can call CoMO-CAL to get 
help i.e. less are alone 

So have you printed your name on “Sponsored by”, 
and made copies?  You can copy our article - 10 
Reasons to Join CoMO-CAL (Page 18) and include 
it with an application.   

This is your opportunity to grow your organization.   

WE WILL NEVER SHUT DOWN! 

 
By Frank Wodley, CoMO-CAL President
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September Lesson - Know about your Rent Increases

 
Whether you are under a long term lease, month to 
month, without or with rent control, you need to 
know what rent increases are appropriate. 

As you read last month, some managers here in 
Los Angeles were giving increases of 4% instead 
of 3%. And the City of Los Angeles Housing    
Department does not provide “watch dog”          
services.   

In order to enforce the rent stabilization ordinance, 
each of the 6600 spaces MUST know what the  
legal rent increase is, and just not take the word of 
management.   

NO MATTER WHERE YOU LIVE, This is what 
you MUST DO: 

Determine if you are renting under a month to 
month tenancy or long term lease.   

In the case of a long term lease, all rent increases 
are governed by that document. End of story. 

In the case of month to month, you may or may 
not be in a rent control area.  You MUST           
determine this. If you are not sure and don’t know 
how to research it, call us and we will help. 

If you are not under rent control, the park may  
increase your rent without bound, i.e. there is no 
cap on the amount of the increase. 

If you are under a RSO (rent stabilization ordi-
nance), you need to determine the legal increase.  
Again, if you can’t do that, call us and we will try 
to help. And remember, only about 25% of rental 
spaces in California are under a RSO.  Many parks 
have gotten around the RSO by giving residents 
long term leases.  

On the web:  comocal.org   Message Bd: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/comocal/   E-mail: comocal@yahoo.com 

CoMO-CAL is now registered as a member of the 
Manufactured Home Owners Association of Amer-
ica.  MHOAA is a National Organization dedicated 
to the protection of the rights of all people living in 
Manufactured Housing in the United States.   

They strive for the enactment of legislation which 
is intended to improve the quality of life for those 
who own the land on which their homes are       
situated AND those who might be living in rental 
communities. 

They also monitor regulatory agencies e.g. (HUD) 
as well as State agencies in an attempt at assuring 
that statutes which exist as well as those planned 
will be tailored for the BENEFIT of resident/
owners/renters of Manufactured Housing. 

MHOAA is comprised of all volunteers who      
receive no compensation (save legitimate           
expenses) and who are totally dedicated to the   
welfare of its constituency.  

MHOAA is sponsoring a National Convention in 
October 2008 and CoMO-CAL will be represented 
by our President, Frank Wodley.    

CoMO-CAL has a long relationship with Kristen 
Zenter, President of the Wisconsin group and the 
past president of the group in Florida was a 
CoMO-CAL member.  

We will have a full article in the November THE 
VOICE regarding this Convention.  Note: a large 
part of Frank’s expenses are being paid through a 
scholarship through MHOAA, not CoMO-CAL. 

CoMO-CAL Now Member of MHOAA 

 

(Manufactured Home Owners Association of America)

 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/comocal/
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UPDATE ON RENT CONTROL ISSUES IN LOS ANGELES

 
Don’t pass this article by if you don’t live in Los 
Angeles.  There are lessons to be learned by all.  

Remember last month we said some parks were 
giving rent increases higher than allowable. An 
official of the L.A. Housing Department wrote us:  
You are also correct in stating that RSO enforce-
ment is complaint – based.  The Ordinance, as 
adopted by Council, has always only provided for 
complaint based enforcement.  Education of land-
lords and tenants about their rights and responsi-
bilities is very important.  LAMC Section 151.05 
requires that landlords shall not demand or collect 
rent for a rental unit without first serving a copy 
of the Rent Registration Certificate on the tenant 
of the rental unit every year. 

We also did a little more homework.  The ordi-
nance indicates Registration Certificates are issued 
in April each year and are good April 30 through 
April 30 of the following year. This means manag-
ers know the allowable increase more than 90 days 
prior to July 1st when the new increase applies. 

So what lessons did we learn? 

Managers (under an RSO) sometimes do not 
take simple steps to follow the law, even about 
important issues like rent increases. 

Managers HAVE the necessary information, 
i.e. they are given Registration Certificates 
which state the allowable increase. 

There are NO checks and balances, i.e. no one 
is watching managers.  No one knows which 
ones are following the law, which ones are not. 

Managers are REQUIRED to serve resi-
dents a copy of the Rent Registration Cer-
tificate - this is simply NOT HAPPENING.

 
Education is IMPERATIVE.  Tenants must 
know their rights, landlords must know their 
responsibilities.   

Tenants SHOULD NOT rely on managers to 
always follow the law.   

Often managers will tell us, “This is private 
property, we don’t have to follow the MRL or 
other laws.”   

Ultimately, homeowners need an organization like 
CoMO-CAL to assist them.  There are too many 
issues, too many problems, and not enough time to 
be an expert on everything.   

The situation in Los Angeles is a prime example.  
Some managers are not doing their job responsi-
bly—this is a fact.  And some managers go beyond 
that and break the law intentionally.  So residents 
MUST BE PREPARED.   

Even with all our work, there could still be  many 
homeowners in Los Angeles that are not getting 
the allowable rent increase.  Why?  Because home-
owners in many parks have not joined CoMO-
CAL.  They have perhaps decided they can go it 
alone or CoMO-CAL can’t help them.  Well, 
THEY ARE WRONG.   

Of course parks WANT you to think all is well, 
that you can TRUST THEM.  They often cite the 
law in their newsletters to give the impression they 
follow the law.   

Finally, if you DO NOT live in Los Angeles, you 
need to determine if you live under rent control and 
if you do, what is the allowable increase for your 
area.  If you don’t know how to find this informa-
tion, CALL US!  WE ARE HERE TO HELP YOU 
PROTECT YOURSELF.  800-929-6061. 
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For the 40,000 people living in the state's manufac-
tured home communities, compromise legislation 
that was unanimously passed in the Senate, Monday, 
June 30, assures that they will be allowed first offer 
to buy their parks, should they go up for sale.  

The measure also gives the homeowners a second 
chance to buy their parks sold at auction-if they 
match winning bids. Passing the bill, which was in-
troduced as the right-of-first-refusal bill last year, 
took much wrangling, rewriting and debating among 
lawmakers, park owners and homeowners.            .  

In its most recent form, House Bill 504, called a 
truly compromise piece of legislation by Sen. 
George Bunting, D-Bethany Beach, is also being 
used as a legislative model nationally, says Ed 
Speraw, president of the Delaware Manufactured 
Home Owners Association (DMHOA).          .  

"It is a law that will be sent everywhere. I've already 
sent it to Utah, Florida and California. All these 
folks are interested in it. It is a good law," said 
Speraw.  

After manufactured homeowners began complaining 
to legislators about escalating lot rents-including 
yearly increases as high as 50 percent-on land not 
owned by them, Sen. George Bunting, D-Bethany 
Beach, introduced Senate Bill 122, or the right-of-
f i r s t - r e f u s a l b i l l , l a s t y e a r . 
That measure passed the Senate 17-2, but stalled in a 
House subcommittee until recently.         .  

With 40 representatives voting in favor and one ab-
staining, H.B. 504-assigned a new number and title-
coasted through the House of Representatives on 
Tuesday, June 24. The governor has yet to sign the 
bill, but there is no opposition, said Rep. Pete 
Schwartzkopf, D-Rehoboth Beach. He said plans are 
under way to hold a ceremonial signing of the bill.             
.  

New name, same protection      .  
H.B. 504 says manufactured home park owners may 
not sell their parks to another party at the same price 
offered by, or less than the sum offered by those liv-
ing within the parks.           .   

Fred Neil, DMHOA public affairs officer, said the 
bill gives those manufactured homeowners, who are 
ready to buy their communities, a real opportunity to 
do so and to preserve their homes.  

"DMHOA is delighted that homeowners will now 
have the opportunity to buy their communities and 
preserve their way of life without the fear their com-
munities will be sold out from under them," said 
Neil. He said the measure helps to preserve non-
government-subsidized, taxpayer-owned, affordable 
housing.             .  

Park owners wanted the right to auction their land, 
something to which residents were initially opposed, 
he said. Park owners also wanted to recognize any 
homeowners' association, while homeowners wanted 
the organization representing them to only be recog-
nized, he said.          .  

Schwartzkopf said it took a lot of discussion and 
compromise to get to this point. He called the com-
promise a win for each side. "We were all concerned 
with having some protection in place for the tenants 
before we get done in June," Schwartzkopf said. 

.Speraw said the bill is a national legislative model 
because it is comprehensive and covers all types of 
potential park sales.  

"We didn't go for just right-of-first-refusal bill, we 
went into different types of sales such as those tak-
ing place at auction," said Speraw. "I think it's 
worked out very well. Certainly we're already hear-
ing now from other manufactured home communi-
ties about what they can do to get their communities 
in line too. It's going to be a jump-start for DMHOA 
particularly." 

Deleware Passes First Right of Refusal By Leah Hoenen and Kevin Spence - Jul 7, 2008

 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/comocal/
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Section 798.26 of the MRL requires park owners to 
get written permission to enter a mobilehome, but 
allows them to enter the lot space for legitimate 
maintenance purposes and for "protection of the 
mobilehome park.".  SB 1234, as signed by the 
Governor on July 10th, requires park owners to 
also get written permission to enter an "enclosed 
accessory structure" on the lot space such as a stor-
age shed or cabana.  An enclosed attached porch is 
likely protected from entry under current law be-
cause it's part of the "home."  So the main effect of 
the bill is to require park owners to get written con-
sent before entering a storage shed or cabana, 
whereas current law allows them to require that 
residents let them enter these for legitimate mainte-
nance purposes and to protect the park.  

The bill takes effect January 1, 2009. As initially 
drafted, it would have required park owners to 
give 7 days notice before entering onto a resi-
dent's lot space except in emergencies, and was 
voted down by the Senate.  After that ill-

conceived language was dropped, the bill passed 
the Senate and Assembly with only token opposi-
t i o n .           .    

The bill gives residents who have accessory sheds 
or cabanas some privacy protection.  But it may 
also have some unintended consequences. If a park 
owner can't enter a storage shed without written 
consent, he/she may not be able to enforce legiti-
mate park rules relating to residents' health and 
safety.  Local building inspectors normally can't 
enforce health and safety codes in mobilehome 
parks. State HCD inspectors can't legally enter 
homes or accessory buildings without consent, and 
the MRL does not authorize them to go to court to 
get warrants to enter.  So while the bill gives     
mobilehome residents some additional privacy pro-
tections against bad managers, it may also make it 
a little harder to enforce health and safety rules 
against a bad resident.                  .     

David Grabill, Attorney at Law, Santa Rosa 

SB 1234 Signed by Governor Schwarzeneger by David Grabill, Attorney 

CoMO-CAL THIS AND THAT

 

New Website: We are working on a new website 
for CoMO-CAL.  It will include much more infor-
mation than the present site.   

We would like to include photos from parks 
around the State of California.  If you have photos 
of your park, any kind of photo, that gives us an 
idea what your park looks like, please email it to 
comocal@yahoo.com. 

If there is content you’d like to see, we are open to 
your suggestions.  Remember, CoMO-CAL is 
yours to use - you ARE CoMO-CAL. 

HOA’s Team with Us:  Many of you have a park 
newsletter.  Please think about using information 
from THE VOICE - like articles written by our 
attorneys, David Loop, etc.  All residents in your 
park would benefit reading these articles.  Just 
give CoMO-CAL credit and include our contact 
information, perhaps telling residents we are a 
state wide advocate for mobilehome owners and 
asking them to join. 

Also, if you have news from your park, your city, 
or county, email it to us (please don’t clip articles 
from the paper).  We will try to include them. 
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Some Thoughts on Estate Planning by David Loop
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My previous articles for The Voice have been 
about how mobilehome owners can organize to 
buy the mobilehome parks where they live.  This 
article is about estate planning – another topic 
about which I get many questions. 

First of all, congratulations for starting to read 
this! Estate planning is a topic most people don’t 
like to contemplate. Surveys show that between 
50% and 60% of Americans don’t have a will, or 
any kind of estate plan. It’s not pleasant to think 
about the undeniable fact that sooner or later, all 
of us will die. But for many of us getting along 
in years, there’s this nagging – and appropriate – 
feeling… “I ought to do something about making 
an estate plan…” 

What is an “Estate Plan?”  It’s more than just   
creating a will or a living trust stating who gets 
your property after you die. An estate plan should 
also include: 

Taking steps so that after your death, your 
heirs avoid going through probate court 
proceedings; 

Making a plan for your own care, if someday 
you can’t make decisions on your own; 

Taking steps to avoid estate taxes (if you are 
married and own large amounts of     
property); 

If you have young children, making arrange-
ments for their care in the event of your 
death. 

You can achieve these things through a 
“testamentary document” such as a will or a    
living trust. 

If you die without creating a will or trust, the 
State will decide what happens to your property 
according to “intestate succession” laws. These 
are set formulas that divide your property among 
your closest living relatives. Other possible heirs, 

such as friends or charities are completely       
excluded. The State’s formulas may not match 
your wishes about how your property is distrib-
uted upon your death. 

Wills and Living Trusts – What’s The Differ-
ence?

 

Wills and living trusts both have the same pur-
pose. They let you leave your property to specific 
individuals. However, there is one big difference 
between a will and a living trust.  Assets put in a 
living trust don’t have to go through probate 
court after your death.  This is because when 
you create your living trust, you transfer owner-
ship of the designated property to yourself as a 
“trustee.” During your life, you still control all 
the property in your living trust. You can do with 
it whatever you like. After your death, the person 
you name to be your “successor trustee”          
distributes the property according to your wishes.  
Your specific wishes are written in the living trust 
document. 

Why is it worthwhile to avoid probate court    
proceedings? There are two reasons: time and 
money. It can take a year or more to go through 
probate. It takes time to file the deceased person’s 
will with the probate court, gather their assets, 
pay the estate’s debts and taxes, and finally     
distribute what is left. As probate proceedings go 
on, fees for attorneys, accountants, appraisers and 
the probate court eat into the amount that will be 
inherited. Compare this with the distribution of 
assets under a living trust, which can be           
accomplished without court proceedings, with 
less expense, and usually within in a few weeks. 

What Do I Need – A Will or a Living Trust?

 

Many people actually have both. They use a    
living trust to avoid probate. They also have  a 
“back-up” will to cover property they don’t get 
around to transferring to the trust, and for types of 
property that are best not put into a living trust 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/comocal/
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(e.g., your car). 

Some “small” estates left only by a will can avoid 
probate. California has an out of court affidavit 
procedure for transfer of property, and a separate 
“simplified” probate process as well. However, 
these procedures apply only to estates with less 
than $100,000 in assets.  Some items don’t count 
towards the $100,000 limit (e.g., property that 
goes to a surviving spouse, payable-on-death bank 
accounts, vehicles and mobilehomes).  

However, if your combined “non-exempt” assets 
exceed $100,000, and you have only a will,     
simplified property transfer procedures won’t be 
available. After your death, your estate would be 

required to go through probate court. 

For many mobilehome owners in California, the 
best “cornerstone” of an estate plan is a living 
trust.  To avoid the probate process, and for     
simplicity and speed of administration, the living 
trust is an excellent estate planning tool.  

David Loop is an attorney and homeowners’     
association board member at resident-owned   
Aptos Knoll Park, near Santa Cruz.  You can ask 
him questions by sending an e-mail to 
deloop1@sbcglobal.net, or calling 831-688-1293. 

Intimidation.  continued from front page 

That’s exactly the strategy of management.  As 
long as its one vs one with management, manage-
ment always wins. 

2.  Knowledge is Power.  Understand your rights.  
Understand the seven reasons for management to 
evict you.  And know when you are being intimi-
dated.   

3.  You are first a human being.  We are all Ameri-
cans, living in America, the land of the free.   

4.  Managers can’t take your power, you have to 
give it to them.  So DON’T GIVE THEM YOUR 
POWER.   

5.  We will support you in your park.  But the first 
thing to do is start talking with your neighbors and 
friends.  Form a small group, meet in someone’s 
home.  Get a HOA started. Take back your park! 

ANSWER TO LAST MONTHS QUIZ -

 

WHAT IS THE NAME OF THIS BRIDGE?

  

Located 13.3 miles South of Carmel, Bixby Creek 
Bridge was one of the largest single-arch concrete 
bridge in the world when it was completed in 
1932. It took five more years for Route 1 along 
Big Sur to be completed in 1937 and shortly there-
after, California Sea Otters were discovered from 
this location in 1938.  It is 714 feet long and has a 
main span of 320 feet. 300,000 feet of timber, ex-

cavation of 4,700 cubic yards of earth and rock 
and 45,000 sacks of cement transported from San 
Andreas and Davenport (near Santa Cruz)  were 
part of the equation for solid and long-lasting con-
struction. Registered as an Historic Landmark, the 
bridge recently underwent a retrofit for more strin-
gent earthquake standards which have come into 
effect in the 70 years since it was con-
structed.  The two-lane arch bridge over Bixby 
Creek – in Big Sur, California -- reflects the Art 
Deco style popular in the early 1930s, when the 
crossing was built.  
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While researching the article about intimidation in 
mobilehome parks, I came across an organization 
in the United Kingdom (U.K.) called Park Home 
Residents Action Alliance or PHRAA founded in 
2002.  You will find their website at:              
http://www.phraa.co.uk/.  To quote them: 

PHRAA works exclusively for Park Home Owners. 
PHRAA DOES NOT advise or help Park 
(Site) Owners, never has and never will. We are a 
residents association for our members and not   
following the trend of other associations who are 
sitting on the fence advising both home owners and 
site owners. We are here to help and advise    
members living in Park (Mobile) Homes. Do not 
feel alone, contact us and we will try to do our best 
even if it only just to listen, never ever feel that you 
have no one to talk to, one of us is always here at 
the end of a phone or we will get back to you as 
soon as possible. 

They publish a quarterly newsletter; however most 
of their information is on their website.  They   
publish “Warning Bulletins,” much like our 
“Alerts.”   

CoMO-CAL and PHRAA are surprisingly similar.  
Just take one statement: 

The PHRAA website is the only national residents 
association or Park Home Trade Organization 
completely open to view. This website is not       
restricted to members only, all information       
supplied here is the plain unvarnished truth, no 
exaggeration, no excuses, no waffle; we adhere to 
the facts only.  

In fact the same can be said of CoMO-CAL.  We 
strive for truth, and nothing is sacred or off limits.  
Our focus is mobilehome owners, simple as that. 

One look at the PHRAA website will convince you 
that the issues we fact in California are faced in the 
U.K. also.  Almost every statement made by 
PHRAA could also be made by CoMO-CAL.  It 
really boggles the mind!  So don’t just take our 
word - here is another organization, devoted to the 
homeowner, that is saying the same things we are. 

There are a few differences between us: 

There are about 1,200 parks in the U.K. with about 
250,000 spaces (vs 4,822 parks and about 650,000 
spaces here in California alone). 

In the U.K., space rent is called a “pitch fee.”  The 
cost to go to court is much higher in the U.K. - 
they are quoting around $40,000. And the time it 
takes to hear a case is quite long, perhaps over 2 
years.  Rents in the U.K. seem to be quite low, usu-
ally less than $300/month.  The initial cost of 
homes is very high - as much as $500k - $600k. 

It appears as if park owners are much more bold - 
some come right out and say you can’t sell your 
home.  There have been instances where park own-
ers “torched” a home when the homeowner went 
against him.   

Homeowner groups must be recognized by the 
park owner if they have 51% of the residents; how-
ever all residents MUST be listed for the park 
owner to see.  (Of course this invites retaliation by 
the park owner.)   

The main body of laws are from 1983.  Some 
amendments were made in 2006, but mostly in  
favor of park owners.  Park owners DO NOT have 
to give residents a copy of the laws, contrary to 
California (we are given the MRL by February 1st 
each year).   

CoMO-CAL and PHRAA will team up and work 

On the web:  comocal.org   Message Bd: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/comocal/   E-mail: comocal@yahoo.com 

PARK HOME RESIDENTS ACTION ALLIANCE (UNITED KINGDOM)

 

http://www.phraa.co.uk/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/comocal/


COALITION OF MOBILEHOME OWNERS - SEPTEMBER 2008 PAGE 11 

What price "Justice" for Park Home owners (United Kingdom)

 
Written by Ron Joyce, PHRAA, Wednesday, 23 
October 2007 (UNITED KINGDOM) 

There is one vitally important piece of information, 
crucial to the future health, wealth and happiness of 
anyone considering the purchase of a Park Home, 
carefully omitted from all the glossy adverts, glow-
ing write ups in specialist magazines and the press, 
all seeking to glorify park home life as the perfect 
lifestyle for those approaching, or have 
reached,  retirement age.  Sell up your bricks and 
mortar homes, release the capital and buy a park 
home leaving you worry free with a nice little nest 
egg left over to spend on treating yourself to all the 
things you’ve always wished for, but could never 
afford. Sounds to good to be true doesn’t it?  Yes it 
can be. But get it wrong and the idyllic life you 
have been led to expect could turn into an horrific 
nightmare if the park you have chosen is owned, or 
is purchased later, by an unscrupulous park owner. 
It is only then, when its too late, that you find 
out the hard way that the missing vital piece of 
information, carefully not mentioned before you 
parted with your hard earned cash was,  that all 
the laws you took for granted whilst living in 
bricks and mortar in the outside world, are of 
no use to you now. The only law that applies in 
practice on a

 

park home site is the law as de-
creed by the park owner, who will be obeyed at 
all times. Step out of line, dare to ask questions, 
or fail to accede to his constant demands for 
even more of your hard earned cash imposed by 
means of high pitch fee increases and other 
charges and you will be branded a trouble 
maker. Woe betide you then!!! 

You will of course be showered with comforting 
assurances by the charming park owner or sales 
person whilst engaged in the very simple buying 
process. ( a park home is not housing, its classed 
as a caravan, therefore a chattel,

 

and is pur-
chased in exactly the same way as a car or TV 
etc.,) more than likely the park owner or his agent 
will have persuaded you that it is not necessary to 
employ the services of a solicitor for the buying 

process. But in view of the many thousands of 
pounds of your savings being invested in the home, 
PHRAA would strongly recommend that a solicitor 
is used, if only to oversee the transaction. Remem-
ber a park home is chattel, but unlike buying a car 
or a TV, if

 

things go wrong you cant take it back.

 

Many new park homeowners will find that every 
thing is fine and park home life is every bit as good 
as it has been portrayed, especially if the park has a 
good and caring owner. Even if the park proves to 
be owned by an Unscrupulous Park Owner, (UPO) 
everything may appear to be fine at first, especially 
if the park is undergoing development, *(older 
homes being removed, being replaced with new 
ones,)*  and the park owner has several empty new 
park homes standing unsold on the park. He will go 
to any lengths to keep his existing new residents 
happy, for obvious reasons.  This PHRAA refers to 
as ‘The HONEYMOON PERIOD’ and may last for 
weeks or months depending on the whim of the 
UPO. One thing is certain that it will end very 
abruptly the first time you ask questions or have 
reason to complain.  

The other increasingly common event, which shat-
ters the lives of the previously happy and contented 
park homeowners is when they wake up one morn-
ing to the news that the park has been sold. This 
comes as a tremendous shock as residents usually 
have no idea that the park was even up for sale. Un-
fortunately for the helpless residents, in 9 out of 10 
cases these days the park will have been sold to a 
UPO., who usually appears on the park accompa-
nied by ‘jack booted’ henchmen, and residents are 
soon left in no doubt that their previous happy and 
trouble free park home lifestyle has gone forever. 
IT IS NOW THAT DESPERATE RESIDENTS 
TURN TO THE LAW FOR HELP.

 

The law governing park homes is the MOBILE 
HOMES ACT 1983/2006 which innocent prospec-
tive park homeowners will have been assured af-
fords them compete protection and peace of mind. 
In practice however, especially where the park is 

CoMO-CAL, P.O. BOX 4821, CHATSWORTH, CA. 91313-4821 
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owned by a UPO., the Act is not worth the paper it 
is printed on, partly because it is riddled with more 
loopholes than a sieve, every one of which, when 
manipulated by his ‘clever’ solicitors, favour the 
park owner. But worst of all is the fact that the 
Government have placed the homeowners in an 
impossible position, made far worse by the re-
cent October 2006 amendments to the Act, by 
placing the entire burden of responsibility for 
enforcing the Act (law) firmly on the shoulders 
of the aggrieved park homeowner. In other words 
should the park owner……  

(1)….. persistently prevent the homeowner for exer-
cising his legal right to sell their home.  

(2)…. enter on to the homeowners pitch (plot) and 
remove their property and destroy their garden area.  

(3)…. commit acts of harassment, intimidation, 
abuse, bullying, threats of, or actual acts of violence 
against the homeowner.  

(4)…. fail to honour agreements, written or other-
wise entered into with the homeowner at the time of 
purchase.  

(5)….. fail to provide homeowner with a Mobile 
Home Act Agreement (contract)  

(6)…. fail to maintain services, which being part of 
the agreement, the homeowner has a right to expect.  

(7)…. fail to recognise, or deliberately obstruct the 
formation of,  a properly constituted residents asso-
ciation.  

(8)….. fail to provide documentary evidence to sup-
port claims for increased pitch fee increases or other 
charges as required by the Act, when requested to 
do so by homeowners.  

If any of the above listed or any other of the numer-
ous  breaches of the Act are committed against 
homeowners by a UPO the only course of action 
open to homeowners under park home law, is to 
undertake Court Action against the park 
owner.  This means that the only method of EN-
FORCING PARK HOME LAW due entirely to the 
fact that Government have refused to provide any 

official means of enforcement, falls on those least 
able to defend or protect themselves. The mainly 
elderly, therefore vulnerable, mostly 70, 80 90 year 
old pensioner members of our society who are the 
majority of the estimated 250,000 plus park home 
population. By failing to include provision, within 
the Act,  for the necessary powers of enforcement, 
the Government have forced the oppressed victims 
to prosecute their oppressors, irrespective of 
whether they have the will, the health, or the means 
to undertake such a traumatic and potentially finan-
cially ruinous experience, as many who have tried, 
even when believing they have a cast iron case, 
have found out to their cost.  

The first step is to try and find one of the very few 
Solicitors who have even a scant knowledge of park 
home law. This will cost around £175 plus VAT per 
hour. On top of this will be Barrister and Court 
costs, plus the costs of the Hearing totaling several 
thousand pounds. It will certainly take many 
months for the case to get to court. Two years is 
quite common before a date for the hearing is ar-
ranged. Once a date for the hearing is set it is quite 
common for the park owner or his Solicitor to con-
tact the Court a few days before the case is due to 
be heard, requesting that the case be put back be-
cause he is ill, is out of the country or any other 
ploy he can use to delay the case. This can and does 
happen time and time again, delaying the hearing 
for many more months during which time the costs 
and the intolerable stress levels for the helpless 
homeowner are rising astronomically. Make no 
mistake about it Government has handed the 
unscrupulous park owners the absolute 
power,  through the Mobile Homes Act, now 
made even worse by the 2006 amendments to 
that Act, to totally dominate the lives of park 
homeowners nationwide and while this present 
Mobile Homes Act remains as it is, there is noth-
ing any park homeowner can do about it. As all 
too many distraught park homeowners who con-
tact PHRAA openly describe their situation as 
“SECOND CLASS CITIZENS LIVING IN 
PRISON CAMPS FOR PENSIONERS”. Is this 
what you have paid, or are about to pay, 
£100,000 - £300,000 price of a park home for?   

On the web:  comocal.org   Message Bd: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/comocal/   E-mail: comocal@yahoo.com 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/comocal/


COALITION OF MOBILEHOME OWNERS– SEPTEMBER 2008 PAGE 13 

CoMO-CAL, P.O. BOX 4821, CHATSWORTH, CA. 91313-4821 

For the park homeowner taking Legal Action 
against a park owner in an attempt to obtain his 
rights is not for the faint hearted especially bearing 
in mind the advanced age of the average park home-
owner and his limited financial resources. Many 
have been forced to abandon cast iron cases through 
lack of funds or the physical and mental stress in-
volved having a detrimental effect on their health. 
There is also the fact that the park owner has the 
funds to employ the services of top legal firms who 
are specialists in park home law meaning that the 
odds of obtaining justice, especially against a UPO, 
are stacked heavily against the homeowner. Just to 
illustrate the point of how long it takes and how ex-
pensive taking Court Action against the park owner 
is in practice, here are four examples from our own 
park owners parks.  

(1)….. Resident aged 79 took our site owner to 
court for removing and destroying a large section of 
his plot together with stealing and destroying the 
residents storage shed complete with its contents. 
The case took over 3 years to get to court at a cost 
to the resident of over £11,000 which as he won he 
was awarded his costs plus a small amount of com-
pensation. However, 4 years on, the site owner has 
still not complied with the court Order to restore the 
damage. Resident was 79 when the case started, 81 
when it finally reached Court.  

(2)….. Resident, elderly lady 81 years of age, suf-
fering ill health had to move into sheltered accom-
modation. Home placed on market at £97,000 as 
valued. Buyer found within a week at asking price. 
Site owner illegally put off this buyer and every 
other  buyer by making untrue statements. Resident 
instigated court action over two years ago. Each 
time a date is set for hearing site owner makes ex-
cuses to the court stating he cannot appear on set 
date. Case put back several times now due either 
December 2007 or early in 2008. Resident besides 
being distraught is having to continue paying pitch 
fees, council tax and other charges on a home she 
cannot occupy or sell.  

(3)…. Elderly lady resident, same park, same site 
owner, similar case. 2 years waiting to get to Court. 
No date set as yet.  

(4)….. Elderly widower living alone, suffered from 
serious illness. Had to go into care Hospital. Placed 
home on market. Site owner illegally blocked sale 
for 2 years. Father died. Son inherited his fathers 
Park Home and site owner has been blocking sales 
for over 4 years. Son lost over £10,000 to date at-
tempting to obtain justice. Still has not sold. Son 
faced with yet further Court Action against site 
owner for illegally blocking sales.   

For the Government to bring out laws ostensibly to 
protect the welfare of park homeowners, but place 
the entire responsibility for the enforcement of 
those laws solely on the shoulders of 60, 70, 80,and 
90 year old pensioner park homeowners is nothing 
short of outrageous.  

PHRAA is fighting for the rights of park home-
owners to a fair deal on many fronts and will 
never rest until the Government recognises that 
this archaic Mobile Homes Act is responsible for 
the continued untenable plight of park home-
owners and that there is an urgent need to take 
action NOW to bring in and watertight legisla-
tion to protect park homeowners backed up by 
real, Government backed,  powers of enforce-
ment.   At present Park Homeowners are subject 
to laws akin to laws in force in 1607 that kept the 
peasants oppressed. Until new effective legisla-
tion is put in place park homeowners will remain 
the peasants of 2007 left to the mercy of the un-
scrupulous local Baron. ( UNSCRUPULOUS 
PARK OWNER)  

If you or any of your fellow residents have had 
similar experiences please let PHRAA know. We 
need your evidence to put pressure on government. 
Names will not be divulged without permis-
sion.  Help PHRAA to help you.

 

Compiled for PHRAA  

PARK HOME RESIDENTS ACTION              
ALLIANCE (UNITED KINGDOM) 

by Ron Joyce. General Secretary.   

August 2007. 
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The distribution of information to homeowners in    
mobilehome parks is critical. We have often writ-
ten that the distribution of information is our right, 
protected by the U.S. Constitution and the Mobile-
home Residency Law. Residents should know they 
are not alone, and others fighting to protect their 
rights.  This is the very basis of CoMO-CAL—
communication, education, and unity. 

Starlight Mobilehome Park is a perfect example of 
what can happen in a mobilehome park if just one 
or two residents are motivated to have change.  A 
resident learned about CoMO-CAL through the 
internet and contacted us. They have many issues 
in the park and wanted to organize residents.  We 
sent off a box of material, including newsletters, 
informational bulletins, applications, etc. 

Stewart Neill, Marvin Schwinn, Eve Mossholder, 
Vivienne Lautz, and others are doing a really terri-
fic job organizing residents.  They have distributed 
literature informing residents of meetings and they 
have been getting a very good turn out.  CoMO-
CAL applauds their hard work.  And they will be 
the first to tell you that it IS hard work.  They have 
been going door to door, knocking, and talking,  
letting their friends and neighbors know what’s 
happening.  They are holding meetings in a rented 
hall outside the park.  They have had trouble be-
fore with the manager and want to avoid that in the 
future. 

So where is the problem?  Unfortunately, as hap-
pens in many parks, their owner either doesn’t 
know the law or has decided he is above the law.  
He has been seen taking literature out of the resi-
dent tubes and told residents  that they could not 
use the tubes any longer and that they belonged to 
him.   (These tubes are even used by solicitors 

without interference.) 

It is time to draw a line in the sand!  We are going 
to fight anyone who breaks the law.  We are 
Americans, and we have rights.  We have many 
eyes and ears watching and listening for law 
breakers. 

With the help of Stewart Neill, CoMO-CAL has 
written the following letter: 

Owner , S ta r l igh t Mobi lehome Park 
Re:  Distribution of Literature in Starlight MHP 

Recently some of our members have been distrib-
uting literature in Starlight Mobilehome Park re-
garding meetings for park residents.  We under-
stand you will not allow them to use the tubes on 
each residents’ space.  And some believe you have 
been taking literature from some of the tubes also. 

It is our understanding that residents have the right 
to distribute literature, as provided by Section 
798.51(a)3:  No provision in any mobilehome park 
rental agreement, rule, or regulation shall deny or 
prohibit the right of any homeowner or resident in 
the park to do any of the following: Canvass and 
petition homeowners and residents for noncom-
mercial purposes relating to mobilehome living, 
election to public office, or the initiative, referen-
dum, or recall processes, at reasonable hours and 
in a reasonable manner, including the distribution 
or circulation of information.

 

CoMO-CAL has asked our attorney about this  
issue and the following is his response: 

“Since their literature  deals with issues relating 
to mobilehome living, it falls within the protected 
speech of 798.50-52.  This does not constitute the 
type of "commercial solicitation" that parks can 
normally prohibit.  Park Owners cannot willfully 
violate the MRL, nor can it be waived.  You 
should feel free to distribute it as you see fit, and 

STARLIGHT MOBILEHOME PARK—SAN DIEGO
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take note of any attempts to stop it.”   Bruce 
Stanton, Attorney at Law, San Jose. 

It is my hope that you, your manger, and other 
park employees will not interfere with future de-
liveries of information to park residents, which 
they have every right to receive. 

I would appreciate a reply to my letter within 
seven days – on or before August 4, 2008. 

I thank you for your assistance.  Feel free to call 
me if you have any questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Frank A. Wodley 

President, CoMO-CAL   

—————————————— 

If you know of violations of the Mobilehome 
Residency Law in your park, please let us know.  
We must take back our parks, step by step.  The 
distribution of literature without park interference 
is a critical first step.   

One note:  the law protects the distribution of   
literature in parks by park residents.  If and when 
you want to go into another park (which we     
recommend and appreciate), you need to find a 
resident in that park who will help.  If there is any 
interference or retaliation, let us know and we will 
get involved.  This is our basic right and we will 
not let parks interfere any longer! 

And please know, this is not a problem just in 
California. Remember Tammy Hoth of Montana.  
We wrote about her in an earlier THE VOICE  

Early January of 2008, Montana community 
leader Tammy Hoth turned herself in in response 
to a warrant for her arrest issued by the Billings, 
MT police department. Ms. Hoth was handcuffed, 
searched, had her fingerprints and mug shot taken, 
and was released on a bond posted at nearly $600. 
If convicted, she faced a maximum penalty of 
$500, and six months in jail. 

Her imprisonable crime? Passing out leaflets in 
Casa Village Manufactured Home Community. 
The leaflets advertised a meeting where residents 
could learn about their legal rights and strategize 
how to improve their community. Officially, Ms. 
Hoth’s “crime,” pressed by Casa Village manager 
Susie Cole, was Criminal Trespass to Property 
(Section 45-6-203(1)(b), Montana Code           
Annotated). 

Ms. Hoth was targeted by park owners and the 
City for simply passing out information – an act 
clearly protected by her First Amendment rights. 
The unfortunate message from the City of Billings 
is clear – if you live in a manufactured home park, 
it is a crime for anyone to inform you of your 
rights, or contact you in person for any reason.  

"The fundamental underlying principle is simply 
that…real property ownership does not vest the 
owner with dominion over the lives of those peo-
ple living on his property. They are…citizens of 
the United States and tenants. As such they are 
entitled to the kinds of communications, associa-
tions, and friendships guaranteed to all citizens, 
and secured by the Constitution. The owner's 
property rights do not divest the migrants of these 
rights."  

On Friday, May 2nd, Ms. Hoth called the APAC 
office with the good news that Susie Cole had 
agreed to drop the charges against her, if Ms. 
Hoth signed paperwork agreeing not to enter Casa 
Village for a period of one year. Ms. Hoth agreed 
to this condition, knowing that as she was still 
able to meet with Casa Village residents outside 
of the park it would not impede her continued 
commitment to inform and organize interested 
Casa Village residents.  

——————————- 

Our hats off to Tammy.  Let’s take a lesson from 
her and continue reaching those homeowners that 
do not know we care and want to help. 

WE ARE AMERICANS! 
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We the PEOPLE of the United States, in     

Order to form a more perfect Union,          
establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquil-
ity, provide for the common defense,       
promote the general Welfare, and secure the 
Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our 
Posterity, do ordain and establish this     
Constitution for the United States of Amer-
ica.  

That’s right, we are the PEOPLE and as such we 
have rights and we have wrongs. Mr. Wodley I 
respecfully ask that you find a place in our 
monthly newsletter to remind our members and 
non-members that they are the PEOPLE.  I will be 
handing out this document at all my road trip 
meetings.  PEOPLE are going to know that we are 
AMERICANS and we shall be treated as such,  I 
realize that congress does not use this constitution 
so I figured I would.  If any of you have a com-
plaint please submit in triplicate for further disap-
proval.  I for one am sick and tired of these low 
life, insignificant "piss ants" trying to tell me what 
and  where I can take my CoMO-CAL organiza-
tion.  I received a call tonight from a park owner 
in  the bay area.  That is all I could get out of him 
as his telephone number was blocked but his take 

on our organization is rude, crude and unpleasant 
to my virgin ears.  We had some strong words for 
one another when he called me and my beloved 
Marine Corps a bunch of baby killers.  I do not 
like, have  no respect for COWARDS.  I have   
always lived by this motto" I may not like what 
you say but I will defend your right to say 
it."  This person and for the time being a person 
shall find my wrath upon park owners to be quite 
harsh, henceforth and forever.  He spoke with a 
accent.  I believe him to be East Indian.  Our paths 
will cross again.  He stated he has been reading the 
VOICE and finds us amusing and stupid.  I find 
him amusing in the fact that he can at least 
read.  He will surface again, and I will be on the 
wait for him to do so.  Please print this.    

Respectfully, 

Robert C. Hites 

Retired Gunnery Sergeant USMC = 23 years of 
military service and a PROUD AMERICAN. 

Vice President of CoMO-CAL.  PROUD TO BE  

Life Member of Veterans of Foreign Wars VFW 

I wear Red,. White and Blue and those colors don't 
run and never will. 

PREAMBLE TO OUR U.S. CONSTITUTION

 

WE’RE DOING SOMETHING RIGHT

 

We must be doing something right.  Both Bob 
Hites and I have been under direct fire from park 
owners. It seems as if many park owners are inter-
ested to see what we write and they are not too 
happy with CoMO-CAL and THE VOICE.   

We only seek justice for mobilehome owners.  We 
don’t ask for favored treatment, but so often park 
owners break the law and we are in the right.  
Usually they will back down.  

We are very concerned with park owners whose 
strategy includes the removal of older homes, usu-
ally costing the homeowner most or all of his eq-
uity.  This practice must stop and park owners 
must obey the law.   

They can get away with this only if YOU allow 
them to do it.  So please keep reading THE 
VOICE to know what’s happening across Califor-
nia.  Be our eyes and ears.  Let us know what you 
see and hear.   
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Frank, you have given me an idea and I want to 
share this idea with as many people that are inter-
ested in reading and learning a viable way to fight 
back.  To take back your parks.  To live in a place 
where you can be treated as an equal and not some 
TENANT, but a resident of a mobilehome park.   

I see where most of us live under the intimidation 
rule.  That is to say do exactly I tell you to do or us 
as MANAGERS will retaliate and bring forth un-
due hardships upon you pheasants.   

Well, my idea is quite simple.  YOU can intimi-
date as well just by letting the park managers 
know that there are attorneys such as Lincoln 
Heater in San Diego (1-800-895-5053) that have 
never lost a failure to maintain law suit.  These 
folks are not talking about nickel- dime but major 
dollars in the millions in fines and correcting intra-
structure.  This law firm specializes in taking on 
these parks that don’t want to maintain their com-
mon areas, such as roads, drains, pools, septic 
tanks, water systems, lighting  and this list goes 
on.   

YOU as a park residents are entitled to service 
YOU  are paying for it, so why  not get it.  All it 
takes is organizing the troops.  Sending a letter to 
the attorney firm.  It will take more than one or 
two of you.  I have been informed that sometimes 
as many as fifty people need to complain or sign a 
petition to bring the investigators and law dogs 
into the park.   

They want to see intimidation, deal with these 
folks and watch what happens.  The drains, water 
problems and assorted other problems will get re-
paired and fast. YOU can intimidate right back 
and there is very little these so called managers 
can do about it.  Start calling or sending letters or 
e-mails to HCD.  Complain and keep complaining 
until your voice is heard.  To sit idly by and allow 
these folks to take your money and not provide the 
common courtesy of maintaining their land and 
parks is a civil offense and YOU as a resident do 
not have to take their form of ignorance.  YOU 
can intimidate just as well and bring forth the big 
guns.   

There are attorneys that are just waiting to help 
YOU.  YOU will be surprised how fast things get 
done.  Sure the park owners have attorneys, sure 
they have rights, but so do YOU.  Please don’t  
allow these folks to get off with your money and  
treat YOU as a TENANT and not as a           
RESIDENT.  This is YOUR home. They have a 
responsibility to maintain the grounds under and 
around the park YOU  reside in.  That is the law.  

Failure to maintain the land is a violation of the 
law. Try it YOU will find that they won’t like it.  
INTIMIDATION WORKS BOTH WAYS.    Until 
next time, and as always I can be reached at 530-
743-2965 or e-mail, at anvil95993@yahoo.com, 
and I am ROBERT C. HITES, Vice President of 
COMOCAL.  I shall return.  Thanks for reading... 

COALITION OF MOBILEHOME OWNERS– SEPTEMBER 2008 PAGE 17 

CoMO-CAL, P.O. BOX 4821, CHATSWORTH, CA. 91313-4821 

LISTEN UP & FIGHT BACK

 

CONGRATULATIONS STARLIGHT MHP

 

In a short period of time, a small group of dedi-
cated residents have formed a viable Home Own-
ers Association.  They have gone door to door in 
their park, promoting CoMO-CAL and now have 
over 50 CoMO-CAL members.   

We are a team.  CoMO-CAL will work hard to 

support their efforts, that’s the least we can do.  
We have sent a letter to their park owner regarding 
interference of distribution of literature.   

Just think - CoMO-CAL would reach over 25,000 
mobilehome owners if your park were organized 
too.  It can be done, and in a short time.  Let’s all 
work together and grow CoMO-CAL so we might 
help more and more residents.  Let’s Do It!

 



10 GOOD REASONS TO JOIN COMO-CAL 

 
1. NUMBERS COUNT  The power in numbers 

of homeowners cannot be overemphasized. 
There are enough mobilehome owners in Cali-
fornia (approximately 1,500,000), Who—Once 
Organized—Can and will make a difference. 

2. UNITY COUNTS As a team we can AND 
will make a difference in the laws, rules and 
regulations that affect your everyday life.  
Why feel powerless and alone. 

3. NETWORKING THE STATE  Why rein-
vent the wheel.  Networking with home own-
ers in parks across California is a terrific way 
to gain insight into problems - for every issue, 
there are many who have already invented that 
wheel.  Let’s take advantage of them. 

4. NETWORKING THE COUNTRY  We just 
joined the national advocacy group MHOAA 
and will network with other state organiza-
tions. 

5. NETWORKING THE WORLD We network 
the world.  We have discovered groups in the 
U.K. and Canada and we intend to team with 
them to reach common goals 

6. MONEY COUNTS  Groups can afford to do 
what individuals cannot afford to do.  When 
you join CoMO-CAL, your dues are nominal.  
Any financial burden is spread out among 
thousands of homeowners.  We also give you 
periodic accountings about how your money is 
being spent. 

7. KNOWLEDGE  When you are our eyes and 
ears, we know what’s happening across the 
state. We are a terrific resource for informa-
tion.  If we don’t know something, we have the 

resources to find out about it. 

8. RESPECT & TRUST   CoMO-CAL has now 
almost a four year history providing members 
information and advice.  We answer our 
phones and reply to our emails quickly, and in 
a professional manner.   

9. COMMUNICATION  We communicate with 
you more than any other advocacy group in 
California.  GSMOL and CMRAA publish 
quarterly.  We also have THE WHISPER, a 
message board and an e-mail ALERTS pro-
gram.  This is critical, especially in times like 
just before the June 3rd election - we want all 
mobilehome owners to know what’s happen-
ing and we can communicate day by day if 
necessary. 

10. WE LISTEN TO YOU   In fact we want you 
to call, write or email us.  We listen to your 
suggestions and comments.  We try to address 
your issues and we often ask you questions in 
our “surveys.”  You count! 

11. VOICE IN SACRAMENTO  We now have 
retained Attorney David Grabill who gives us 
a voice in Sacramento.   

12. WE DO NOT CENSOR  We do not censor 
the information we publish to make us look 
good or to benefit our leaders or friends. 

13. NO SUBJECT IS TABOO  We write about 
anything that affects mobilehome owners.  
And we write the truth - we can back up any-
thing we write. 

14. WE ARE HONEST.  YOU CAN TRUST 
US.  AND WE ARE ALL VOLUNTEERS. 
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CoMO-CAL 
 (COALITION OF MOBILEHOME OWNERS-CALIFORNIA) 

P.O.  Box 4821, Chatsworth, Ca 91313-4821.  

NEW MEMBERSHIP APPL ICATION (Print Please) 

NAME:____________________________________________________Date:______________________  

PARK NAME:    ___________________________________________SPACE #:____________________  

MAILING ADDRESS:____________________________CITY__________________________________  

E-MAIL ADDRESS:_____________________________________________ZIP_____________________  

APPLICANTS PHONE NUMBER   (________)-___________-___________________________________  

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT___________________________SPONSORED BY__________________  

Check # _____ Amount:   $                 Money Order ( )  Amount:  $________________________________  

MEMBERSHIP ($15.00/12 Months, $40.00/36 Months)  90 day full refund guarantee if not satisfied 

PLEASE INCLUDE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO “CoMO-CAL” & THANK YOU FOR 

1. Membership Dues in 2009.  We are strongly 
considering increasing annual dues to $20 as 
of January 1, 2009.  This will almost double 
the monies we have available to use.  Many 
other groups charge $20 including GSMOL.  
Yet most publish quarterly versus monthly for 
CoMO-CAL.   

2. Invite us to speak at your park. Just give us 
a call or send us an email— we will try to   
arrange a time to come to your park.   We 
want to make more aware of the benefits to 
join CoMO-CAL.  This is part of our effort to 
communicate, educate and unite. 

3. Renewals and New Members.  Thank all of 
you for renewing - the percentage renewing is 
steadly growing.  Also we are getting many 
new members.  This is a result of more of you 
supporting our efforts.  We thank you! 

4. Win $200.  Remember, our contest has been 
extended to the end of 2008.  The member or 
HOA sponsoring the most new members will 
win $200 cash.  Please, everyone, help 
CoMO-CAL grow.  We do it not for our-
selves.  Our goal is to share important infor-
mation with as many homeowners around the 
state of California as possible. 

CoMO-CAL THIS AND THAT
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CoMO-CAL is a non-profit Cali-
fornia Corporation dedicated to 
serving mobilehome owners in 
California.  Our purpose is to edu-
cate, communicate and unite.  We 
are MAKING A DIFFERENCE! 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

FRANK A. WODLEY 

E-Mail:  fawodley@yahoo.com 

http://comocal.org 

800-929-6061 / 818-886-6479 

CoMO-CAL is a non-profit Califor-
nia corporation dedicated to serve        
mobilehome owners in California.   

Our purpose is  education,       
communication and to unite                          

mobilehome owners.   

SERVICES WE PROVIDE OUR MEMBERS 

1. 12 issues of THE VOICE.  Usually 20 pages long, filled with 
important information no mobilehome owner should be with-
out.  Articles from around the state of California. Tips and 
Suggestions.  Important laws explained so you can understand 
how you are protected. 

2. Website:  comocal.org.  Members have access to all  issues of 
THE VOICE,  attorneys who know the MRL, important links 
to government, advocacy groups, etc.   

3. Small Claims Court Assistance:  We will pay your fees up to 
$30.00 and help with your paperwork.     (Some restrictions 
apply.) 

4. Questions / Problems:  Our staff is ready to take your call to 
advise you regarding questions and problems you might have.   

5. We have several attorneys to help with litigation or give ad-
vice.   

6. Above all, a way to UNITE and have a VOICE. 

http://comocal.org
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