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 Mobile Homes as Affordable Housing

By Sen. Bill Dodd
Mobile homes are an important piece of the puzzle when it comes to providing housing for everyone. By one 

estimate, more than 20 million people -- or 6% of the U.S. population -- live in mobile home parks.

And that number is expected to grow as the current California housing crisis worsens. For many seniors on fixed 
incomes and working adults, mobile homes are among the few, remaining affordable options.

That’s why I am working to protect this valuable source of housing. This year I introduced legislation that 
addresses several issues mobile home residents care about. Senate Bill 274 does three things:

• It clarifies when a mobile home resident who lives alone can have a companion.

• It allows tenants after wildfires the first opportunity to move into a rebuilt mobile home park.

• And it defines the process for a prospective purchaser of a mobile home to be approved for park tenancy.

We all know California is experiencing a serious housing shortage. Soaring costs and lack of new housing 
construction make it increasingly difficult for Californians to find housing that meets their needs in their own 
communities. Seniors, particularly those living on fixed incomes are especially impacted by this housing shortage.

 The Mobile Home Residency Law governs residency in mobile home parks and includes provisions that are 
applicable to those who have an ownership interest in a subdivision, cooperative, or condominium for mobile 
homes, or a resident-owned mobile home park.

Existing law authorizes any mobile home owner who lives alone to share their mobile home with one person per 
calendar year regardless of the terms of their lease and without having to pay a fee.

Existing law allows park management to consider the gross monthly income or means of financial support when 
determining if a purchaser has the financial ability to pay the rent and charges of a mobile home park.

This bill provides protections for mobile home residents in three ways.

First, it clarifies companion language from SB 147, adopted in 2017. SB 147 provided for mobile home residents 
who live alone to designate a companion to live with them without a fee. Some park owners have interpreted the 
one companion per year as one companion total per year. This bill clarifies that a resident may have one companion 
at a time, up to three total per calendar year.

Second, in cases where a mobile home park is destroyed by wildfire or natural disaster and the management 
rebuilds, it gives previous homeowners right of first refusal for tenancy in the rebuilt park.

Third, it clarifies the process by which a prospective purchaser of a mobile home will be considered and what 
information that purchaser can provide to management.

My bill has received overwhelming support in the Senate and has been referred to the Assembly to be heard 
in committee. I’m confident that by the end of the legislative session, it will go to Gov. Gavin Newsom for his 
signature.
Senator Bill Dodd represents California’s 3rd Senate District, which includes all or portions of Sonoma, 
Napa, Solano, Yolo, Sacramento, and Contra Costa counties. You can learn more about Senator Dodd at 
www.sen.ca.gov/dodd.
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“JUST THINK THIS COULD HAPPEN TO YOU”

Hi All,  In this issue I want to talk about the Rent Stabilization for St. Helena,

California located in the Napa Valley, a Mobilehome Park that is on Pope Street and is the last Mobilehome Park in 
St. Helena. At one time there were three mobilehome parks there, but now they are down to one, and they want Rent 
Stabilization.

For a least four years they have been fighting this battle, this park is a family operation that was left to them by their parents 
and now has become big business like all of the mom-and-pop operations have. I understand that it has 40 investors. Very 
recently I got a phone call asking for some help with the Rent Stabilization there, I wondered why they waited so long to ask 
me to come and fight for their Rent Stabilization, but nonetheless, I did go and meet with some of the residents as well as 
talk to the Mayor by telephone. I’m really sorry that they

had waited so long to call me. I’ve certainly been around in the Napa Valley for about 40 years and most people know that 
I’m in the mobile home parks fighting for the residents rights!

A little history of the park, I used to go by this park 30 years ago on my way to Calistoga to the hot baths at least three 
times a week and then sometimes during that time this area would flood in the park as well as on Silverado Trail and some 
public streets too, we couldn’t use the exit because of all the flooding! Sometimes it would come across the News about the 
flooding up in St. Helena, showing the mobile home park, it also showed the mobilehomes floating around, this park was 
flooded for a number of years until the City got some federal money, it was decided that the best use of the money would be 
a levee outside the mobile home park, plus the adjacent parcel so they wouldn’t flood anymore. What a great idea!

Of course this made the value of the property very expensive. The owners of this park did some updates after all the 
flooding had stopped, the flood control went on up in St. Helena on the Napa River to stop the terrible flooding every 
year, this only made the property very, very, very, expensive like everything else in Apple Valley and increase the value of the 
property where the owner(s) are very happy. That is how they got all the investors, becoming one of those billionaires.

The bottom line is, the Owners of this park want nothing to do with Rent Stabilization because they wouldn’t make enough 
money, at least that is what they claim. They also called in the WMA which is the Western Manufactured Home League that 
represents the owners of the property and the full staff of their attorneys, they gave $49,500.00 to start a campaign against 
the residents in the

 Mobilehome Park. They also received some money from Hermosa Beach California from some of the “wealthy friends”.

This is according to the State Tax Statements that they have to fill out every quarter, this money was to put on a special 
election that cost $30,000.00. So everybody in the City of St. Helena would have to vote (population of the City of St. 
Helena is 2500). Seniors on fixed incomes, people that really need Rent Stabilization.

Even though it’s a very nice park now that they have given it flood protection and it received a coat of paint and made it 
look nice, it still has people that used to live the nightmare of the flooding. Basically the owners do not want them to have 
Rent Stabilization. As we well know some people tend to fight amongst themselves and they don’t get together as one!

The Western Manufactured Home League went as far as sending out six or seven postcards to residents of the City telling 
them that “It will cost them a lot of money for this Rent Stabilization for the Mobilehome Park, if this Rent Stabilization 
passes”. This was all fake news, it was a shameful scheming scam that they sent out. There were even signs put up in the 
Mobilehome Park to “Vote No” on this Rent Stabilization”. That was also “Oh So WRONG”.

Sending it has been very effective, so take note of this when you are looking to file for Rent Stabilization in your City, 
this is a learning tool!
Please Note;  The “City Wide” vote was held on June 6, 2019 and “FAILED” by a large enough margin due to the “Un-
derhandedness” of the Park owners and their “Big Money” backing and also the “LIES” stated on the postcard mailings 
and signs posted.

Volume 2.  Number 7.    July   20194Vallejo Area  Mobilehome Magazine 



THESE POST CARDS WERE 
SEND OUT TO ST. HELENA, CA  

FAKE NEWS

LIES AND MISS UNDERSTANDING

TURN INTO US POSTAL

WASHINGTON DC FRAUD

✓
✓
✓
✓
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                                    Reunion  
 
                                          Coalición Casita de Vallejo  
 
                                 Cuando: julio 21, 2019  
 
                                 Vallejo Moose Lodge #468 
                                    337 Nebraska Street 
                                Vallejo, CA 94590 2 to 4 P.M  
 
      Por favor Marque su Calendario para cada 3er Domingo Del Mes 
  
          Venga a descubrir lo que está sucediendo en nuestra zona  
 
                                                    Y 
  
            Conoce a tus compañeros Del Vecindario y Propietarios 
  
                        Traer inquietudes y preguntas a la reunión  
 
                                     Estamos juntos en esto 
  
                                      Se serviran refrigerios  
 
Terri esta dispuesta a reunirse con usted y sus vecinos en particular            
Parques.  
Para que los problemas y preocupaciones se puedan discutir  
 
        Por favor, no firme un contrato de arrendamiento a largo plazo 
 
                       Cualquier pregunta por favor llame o texto 
 
                       La linea directa VMC 24ll en (707) 648-6155  
 
             Protección de los derechos de los propietarios casita 
 
               No se permiten propietarios de parques ni gestión 
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  MEETING 
        VALLEJO MOBILEHOME COALITION    

   When: Sunday, July 21, 2019 
       Where: Vallejo Moose Lodge #468 

                   337 Nebraska Street 
               Vallejo, CA  94590 

               2 to 4 P.M.  
       Plenty of Off Street Parking 

      Please Mark Your Calendar for  Every 3rd Sunday of the Month 
(Unless It Is On A “Holiday”) 

    Come Find Out The Latest  
   And What Is Planned For Dates To Come  

COME AND PICK UP YOUR 2019 MRL  
     Bring Concerns and Questions to the Meeting  

     You Do Not Have To Be A Member To Attend Our Meetings  
         We Are In This Together 

       Light Refreshments Will Be Served 
Terri is willing to meet with you and your neighbors at individual 

parks so that problems and concerns can be discussed 
         Please Do Not Sign a Long Term Lease 

           Any Questions Please Call 
       The VMC HOTLINE 24/7 at  (707) 648-6155  

For a Call Back: “Please Leave a Message” 
NEW Website: www.Vallejo Mobile-home Coalition.com 

       vallejomobilehomecoalition@yahoo.com 
Vallejomobilehomecoalition on Facebook   

     Protecting the Rights of Mobilehome Owners 
   No Park Owners  or  Management Allowed 
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Greetings Residents Living In Mobilehome Parks,
Greetings Residents Living In Mobilehome Parks,
We’d like to wish you a “Happy Summer” it is time to paint your house, fix those tired gutters, knock down the 

weeds and water!
Well we had a contest/survey that was published in the May and June magazines.
We didn’t have a lot of response/votes but we had some votes, the majority of the votes came from Olympia of 

Vallejo LLC which is the mobilehome park on Enterprise Street here in Vallejo, CA. Congratulations to Jim and 
Susan Syar that own the park. This park is always kept up, the roads and driveways and grounds throughout the 
park always look nice, no grass/weeds or rubbish around. Just a nice clean park. Congratulations once again from 
the Vallejo Mobilehome Coalition.

I hope everybody has received the 2019 MRL from their Park office or came to one of our Summit Meetings 
or from Senator Bill Dodd’s office, also the Senate Select Committee on Manufactured Homes in Sacramento 
(Senator Connie Leyva, Chair) or get one from us at the Vallejo Mobilehome Coalition.

We would like to remind you that our website is up and running, now all you need to do is go to Google and 
type in www.vallejomobilehomecoalition.com. We no longer have  the PO Box 6521 address for mail. We will be 
using 173 Frieda Circle Vallejo, CA 94590 for now.

I would like to talk a little bit this month about people calling us and asking us questions at the last minute about 
evictions or bad management, you want to report something like that to HCD! We have to have more than one 
or two days for some of these things, we just can’t wave our magic wand to fix them in one day. It doesn’t work. 
The mobilehome park business of problem solving and solutions is very slow, just ask me, I’ve been in it for 16 
years and I’m still having problems with HCD, they move like slugs, they have always said they don’t have enough 
inspectors. I don’t quite understand that? So please people if you have a complaint about something happening in 
a park or some disaster, please let us have more than a couple days notice and not just the last minute, unless it is 
an emergency. I will get back to you in one day or less or as soon as possible, but you must leave a message with 
your telephone number and what it is about, so when we call you back we know what to hit on, another reason for 
a “message” is we get so many “Telemarketer” calls that we could spend all day on calls with no purpose. There are 
a lot of things in the MRL that you should pay attention to such is canvassing, that means handing out flyers, Yes, 
you can hand them out if you are a resident there, it says an organization such as ourselves the VMC can distribute 
materials, but we need somebody from your park to assist us! If you don’t know what the MRL (Mobilehome 
Residency Law) is, every year we get a new book, the 2019 issue is what we have now. In January I will get the 2020 
issue, please get a copy and read this book, it is very educational for the do’s and don’ts of mobilehome park living. 
In a lot of parks I see residents building on to their units, putting in water heaters and just do what the hell they 
wanna do, this is not right, you have got to go by these laws or if in the state inspector comes to your park they 
will make you take out what you have done if there is no permit! Where as these laws were signed by the governor 
of California, they are for the protection of you the mobilehome owner, as well as the park.

“Never Sign a Long Term Lease”, call us and let us look at it, a long-term lease does not recognize “Rent Stabi-
lization”. We hope that someday everybody will have Rent

 Stabilization, but we know not all do yet, but we are working on it in our area, so please be careful when signing 
any documents, especially any part(s) that you do not understand, call us so we can help you! We can also send you 
to places like Legal Services of Northern California, you might have to wait a minute with one of your services, but 
it is better to be safe than sorry, don’t get yourself into trouble if you do not know or understand something about 
it, because it is all different living in a mobilehome park than in a stick house. Remember “we rent the property/
space under it and we own the mobilehome!

I want to Wish You All a “Good and Happy Fourth of July”. Have Fun and Be Safe! 
Miss Terri Pohrman,  Vallejo Mobilehome Coalition
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LA REGLA DE SSI CAMBIARA EL 1º DE JUNIO, 2019
CalFresh es un programa de nutrición que puede ayudar a las personas 

mayores o desabilitadas a obtener alimentos gratuitos cada mes. 

925-603-3316

MITOS COMUNES SOBRE CALFRESH PARA ADULTOS MAYORES

“OTRAS PERSONAS NECESITAN CALFRESH MÁS QUE YO.”
CalFresh está disponible para todos los elegibles, incluyendo las personas 
mayores. Usted no está tomando los beneficios de otra persona si aplique. 

De hecho, hay reglas especiales que hacen el proceso más fácil para que las 
personas mayores puedan recibir CalFresh.

“ES DEMASIADO DIFÍCIL DE APLICAR PARA CALFRESH.”
El personal amistoso del Banco de Comida le ayudará a saber si usted puede 

ser elegible y comenzar el proceso simple de la aplicación. Podemos ayudar en 
persona, a través del correo, o ayudar con la aplicación en línea por teléfono.

“SOY DUEÑO DE MI CASA, ASÍ QUE NO CREO QUE VOY A CALIFICAR.”
Usted puede tener ahorros, una casa y autos y aun así calificar para CalFresh.

El personal del Banco de Comida está
listo para ayudarle a solicitar.
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THE SSI RULE IS CHANGING JUNE 1ST, 2019
CalFresh is a nutrition program that can help seniors and disabled people 

get free food every month. 

925-603-3316

COMMON MYTHS ABOUT CALFRESH FOR SENIORS

“OTHER PEOPLE NEED CALFRESH MORE THAN I DO.”
CalFresh is available for everyone eligible, including seniors. In fact, 

special rules make it easier for seniors to get CalFresh.

“IT’S TOO HARD TO APPLY FOR CALFRESH”
Friendly Food Bank sta� will help you find out if you may be eligible 

and start the simple process of applying. An application can be mailed 
to you, or you can fill it out over the phone or online with our help.

“I OWN MY HOUSE SO I WON’T QUALIFY”
You can have savings, a house and cars and still get CalFresh. 

Friendly Food Bank sta� are ready to help you apply!
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DISCRIMINATION IS RARELY 
THIS OBVIOUS,

BUT IT’S JUST AS REAL. AND 
JUST AS ILLEGAL.

If the landlord gives you the runaround or says:

“We don’t take kids.”
“The apartment you asked about on the phone has been rented.”

“We only take people who speak English clearly.”
“We don’t take teenagers.”

“The ad was wrong – the rent is really $50 more.”
“I can’t assign you a handicap parking space.”

THAT COULD BE HOUSING DISCRIMINATION.
The only way to stop housing discrimination is to report it, so 

we can investigate it.

Visit www.napafairhousing.org or call

1-707-224-9720 (Eng/Spa)1-800-735-2922 (TTY)

The federal Fair Housing Act prohibits discrimination 
because of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, 

family status or disability.

Mobile Home Parks with 50 + Spaces,                                                             
Onsite Park Manager Required

Wed, May 22, 2019 – Do you live in a mobile home park with 50 or more spaces? Are you without a 
trained and qualified Park Manager? Do you know what to do in case of an emergency? Have you tested 
the mobile home park emergency contact number and/or pager number? Who do you call in case of a 
utility emergency e.g. electrical, gas, sewage? Who is responsible for executing the Emergency Prepared-
ness Plans for the park e.g. a natural disaster?

California Health and Safety Code Section 18603.(a)

In every park there shall be a person available by telephonic or like means, including telephones, 
cellular phones, telephone answering machines, answering services or pagers, or in person who shall 
be responsible for, and who shall reasonably respond in a timely manner to emergencies concerning, 
the operation and maintenance of the park. In every park with 50 or more units, that person or his 
or her designee shall reside in the park, have knowledge of emergency procedures relative to utility 
systems and common facilities under the ownership and control of the owner of the park, and shall 
be familiar with the emergency preparedness plans for the park.  California Health and Safety Code 
Section 18603

If you live in a mobile home park with 50 or more spaces, and you are without a Park Manager, you 
should file an online complaint or a written complaint today with the California Department of Housing 
and Community Development (HCD). Not having a qualified Park Manager is a risk to the health and 
safety of the residents.
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Are You Protected Today? by Frank Wodley
• Do you think your interests and those of the other 364,000 owners of mobile and manufactured homes in 

California are well represented in Sacramento?  Is the MRL really protecting you?
• Do you think there is a  statewide organization that is looking out for your interests?  Is one there to help 

you if you need advice, counseling or even legal help?
• Are you confident that our go-to, statewide advocate (GSMOL) provides your best protection?  After all, 

it has been serving homeowners since 1962, has a lobbyist and a corporate council.
If you said YES to any of the above questions, I’m sorry to say you are not correct.  I can say, as a mobilehome 

owner and long-time (16 years) advocate, we are not represented well in Sacramento, and there is no statewide 
organization looking out for our interests, and GSMOL does not provide us protection.

All of you receiving this Mobilehome Magazine need to join Vallejo MobileHome Coalition.  My dream is to 
have similar local/regional organizations around the state.  They will network to address such issues as having 
representation in Sacramento and an attorney who can write letters for members and consult.

Today, apathy is a very, very serious issue for the mobilehome community.  Consider purchasing and reading 
my new book The Great Deception.  You’ll learn why apathy has grown over the years and why today it is so 
important to reorganize into regional groups.  Trust me, I know what I’m talking about.

A word about the MRL.  You will often hear the MRL protects you.  Actually it doesn’t nor has it ever 
protected you.  This is the truth.  The reason is because there never has been a viable means to enforce the laws 
in the MRL.  Check out this website:  https://mobilehomes.senate.ca.gov/hearings.   Download the hearing 
report:  Mobilehome Residency Law Enforcement Problems (Mar. 1987).  In it you will read the testimony 
of leaders of pro-mobilehome owners saying hiring an attorney and litigating violations of the MRL in court 
doesn’t work.  

Now what about AB3066.  It is administered by Housing and Community Development (HCD).  I person-
ally don’t have a lot of faith in HCD.  In fact, my park manager used HCD to interfere with the sales of several 
homeowners in my park.  

Bottom Line.  Homeowners must take more of an active interest in helping us helping them.  For example, 
my challenge last month.  Submit a filled-out questionaire and I’d send the winner a free book.  Unfortunately, 
only 2-3 sent me a survey, not nearly the 20 required.  And that’s out of 3,000!  No wonder we have problems!
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Vallejo Area Mobilehome Magazine
Serving Mobilehome Owners in American Canyon, Benicia, Napa,Vallejo, and Yountville

Publisher Frank a. Wodley 

P.O. Box 3774,  Chatsworth, CA  91313 

Phone:  (818) 886-6479 / (800 )929-6061
E-mail:   fawodley@ yahoo.com  

To God be the Glory

www.mobilehomemagazine.org

Contributing editors

Miss Terri Pohrman, missterriwigs@yahoo.
com

Margaret Robbins, rmrobbins@juno.com

Yes, I Want To Order The Great Deception (Book)
 NAME:_______________________________________________ Date:______________________               

       MAILING ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________

     SPACE #:__________CITY:________________________________ ZIP:_____________________

     PHONE #:_____________________________PARK NAME:______________________________

     E-MAIL:________________________________________________________________________

  ____  I want to order The Great Deception.  Enclosed is my check ($19.95)   $_____                 

Make Checks Payable  Mobilehome Magazine

 MAIL TO:     Mobilehome Magazine, P.O. BOX 3774 , Chatsworth, CA. 91313                               7/2019

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

The Great Deception is Available by Frank Wodley, MHMag Publisher

Finally, my book The Great Deception, is available to purchase. It affects you and every other mobilehome owner 
in California.  It is about a 30 year conspiracy against our community.  It provides 30 years of evidence and lets 
you solve the mystery yourself.  Trust me, this conspiracy deals with many of the laws in the MRL, the lack of 
enforcement over the years, and your rights.  It is a must read!  Here is just one of many testimonials. 

We have known Frank for many years when we started advocating for residents in our mobilehome park. He has 
been a great friend for us and we attest to his passion and dedication for the welfare of mobilehome residents. We are 
grateful for his help and encouragement, which brought us success with the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 
approving a motion for regulation of rent in LA County. We applaud Frank for publishing The Great Deception, 
bringing to light what was hidden to most of us. It is a must-read for all mobilehome residents. --Ken and Sam Meng 
1441 Manufactured-Home Residents Association

 My hope is you will support my work and purchase a copy.  It is available on Amazon ($24.95 + shipping/
tax).  I’ve discounted it $10 for all my friends and neighbors ($19.95 total) if you order it through Mobilehome 
Magazine. Fill out the order form below & I’ll get it in the mail direct to you.
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The GREAT DECEPTION
California Mobile Home Owners - 

Victims of a 30 Year Conspiracy

The “Great Deception” is about a non-profit organization formed to “promote 
the general welfare” of the approximately 1.2 million mobile home owners 
living in California.” The Golden State Manufactured-Home Owners League 
(GSMOL) was formed in 1962 by a small group of mobile home owners in San 
Jose and grew into a powerful organization of 100,000 members with an annual 
revenue of $1.5 million.

Then, about 30 years ago, GSMOL mysteriously began losing members, until 
today only 7,000 are left and the organization is in debt. This is a true catastrophe 
and effects every homeowner, even if they never heard of GSMOL. The “Great 
Deception” makes public never before seen information and strives to provide 
answers to the many questions. It is a must read for all mobile home owners.

This book details important, previously hidden information on events between 
1987 through mid-2019. It strives to provide answers to the following questions:

 » What precipitated the decline? How could this happen?  Who was involved?
 » What happened to the $20 million in member’s dues collected between 1987 and 2019?
 » Why didn’t GSMOL leaders reverse the decline; although, the Community continuously offered suggestions and 

help.  Why didn’t GSMOL leaders provide important information, such as finances and membership totals?
 » Although GSMOL pledged to find a viable means to enforce the Mobilehome Residency Law in 1987 testimony, 

California homeowners still required to hire an attorney and go to court, a method GSMOL has known is not viable.  
 » Why are there no solutions to manager abuse, the interference of sales, the distribution of information and the use of 

park clubhouses, still an issue in some parks?
 » Was there a conspiracy against the mobilehome community?  What was the goal?  Did someone have a hidden 

agenda?  If so, what was their agenda?   
 » Did GSMOL’s last 30 years actually hurt or benefit homeowners?   

Book Details:
 » Publication Date:  June 1, 2019.  Self-published through Kindle Direct Publishing (You may order on Amazon).
 » Paperback, 350 pages 8” x 10” Black & White.  Cost $24.95 + state tax & shipping.  Total:  $29.95
 » Order through Mobilehome Magazine, P.O. Box 3774, Chatsworth CA 91313.  
 » Need more information?  Call the author Frank Wodley @ 818-886-6479 or email him at fawodley@yahoo.com
 » A companion book will be published prior to the end of 2019. Website: www.mobilehomemagazine.org

Testimonials:

“I’ve had a sneak peak at Frank’s new book The Great Deception.  I highly recommend it to all mobilehome owners.  
It provides compelling evidence that we’ve all been “hoodwinked” by our long-time, go-to statewide organization, namely 
GSMOL.  Frank recommends an immediate reorganization into regional groups. Margaret and I couldn’t agree more.        
Miss Terri Pohrman and Margaret Robbins (Vallejo Mobilehome Coalition).

I have worked with Frank and find him truthful. His interest is with the Mobile Home owners and making our lives easier.  
Believe in what he has to say. He worked hard for us keeping us informed on things we need to know.  Jane Riach, Carson
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