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Eighteen Years In a Nutshell
I’ve been at this a long time, actually beginning my 

effort to help mobile/manufactured home owners when 
I was 59.  I’m now 77!  

I came up through GSMOL, learning from my 
friends Milt Burdick, Margie Felstad and Ralph Weber. 
I joined in 2002 and became an Associate Manager in 
2003. And I learned through experience, talking with 
folks, touring the state a couple times, and joining the 
national group.

In 2004, I started the Coalition of Mobilehome 
Owners - Los Angeles, from nothing.  We were a non-
profit patterned after a local group in Sonoma.  The next 
year, we went state-wide as COMO-CAL (Coalition of 
Mobilehome Owners - California).  

I shut down COMO-CAL (it had 1,500 paid 
members) in 2016 because I concluded “regional 
groups” with local leaders provided the best support for 
homeowners.  State-wide issues such as a lobbyist and 
legal help would be addressed with all “regional groups” 
contributing to a state-wide fund.

In September 2011, I decided there was a better way 
to reach more mobilehome owners at a lower cost.  
Thus began Mobilehome Magazine.  Since that time, 
I’ve published and distributed over 2,000,000 copies at 
no cost to the community.  

Three years ago, I decided to write a book about my 
15 years of experiences with GSMOL.  I had no idea 
where the book would lead me; however, by the time 
I had gathered all the facts, I came to the conclusion 
my beloved GSMOL had been taken over by park 
owners many years previously.  In fact, I strongly 

believe GSMOL was taken over around 1990!  That 
revelation helped explain a lot that happened since I 
joined in 2002.  And it explained why GSMOL was of 
little help to the community.  Actually during that time, 
from 1990 until 2017, GSMOL had lost over 100,000 
members and millions of dollars in revenue that could 
have helped protect us.

hCd is not your Friend

The last issue of Mobilehome Owners Magazine 
presented information on the Department of Housing 
and Community Development (HCD) and its 
administration of the Mobilehome Residency Law 
Protection Program. I question whether or not HCD 
will actually help us because I believe, as in the case of 
GSMOL, HCD is in the pocket of the park owners. 
Prove me wrong.  If you’ve sent in a complaint to HCD, 
please let me know (email me at fawodley@yahoo.com)  
whether or not they actually helped you.  

it’s totally uP to you 
Trust me when I write, no one is protecting you.  

However, there is hope.  Start a “regional group” for the 
Santa Ana area.  This magazine reaches 9,000 homes, 
surely someone will step up.  Come to me and I’ll advise 
you.  It isn’t that difficult.  

I’m making the same plea to owners in Anaheim, and 
LaVerne/Ontario.  My other magazine in Vallejo/Napa 
already has a terrific group representing mobilehome 
owners - the Vallejo Mobilehome Coalition run by Miss 
Terri Pohrman.
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GDRM (GSMOL doesn’t represent me) 
 Golden State Manufactured-Home Owners League 

(GSMOL) does not represent me and from my best 
estimate represent much less than less than 4% of all 
mobile home owners in California.  They claim they 
represent a million mobile home owners. There are 
only about 365,000 mobile homes in the entire state.  
This number gives them clout with the state assembly 
and state senate.  

Last year AB1482, the anti-rent Gouging bill, 
originally included mobile home space rentals. That 
bill stated the rent increases would be limited to 5% 
plus CPI (consumer price index). (last year about a 
7% annual rent increase). The  maximum allowable 
increase would not exceed 10% each year for 10 years.  

GSMOL went to Sacramento and spoke for all the 
mobile home owners in California and said we did 
not want to be included.  I was a member of GSMOL 
last year.  I was never  polled or made aware they did 
this and neither were my neighbors. No one we knew  
that GSMOL was doing this except the few officers 
of GSMOL. GSMOL leaders make these decisions 
without even speaking to members. I have never 
belonged to a dues paying organization that does not 
check with the membership in deciding what is best 
for the organization.

I worked hard at getting  one hundred plus members 
of our HOA  to join GSMOL. I have since apologized 
to them for recommending they  join GSMOL.  Our 
Park, Rancho La Paz, was bought by a predatory 
buyer, investor, associated with buying parks then 
raising rents till most residents can no longer afford 
to stay in the park. GSMOL was recommended by a 
resident who said GSMOL would help us. 

Our first rent increases were $300.00 & $400.00 a 
month,  over 60%.  President Mary Jo Baretich and 
Bobbie Magnusson showed up and told us they could 
help.  The extent of GSMOL’s  help was repeating 
over and over again when speaking of the new park 
owner, “Yeah that’s what he does, that’s what he did 
at Huntington Shorecliffs.” They are and were no 
help. There was an offer to write a rent protection 
ordinance, but the city of Anaheim showed no interest 
of any sort.

 With support of many organizations, we got a rent 
protection bill written,  AB2895. It would apply to 
all California mobile home owners. GSMOL worked 
against us to again stop a bill that could keep all of us 
in our homes, and give us the same protections that 
all California renters now have. 

I have apologized to our HOA members repeatedly 
for pushing over 100 to join GSMOL. Our HOA is 
no longer a GSMOL chapter and most residents did 
not renew their memberships. At the last  meeting 
Mary Jo Baretich & Bobbie Magnusson attended at 
Rancho La Paz we already knew that they had been to 
Assembly Woman, Ling Ling Change’s office to tell 
her that we did not want a state wide mobile home 
rent protection law.  Just the opposite of the support 
we had asked for a week previously from Assembly 
Woman Chang.

 Those two came to our meetings three times 
uninvited to subvert and spy on  our efforts to help 
all mobile home owners. The members here asked 
Mary Jo why GSMOL was working against rent 
protection for mobile home owners. She said they 
could not accept the 10% maximum amounts in 
the bill because, in her case, it could be as much as 
$180.00 a month. We said we are facing $300.00 and 
$400.00 .  She said and I quote “ “well your park 
rent was so low  ours was so high we have to protect 
those parks that already have  higher rents.” She was 
asked by members in the meeting,  since there is no 
protection for those parks now, what if those parks 
get a $300.00 a month increase ? She had no answer 
and was booed out of the clubhouse.

 We organized without GSMOL’s assistance and 
held rallies and did newspaper and TV interviews 
to bring  our exorbitant rent hikes to the attention 
of the public.  We were able to get the backing of 
many Housing advocates, Religious, Social Service 
and Union Worker Associations.  These organizations 
all realized that there had to be some rent relief for 
many of their clients on fixed incomes living in 
mobile homes, and facing huge rent increases.  All 
these groups  thought AB2895 was a bill that would 
save mobile home owners. 
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With the hard work of our Rancho La Paz 
HOA and all the statewide helpful organizations, 
Assemblywoman Sharon-Quirk Silva of Fullerton 
proposed AB 2895, a bill to protect mobile home 
owners  in the same way AB1482 protects California 
apartment renters.

Again, GSMOL and their Ross Esperanza lobbyist 
group, paid for with GSMOL  membership dues,  
stopped this bill from protecting you  and me.

Again we have found many GSMOL members 
weren’t even aware this was happening. The little 
group of  GSMOL officers just decide what their 
members want, then say they speak for all mobile 
home owners. We must stop these  lies by GSMOL!

We at Rancho La Paz will not give up, we will 
continue to fight fairly for rent protection  for all 
mobile home owners, from the expensive parks to the 
trailer courts.  This is the last affordable housing for 
Seniors, Disabled, and low-income people.  GSMOL 
seems to have lost sight of that.  

Residents of the “expensive “park should not get 
preferential treatment on a state bill that would 
protect all renters in California.  They don’t have a 
million members. At $25.00 dollars a year they should 
have had 25 million dollars just from members’ dues. 
They certainly don’t show that large membership or 
funds in the financial reporting in their magazine,The 
Californian.

Something is rotten here. If you don’t want GSMOL 
to continue to prevent us from having mobile home 
rent control, mail me a note stating “GSMOL does 
not represent me” include your address and name 
of your park., and sign it. When we try again to get 
a rent protection bill, and we will. We cannot let 
GSMOL lie about their numbers and speak for all of 
us. We realize that if we get a rent protection bill there 
will be no need for GSMOL.  GSMOL is protecting 
GSMOL. They are hurting, not helping us. We have 
a Facebook page Rancho La Paz HOA. I will post the 
actual documents of the bill process there.

This is the many Organizations that support a state-
wide mobile home law. Note that Park owners and 
GSMOL are the only opposition.

 Lupe Ramirez, HOA President, Rancho La Paz 
MHP, P.O. Box 6503 Fullerton Ca 92834.

Publisher’s Note:  The opposition to AB1482 
were the usual suspects (California Association of 
Realtors, the California Mobile Home Park Owners 
Alliance, the Southern California Rental Housing 
Association, and the Western Manufactured Housing 
Communities Association).  The one glaring addition 
was GSMOL!  This really demonstrates that GSMOL 
isn’t working for mobile homeowners, they are 
working for park owners.  

Lupe Ramirez hadn’t read my book “The Great 
Deception” when she wrote this article.  But she 
has now.  GSMOL has been the “go-to” state-wide 
organization for owners of mobile/manufactured 
homes since 1962.  It was trusted and grew into a 
wonderful organization.  In fact, in 1990 they had 
just under 100,000 members.  That’s huge!  And their 
annual revenue was $1,500,000!  GSMOL was an 
organization with clout.

In “The Great Deception” I explain how the park 
owners infiltrated GSMOL.  It  happened in and 
around 1990.  The “take-over” was kept top-secret, 
no one in the organization had any clue what had 
happened.  I was very active in GSMOL from 2002. 
My friends and I had a hard time understanding why 
leadership wasn’t doing more to increase membership.  
By that time, membership had decreased to about 
22,000 members.  Today, membership is about 7,000!  
And GSMOL is still paying on a $50,000 debt.  Their 
Garden Grove building was sold for about $750,000, 
so that is gone.  Today, they have no assets to speak of 
and few members.  

So what’s the answer?  I’ve written about Regional 
Groups for years.  A regional group would represent 
individual areas around California, like Sacramento, 
Los Angeles, or Orange County.  Money collected 
would stay with the regional group.  So what about a 
lobbyist and attorney.  All regional groups could pay 
into a state fund to hire a lobbyist and attorney.

Today, mobile home owners have NO RIGHTS 
and few are organized.  It is sad.  Someone has to stand 
up and volunteer, in each area around California, and 
make an effort to organize.  That’s our only hope in 
my opinion.  The last thing anyone should do is trust 
GSMOL.  Do not join them!  They are corrupt.
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Donate-Support Mobilehome Magazine
 NAME:_______________________________________________ Date:______________________               

       MAILING ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________

     SPACE #:__________CITY:________________________________ ZIP:_____________________

     PHONE #:_____________________________PARK NAME:______________________________

     E-MAIL:________________________________________________________________________

  ____  I want to order The Great Deception.  Enclosed is my check ($19.95)                            $_____  
  ____  I appreciate Mobilehome Magazine and want to support your work.                              $_____
  ____ Please send me a copy of your Handbook of Frequently Asked Questions   ($6.00)         $_____ 
  ____ I will email fawodley@yahoo.com photos of our resident activities for publishing in the magazine.          
             

Make Checks Payable  Mobilehome Magazine

                 MAIL TO:     Frank Wodley, 1799 Brightside Street, Tulare, CA 93274                       11/2020

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

Keep This Magazine Coming to Your Park
We mail monthly to one-third of your park, in a 

three month period, i.e. each homeowner receives 
the magazine once every three months.  That’s 9,000 
mobile/manufactured homes per issue.  

Mailing is a huge expense - about $.50/magazine, 
$1500/month or $4,500 each three month period.  It is 
probably not sustainable!  

helP us helP you

If you’d like to guarantee receiving this magazine in 
your park, please step up and volunteer to distribute it.  
Every third month we will send you enough copies for 
your park.  Be reassured you will not get in trouble with 
your manager because the MRL protects your right to 
distribute them door to door in your park.  

earn extra $$
We realize everyone is having a difficult time finan-

cially during this pandemic.  For that reason, we will 
pay our distribution volunteer roughly $15/hour to help 
us.  That’s about 10 cents a magazine.  So do yourself, 

mobilehome magazine and your neighbors a favor, step 
up now.  Email me at fawodley@yahoo.com I’ll answer 
all your questions. 

The GreaT DecepTion

The Great Deception is a 324 page paperback book 
that exposes what happened to our beloved state-wide 
advocate Golden State Manufactured-Home Owners 
League.  Started in 1962, GSMOL became a real voice 
by 1990 with 100,000 members and an annual revenue 
of $1,500,000!  Today it is a skelton of itself.  Learn the 
who, what, where, when and why.  It will shock you.  
Purchase below at $19.95 (savings of $10).  

our handbook

Our Handbook of Frequently Asked Questions 
is a “must-have” for all mobile/manufactured home 
owners.  It provides answers to 32 of the most important 
questions - from manager problems, lot lines, club-
houses, pets, leases, etc.  You won’t be sorry you bought 
it, especially when issues arrise.  Just $6.00 thru Mobile-
home Magazine.
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Mobile homes are all we do. Period.
 Room additions

 Siding - all types

 Patio enclosures

 Skirting - all types

 Earthquake support systems

 Painting

 Skylights

 Porch recarpeting

 New windows

 Copper repiping

 Kitchen & bath remodeling

 New roofs

 Awnings - all types

 Storage sheds

 Releveling

 Wood-burning fireplaces

 New porches/steps

 Washer/dryer hookups

 Glassene/glass conversion

 Water coolers Your mobile home specialists for life

Call today for a free estimate

1-800-200-8540 or 714-315-1622 

Over 22 years experience 
servicing mobile homes:

 » Handicap remodeling
 » Prompt insurance estimates 

& repairs

Mobile Home
Improvement

Calif. 
Licensed 

Contractor 
#730518

Send in Your Photos
Soon we will expand the magazine to 16 pages, 

and you’ll have a chance to represent your park by 
sending us photos of gatherings, meetings, pot lucks, 
and other park events.  Make sure they’re in high 
resolution and full color.  We will select the best 
and print them in future magazines.  We want to 
celebrate your park with you.

Drawing for Readers           
Who Call Advertisers

Our life-blood is advertising.  Without our 
advertisers, there would be no Mobilehome 
Magazine and no advocacy. So if you’d like 
to continue receiving the magazine, please 
use our advertisers.  We recommend them 
all.  

With our monthly drawing, you have 
a chance to win $100 just for calling a 
business that advertises with us.  When 
calling just mention you saw their ad in 
Mobilehome Owners Magazine.  Then 
send us an email with your name and the 
date you called.  We will add your name to 
a drawing. First prize is $100! Five second 
prizes of $10, and 10 prizes of $5!   (We 
need at least 30 readers to participate). 
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 MOBILE HOME

INSURANCE

HWB
                                       LIC#0782241                                      © 2016 Hughes West-Brook, Inc.  All Rights Reserved

www.hwbins.com     sales@hwbins.com

(800) 660-0204

HUGHES WEST-BROOK
Insuring your home for  

Over 40 Years  
Family Owned Since 1973

LOw RAtES!
LOCAL SERVICE!

	  	 	  
	
q Fire q Replacement Cost MobileHome 
q Wind q Replacement Cost Contents
q Liability q Falling Objects   
q	Tornado q Lightning q Theft 
q	Smoke Damage q	Water Damage  q Workers'Comp.
q Explosion q	Medical Payments   q Vandalism 

Hughes West-Brook is your Mobile Home Insurance Specialist.  
With us, Mobilehome insurance isn't a sideline. It's all we do. Give us a call!

	  	 	  	

	 YOUR CHOICE:
  •	Replacement	Cost	Mobile	Home
	 	 •	Stated	Value	Coverage
	 	 •	Cash	Value	Coverage
	 	 •	Discounts	for	Home	and	AUTO

Coverage available to $400,000!

F o u n t a i n  V a l l e y ,  C a l i f o r n i a

DISCOUNT	for	Combining	
Mobile	Home	and	AUTO	

Insurance!

VISA
MASTERCARD

PAYMENT PLANS
Se Habla Espanol! 

W


